Exodus 3:1-15
He is YHWH

Main idea: God reveals Himself to us so that we may know Him and be in awe of Him.

Does anyone know what this is a picture of? [photo]

This was a photo take in 2019, the first photo ever taken of a black hole.

It was thought to be an impossible photo to take.

To me, it still looks pretty blurry and unclear. That’s the best science can do.

Some people think that’s the best that we can do when it comes to God, too.

But through God’s revelation of Himself, we can get a much clearer picture of Him.

For the next few weeks, we’re going to be exploring the names by which God reveals Himself.
e Most of the names are descriptions of one name, which we will look at today.*
e Through His names, we can better know His character and love for us.2
e The foundation for all God’s names is His personal name revealed in Exodus 3:14-15.

Read Exodus 3:1-15

So we see in this passage how Moses encountered God at the burning bush.?

Through that experience, God called Moses to deliver Israel from Egypt.%

But being unsure of himself, Moses asked God for His name to tell the Israelites who sent him.2

God’s response, as we see in verse 14, was, “I| AM WHO | AM.” [word study]

He then tells Moses to say YHWH (usually translated “The LORD”) has sent him to them. (v. 15)
o Interestingly, YHWH does not really translate to “LORD.” [word study] [concordance]
o The name YHWH came to be considered so holy that Jews do not pronounce it aloud.£
o But, interestingly, ancient Jews considered it crucial to speak aloud. [Genesis 4:26]

So what can we learn about God based on this name?
e First, God is not limited by time or space; He simply is.
o There’s been a lot of research and development in the area of quantum physics in recent years.
o But I don’'t understand quantum physics at all.
o And actually, those who know quantum physics best seem to say the same thing. [quote 1]
[quote 2] [quote 3]?
o God is the ultimate reality and the source of all existence.?
e Second, God is consistent and unchanging: He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.*
o He doesn’t age. He doesn’t change, because He has no need to.
o | have several old yearbooks in which my classmates wrote things like, “Don’t ever change.”
[photo]
m  Whenever | read those things, | always think, “I'm glad | didn’t take their advice!”
m I'mglad | changed! | was a little stinker!
o God is perfect in every way.*2
e Therefore, third, God keeps His covenant promises and His presence with His people.:
o In sharing His name with Moses, God shows us how He reveals Himself to us so that we may
know Him and be in awe of Him.*
God doesn’t want to be worshiped from afar. He invites us to come near.
God is like a magnet, drawing us to Himself. [John 12:32]
The name embodies both God’s transcendence and immanence.®
YHWH is a personal God who is present with His people and powerful to save.
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o This was a profound revelation of God’s eternal self-existence, unchanging nature, and
covenant faithfulness to us.

So with so much reverence and meaning attached to this name, it was absolutely shocking that Jesus would
identify Himself with the divine name. [John 8:58]
e Some people say that Jesus never claimed to be God, but this was a direct and clear claim to be the
God that spoke to Moses in the burning bush.&
Jesus is not only the Savior but the eternal God who is: fully divine and eternal.’
Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us.2
Jesus as YHWH means He is the ultimate revelation of God’s character, power, and presence to us.
[Colossians 1:15-20] [Hebrews 1:3]
e The same God who delivered Israel came to earth to deliver us from all our sin.#
o It's interesting that some would say that we should not utter the name YHWH even today.
o But Scripture says that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. [Romans 10:13]
[Joel 2:32]
o So the central invitation of Scripture is that we must each cry out to Jesus and be saved!%

Endnotes

1. Jehovah Elohim (Genesis 2:4), Jehovah El Elyon (Genesis 14:18-22), Jehovah EI Olam (Genesis 21:33), etc are all
built on YHWH (Jehovah) along with a descriptor.

2. “Elohim” meaning “God,” “El Elyon” meaning “The Most High God,” and “El Olam” meaning “The Everlasting God,” for
example.

3. Exodus 3:2

4. Exodus 3:10

5. Exodus 3:13

6. There’s certainly some debate on this issue, but it seems that the divine name was not removed from discourse until
some time after the exile. There are many reasons to come to this conclusion such as how it appears frequently in the
Bible and in personal names, it's found in ancient inscriptions and blessings, was used in Temple rituals as described in
the Mishnah, and it's not until later sources like Josephus and Philo where it’s indicated that there was a common
prohibition on speaking it aloud.

7. Psalm 90:2, Revelation 1:8

8. “l think | can safely say that nobody understands quantum mechanics.” -Richard Feynman; “Quantum mechanics deals
with probabilities and uncertainties, and in some ways, it defies the classical notion of understanding.” -Werner
Heisenberg; “If quantum mechanics hasn’t profoundly shocked you, you haven’t understood it yet.” -Niels Bohr

9. John 1:3, Colossians 1:16-17

10. Malachi 3:6, Hebrews 13:8

11. Psalm 102:27

12. Deuteronomy 32:4
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14. lsaiah 43:10, John 17:3
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18. John 10:30-31, Colossians 2:9

19. John 1:1, Titus 2:13
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