
Romans 11:36
Soli Deo Gloria

Main idea: All glory is God’s alone, and yet He exalts us in Jesus.

The children in our church made this video a few years back. [video]

For much of life, it seems that many of us are seeking after our own glory.
● But this is a never-ending pursuit.
● This pursuit will never satisfy us, because we weren’t meant to seek our own glory.
● Instead, we were made to glorify our Creator, because everything exists to the glory of God.

Read Romans 11:30-36

This is our last sermon in our Solas series in which we’ve looked at the five principles of the Reformation.
● We’ve talked about Sola Gratia, Sola Fide, Sola Christus, and Sola Scriptura.
● So today we’ll be talking about Soli Deo Gloria, that all things exist to the glory of God alone.

God is the source of all things (v. 36a).
● God is the creator (all things are from Him).1

● You may remember George Washington Carver discovered hundreds of uses for the peanut. [photo]
○ But George Washington Carver actually didn’t take credit for his discoveries. [quote]2

○ He gave God the credit and the glory, because God is the source of all things.3

● God is the giver of all good gifts.
○ We talk a lot about the importance of trees, but did you know about phytoplankton? [photo]
○ God is unseen, and yet He blesses us with good, necessary gifts all our lives.4

○ Every breath we take, a gift of life-sustaining oxygen, is something we receive from God’s
creation without even realizing it.

God is the sustainer of all things (v. 36b).
● God not only created everything, but continues to sustain it all.5

● For example, our planet exists in what’s called the Goldilocks zone. [photo]
● As a result, we have water we can drink, air we can breathe, and temperatures that are just right to

sustain life on this planet.
● But God even sustains all of the universe!6

● The observable universe contains over 200 billion stars, yet each one is held in place by the laws of
physics God created and sustains. [video]

● Everything we do, we can only do because of God’s power working in and around us.7

The glory of God is the end of all things (v. 36c).
● Everything exists to bring God glory (to Him are all things).8

● One of the greatest classical composers, Johann Sebastian Bach, recognized this. [photo]
● Are you living that way?

I think that I often try to prove to myself that I deserve glory.
● Anytime that I exalt myself before others, it’s because I’m trying to convince myself that I’m worthy.9

● Anytime that I boast in my strengths, it’s because I’m trying to convince myself that I’m strong.10

And this is a problem, because it’s not God’s desire that we steal any of His glory. [Isaiah 42:8]



● God has all glory, He deserves all glory, and He will not share His glory with anyone else.
● And yet, when we stop attempting to take glory, we can receive it from God as a gift. [Romans 8:30]
● When we humble ourselves before God, He exalts us.11

God’s goal for each of us is that we would say the same as Paul in this passage (v. 36d).

Is that the message of your life?
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