
John 10:1-11 
The Door 

 
Main idea: There’s only one Way—one Door—to enter eternal life. 
 
Monty Hall hosted a game show in the 1960’s and 70’s called, “Let’s Make a Deal.” Do any of you remember 
that show? It was actually one of the most successful game shows in all of television history. The whole show 
was contestants making deals that took absolutely no skill at all, like randomly deciding to either accept a sum 
of money, or some unknown prize behind a door or curtain. Probably the most popular game on the show was 
the three doors, and the contestant simply had to choose between door number one, door number two, or door 
number three. 
 
[Video of Let’s Make a Deal] 
 
Now, of course, that’s not how it works. And yet, it seems like this is how a lot of people treat choosing a 
religion. 
 
Monty Hall and a friend of his actually got the idea for the three doors game from the short story, “The Lady, or 
the Tiger?” I remember reading “The Lady, or the Tiger?” back in seventh grade and being so frustrated with it 
because it doesn’t have a satisfying ending. At the end of the story, a man must decide between two doors. 
Behind one is a beautiful woman whom the man could marry and spend his life with, and behind the other is a 
tiger that will kill him. He can choose whichever door he wants, but he doesn’t know what he gets until he 
opens it. And the story ends without telling us which door he opens. 
 
Is that how religion works? A lot of people seem to think it is. 
 
They think it’s just a random choice, because whatever is behind the door is unknowable. Furthermore, many 
people think it doesn’t ultimately matter which religion you choose, because they say there are many ways to 
heaven. But are there many ways, or is there one way? And what is it? 
 
Jesus talked about that in John 10. Let’s read that. John 10:1-11. 
 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another 
way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To 
him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for 
they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the 
voice of strangers.” This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he 
was saying to them. So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 
All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the door. If 
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (John 10:1-11) 

 
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
For the last couple weeks, being the time between the resurrection and ascension on the Church Year 
calendar, we’ve been looking at how Jesus appeared to His disciples after He rose from the dead. But now, for 



the next couple weeks, we’re actually flashing back to a couple things Jesus said during His ministry, before 
He died on the cross. 
 
And while we do that, I think it’s a good reminder to say that Jesus’s words weren’t meant merely for twelve 
men who lived 2,000 years ago. When Jesus spoke, He spoke to us, today. When you read the Bible, you’re 
reading God’s word, God’s love letter to you.  So even though Jesus said these things before His death on the 1

cross, they’re incredibly timely to read today as we remember the purpose for which He came, because they 
direct us to rest in Him.  2

 
How do we do that? Well, first Jesus talked about those who try to get around doing that. Verse 1. 
 

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, 
that man is a thief and a robber. (John 10:1) 

 
Jesus is talking about heaven. How do people typically try to enter heaven? If you ask most people, they’ll say 
that they think they’ll go to heaven because they’re not such bad people. They think the good they’ve done far 
outweighs the bad they’ve done. So they think they’ve earned heaven by their works.  But Jesus has 3

something to say about that. 
 
There are also a lot of people who think heaven is just the default. Like, they believe that everyone goes there 
no matter how they lived, or what they believed, and whether or not they repented of sin.  But Jesus has 4

something to say about that, too. 
 
In fact, when you look at just how many views there are about heaven and hell, it’s amazing that any two 
people on earth agree about it. Some people believe in purgatory. Some people believe heaven and hell are 
the same place, and it’s just a matter of how we experience God’s presence. I’m actually sympathetic toward 
that view because according to Scripture, hell is not separation from God like so many say, but is rather the 
outpouring of God’s wrath toward unrepented sin.  But still others don’t believe in any kind of afterlife 5

whatsoever. 
 
So in light of so many views about the afterlife, a lot of people will simply say that it’s unknowable and that all 
we can really have are opinions. But is that at all logical? Even if you think the way to heaven is a needle in a 
haystack, does that mean you can pick up any piece of hay and use it as a needle? 
 
You see, just because a lot of people are confused about truth, that doesn’t mean that there isn’t a truth.  In 6

fact, Jesus doesn’t just call these people “confused,” but describes them as people who try to climb in a 
different way, and even calls them thieves and robbers. Jesus explains it in verse 8. He said: 
 

All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. (John 10:8) 
 

1 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
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You see, the truth about how to enter heaven is so clear that to deny the plain truth is to become a thief and a 
robber.  Everyone who says there’s another way not only is guilty themselves, but attempts to rob others of the 7

grace that could be theirs. 
 
But Jesus also says something profoundly hopeful at the end of verse 8: the sheep did not listen to them. 
While it’s true that there are those who deceive and seem to be working for Satan, the father of lies, it’s also 
true that God calls the sheep to Himself. 
 
Isaiah wrote this: 
 

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6) 

 
You see, the sheep won’t ultimately listen to the voices of thieves and robbers because Jesus has already died 
for their sin. Jesus is the Great Shepherd, and He will be sure that His sheep follow His voice. 
 
Now, that doesn’t mean that we won’t sometimes wander off. We will, and we have. We’ve all sinned.  But 8

God’s promise to us is that we will ultimately hear and follow the voice of Jesus because He is the Great 
Shepherd who leaves the ninety-nine to rescue the one lost sheep. And we can be confident of God’s ability to 
save us because it doesn’t depend on us.  9

 
I want you to notice something about what Jesus said about the way to enter heaven. John 10:2. 
 

But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. (John 10:2) 
 
Notice what Jesus didn’t say, that we often assume that He said. Jesus didn’t say that all the sheep find their 
way to the door, and that because they were smart enough to find and choose the right door, that they were 
therefore saved. Instead, notice that it’s only really the shepherd who enters the door the right way. 
 
Jesus explained this verse in verse 7. 
 

So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.” (John 10:7) 
 
And then in verse 11, He said: 
 

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (John 10:11) 
 
So Jesus is both the door and the shepherd who enters by the door. He alone is the way. 
 
You see, a lot of Christians often assume that how we live is at least part of why Jesus saves us. I mean, sure 
we believe salvation is by grace, but we also kind of boast in our superior morality in comparison to others. And 
while it’s true that sin is evil, we’re all sinners. So we’re no better than the abortionist, or the murderer, or the 
abuser. Like Isaiah wrote, we all, like sheep, have gone astray. 
 

7 Romans 1:8-9 
8 Romans 3:23 
9 Romans 3:24 



But look at how Jesus describes the behavior of the sheep. Verse 3. 
 

To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, 
for they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know 
the voice of strangers.” (John 10:3-5) 

 
So while it’s true that we’ve all gone astray, it’s also true that we follow the voice of the Shepherd. God tells us 
in His word the truth. We don’t have to wonder about which way to take, or which door to choose, because 
God is very clear in His word. And Jesus says in John 14:6: 
 

I am the way. (John 14:6) 
 
And in our passage today, Jesus said in verse 9: 
 

I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. (John 
10:9) 

 
So the Bible is extremely clear. There is no other way. There is no other way. Jesus is the only door, and the 
only way to heaven. 
 
I’m really curious about what Jesus meant when He said that we will go in and out and find pasture. At the end 
of the book of Revelation, we get a picture of the New Jerusalem where the gates are always open, and kings 
go in and out. Revelation 21, starting in verse 23. 
 

And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is 
the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its 
gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. They will bring into it the glory and the 
honor of the nations. (Revelation 21:23-26) 

 
Now, I don’t know completely what that’s talking about, but it means at least this: there will be no more thieves 
and robbers. Unlike “The Lady, or the Tiger,” there IS a satisfying ending. Everyone in heaven will be safe. The 
gates will never need to be closed because there will be no enemies to threaten us. And people can come and 
go because no matter where we go, we can’t get lost in darkness. The light of Jesus will shine everywhere! 
There will be no more darkness, and no more thief. 
 
But for now, we have to wrestle with this present reality. John 10:10. 
 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly. (John 10:10) 

 
I think we’ve all wrestled with that thief before. Our adversary, the devil, wants to steal our joy, kill our peace, 
and destroy our soul. But Jesus came to give us life! 
 
So the question I want to leave you with this morning is this: which will you choose today? We know who’s 
going to win in eternity, but which will you choose today? Will you choose your own way, which in reality is 
Satan’s way, which leads to death, or will you choose to follow Jesus, who leads to life? 
 



You see, it’s not a random choice. It’s not unknowable. Jesus is the Door, and He invites you to enter in. 


