
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
The Hidden Wisdom of God 

 
Main idea: The gospel reveals that which is hidden in plain sight: that salvation is freely given to us in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
I’m going to apologize right now if the introduction to my sermon seems very random this morning. Our 
Scripture today speaks to many things in both our culture and personal lives, but I wasn’t smart enough to 
address them in any kind of systematic way, So if it seems like I’m chasing one rabbit trail after another in the 
introduction, that’s probably because I am. So let’s begin. 
 
First question: don’t you hate it when you remember you need to do something, or look for something, so you 
get up to do it, and then you forget what you were about to do? Does that ever happen to you? That happened 
to me the other day. I got up to do something in the kitchen, and then by the time I got to the kitchen, I forgot 
what it was. So then I just stood there in the kitchen for a few minutes trying to remember what I had just 
forgotten, and I never did remember what it was! 
 
And I don’t know about you, but whenever that happens to me, it leaves me with this very uneasy feeling. Like, 
was it important? And what will happen if I never remember what it was? What if I never do what I thought I 
needed to do, or find what I thought I was looking for? Will it matter? 
 
I’ve started reminding myself that it’s okay not to do things. We often put so much pressure on ourselves to do 
things that we act like it’s the end of the world if we forget things or leave things undone. But if you read the 
book of Ecclesiastes, you find that this is one of the things that Solomon calls vanity, a chasing after the wind.  1

We act like life is all about what we can accomplish, but in the end, it doesn’t fulfill us, and that’s NOT what life 
is all about. 
 
So, second question: what is life all about? 
 
I could tell you right now, but most of you probably wouldn’t believe me. In fact, I’m surprised anybody comes 
to church to hear preaching at all anymore. Nowadays, people don’t really want to be told what to believe. We 
want to discover it for ourselves, like it’s “our truth” or some such nonsense.  2

 
In reality, there’s only one truth. But most people don’t really like that idea. 
 
Before I became a pastor, I was warned that being as young as I was, a lot of older people in the church 
wouldn’t take me seriously. Like, “He’s just a kid, what does he know?” I didn’t encounter a whole lot of that, 
because I became the pastor of an awesome church. What I did find, however, is that all of us, me, you, 
whether young or old, no matter how old we are, have a general distrust to accept wisdom from others.  3

 
If someone says something that we agree with, we praise them and tell everyone else to listen to them. It can 
even be a little kid that says it, and we’ll talk about how wisdom comes from “the mouth of babes!”  We say that 4

not because what they said was really so wise and changed our thoughts, but because the kid agrees with us. 

1 In fact, everything done under the sun is vanity. Ecclesiastes 1:14 
2 And even when we do like to hear preaching, we’re usually only like it when we already agree with it. 2 Timothy 4:3 
3 Proverbs 9:9 
4 Psalm 8:2 



On the other hand, if someone says something we disagree with, we look for a reason to discredit them, no 
matter how intelligent, wise, and right they are. 
 
Sometimes we like to stereotype younger generations like that. And it seems to be true that younger 
generations tend to have a disdain for older things. But this isn’t a new thing. In at least two lists of sins in the 
Bible, Paul included that people are and will be “disobedient to parents,”  not because it was rare back then, 5

but I think because it was all too common. 
 
Just about every generation at some point rebels against their parents, even if some generations seem to do it 
more than others. It used to be that young people had to go to their parents to gain wisdom, but because of 
things like the internet, we have millions of ideas and opinions at our fingertips, so much that we often have 
this unending craving for new information, new wisdom, hoping that new scientific discoveries or new 
revelation will give us all the answers we’ve always been looking for.  Ecclesiastes says that this is also vanity, 6

a chasing after the wind. 
 
But maybe the wisdom we really long for isn’t new, but old. And yet, because it’s been hidden for ages, even to 
some extent during the dispensation of the church from many people, we can experience it as new when it’s 
finally revealed to us by God’s Spirit. You see, even though they’re very old, God’s mercies are new every 
morning.  7

 
So let’s read some of that old wisdom right now, and receive it as the new word from God that we desperately 
need. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12. Please stand with me for the reading of God’s word. 1 Corinthians 2:1-12. 
 

And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty 
speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message 
were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith 
might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. Yet among the mature we do impart 
wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass 
away. But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our 
glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, 
what God has prepared for those who love him”— these things God has revealed to us through the 
Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For who knows a person's thoughts 
except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God 
except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. (1 Corinthians 2:1-12) 

 
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
You may be seated. 
 

5 Romans 1:28-31, 2 Timothy 3:1-5 
6 Ecclesiastes 1:17 
7 Lamentations 3:22-23 



In this passage, Paul mentions a secret and hidden wisdom of God. And when I read that, I thought… 
 
[Picture of being told a secret] 

 
 
“Ooo, a secret. I like secrets.” 
 
And the Bible actually mentions a lot of secrets. Some secrets are good, and others are bad. For example, in 
Luke 8:17 Jesus said: 
 

For nothing is hidden that will not be made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not be known and 
come to light. (Luke 8:17) 

 
Jesus was simply saying that we can’t sin in secret and think that we can get away with something. All our sins 
are exposed before God. In the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon says the same thing. 
 

For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil. 
(Ecclesiastes 12:14) 

 
So when we try to keep our sins, our secrets, hidden, we need to recognize that God knows everything, and 
that all sin will be and has been judged by God. 
 
But there’s another kind of secret in the Bible. Moses wrote this in Deuteronomy 29:29: 
 

The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our 
children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. (Deuteronomy 29:29) 

 
Isaiah 55:8-9 puts it this way. 
 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8-9) 

 
You see, God has some secrets because we wouldn’t fully grasp what He’s talking about if He revealed 
everything to us. And yet, God also gives us a promise regarding His secrets. Jeremiah 33:3. 
 

Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known. 
(Jeremiah 33:3) 

 
So if you want to know God’s secrets, God simply tells you to call out to Him. In other words, believe that He 
has wisdom that you can only get from Him. And that requires you to stop thinking of yourself as wise, and 



start looking to God for His wisdom, His knowledge, even if it seems completely contrary to everything you’ve 
ever thought you knew.  8

 
What I’m saying, then, is the same thing that Solomon wrote in Proverbs 1:7. It says: 
 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; (Proverbs 1:7a) 
 
I think Paul says the same thing in our passage this morning. 1 Corinthians 2:1. 
 

And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty 
speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. (1 
Corinthians 2:1-2) 

 
We need to be extremely clear about the gospel.  The gospel speaks for itself. We don’t need to dress it up 9

and make it more appealing, because the gospel itself is the power of God unto salvation for all who believe.  10

 
It’s amazing that just about every cult starts with someone who says they discovered some new hidden truth.  11

When Joseph Smith started Mormonism, he said it was because he received new revelation from God: the 
Book of Mormon. When Mary Baker Eddy started Christian Science, she said that she had the key to the 
Scriptures. 
 
But Paul said, “I don’t know anything except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” 
 
On our website, graceisgood.org, you can find most of the sermons that I’ve preached over the years. And if 
you go back to like 2009 or 2010, you’ll find some of the first sermons I preached here. And they weren’t that 
great! My arguments didn’t always flow very well. I chased a lot of rabbit trails. It was clear that I didn’t have 
much wisdom. And some of you are like, “I know, I heard them!” 
 
And yet, I hope that I made the gospel clear. Because no matter how much sense I make, it’s the gospel that’s 
the power of God. 
 
And I think Paul makes it clear to us that some of his sermons weren’t all that great, either. Verse 3. 
 

And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message 
were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith 
might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. (1 Corinthians 2:3-5) 

 
We typically think of Paul as this massive giant in terms of the spread of the gospel. And that’s true. He was a 
major influence in the early church. But it wasn’t because Paul himself was all that impressive. He writes here 
that he was often scared! And his words didn’t sound all that wise from a human point of view. But he shared 
the gospel with boldness because the Holy Spirit was with him, and because he was convinced that God has 
the power to work through him in mighty ways. 
 

8 1 Corinthians 3:19 
9 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 
10 Romans 1:16 
11 Revelation 22:19 



Are you convinced that God really can work through you? I mentioned a few weeks back that we often don’t 
have an evangelism problem, we have a faith problem. When you take a step of faith, it’s not that you have 
confidence in your ability to serve God, it’s that you have confidence in God’s ability to work through you.  12

 
We don’t have to be exciting people. We don’t have to be charismatic, or have great ideas. In fact, according to 
Paul, it’s better if we don’t. Because then we can be sure that we’re not reaching people with our wisdom, but 
by the power of God. 
 
And yet, this doesn’t mean that we turn off our brains when we become Christians. Just the opposite. God calls 
us to mature in our faith, which includes growing in wisdom. Verse 6. 
 

Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of 
this age, who are doomed to pass away. But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God 
decreed before the ages for our glory. (1 Corinthians 2:6-7) 

 
So when a person trusts in Jesus, we’re then called to disciple them so that they would become mature in their 
faith.  That’s what our Sunday School and Wednesday night classes are all about. But I want to point out that 13

growing in wisdom isn’t something separate from growing in our knowledge of our Savior, Jesus. Until you 
know Him, you can’t really know anything else. Like we saw in Proverbs 1:7, “The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of knowledge.” 
 
So until you fear God, believing that Jesus is the judge of the living and the dead, the Bible is saying that you 
don’t even know anything! It’s the very beginning of knowledge. And in the same way, I think Paul is saying 
that the basis for knowing anything is Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. And then, having Jesus as your 
foundation, you can begin to grow in wisdom. We’re called to impart wisdom to the mature in Christ. 
 
Now, that word “mature” doesn’t mean that some Christians are invited to a deeper wisdom, and some aren’t. 
No, it’s calling all Christians to deepen in their understanding of the gospel. Because no matter how mature 
you are in your faith, you can always grow more. In fact, we’re even called to impart a secret and hidden 
wisdom of God. 
 
So, what is this secret and hidden wisdom, and why is it called that? Is it because it’s not knowable? Well, that 
can’t possibly be true, because otherwise, we wouldn’t be instructed to impart this wisdom to one another. If it’s 
not knowable, then we can’t possibly know it, and we couldn’t possibly teach it to someone else. 
 
Or maybe it’s called secret and hidden because this wisdom is supposed to be guarded, so that we only share 
it with the mature? Once again, I don’t think so, because I don’t think God is at all worried that His secret, His 
truth, will get out. Rather, I think this is a hidden and secret wisdom because the devil and his angels have 
blinded the minds of the rulers of this age, and even all people, so that they can’t see what’s right in front of 
them. 
 
In fact, I think that’s what verse 8 says. 
 

None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory. But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what 

12 Philippians 2:13 
13 It’s part of the Great Commision. Matthew 28:19-20 



God has prepared for those who love him”— these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. 
For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. (1 Corinthians 2:8-10) 

 
Usually when we quote this verse, “no eye has seen, nor ear heard, not the heart of man imagined, what God 
has prepared for those who love Him,” we think about heaven. We think about how heaven is better than we 
can fathom, and that we can’t even know everything that God has in store for us. 
 
But the context of the quote is actually clear that it’s not primarily talking about heaven, but about this secret 
wisdom. And even though it says that our hearts can’t fully imagine it, it also says that God has revealed it to 
us through His Spirit. Because even if our minds aren’t capable of conceiving it, God’s very Spirit certainly is, 
and through faith in Christ, we have His Holy Spirit living in us.  So through the Spirit, God reveals His hidden 14

wisdom to us, being the very depths of God. That’s what it says in verses 11 and 12. 
 

For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one 
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. (1 
Corinthians 2:11-12) 

 
So we’ve been kind of dancing around this question all morning, but what is this secret wisdom? Well, the end 
of verse 7 says that God decreed it before the ages for our glory. And the end of verse 12 says that this 
wisdom is about what’s freely given to us by God. So the question is, what glorious truth did God decide to 
freely give us before the ages, before the foundation of the world, for not only His own glory, but also our 
glory? And there’s only one answer: it’s the gospel. Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  15

 
In fact, we saw last week that the power and wisdom of God is Jesus Himself.  Jesus Christ crucified is the 16

very wisdom of God. Because only through the cross did God destroy evil, forgive sin, and remove any 
opportunity for our boasting. And yet, also through the cross, Jesus secured our glory. He earned it for us. So 
we boast not in our abilities, or our wisdom, but in Jesus.  17

 
So, not only do we preach the gospel to the lost so that they might be saved, but we preach the gospel to the 
mature, so that we might grow deeper in our faith, deeper in wisdom, and deeper in our love for God. 
 
Maybe you’re constantly searching for deeper truth. There’s nothing deeper than the gospel.  Maybe you’re 18

always looking for some new idea. God’s mercies are new every morning.  Maybe you think we’ve missed 19

focusing on the old truths of our faith. The gospel is the wisdom of God, decreed before the ages. There’s 
nothing older, or more true than Jesus. He is the way, and the truth, and the life.  20

 
So if you ever feel like life feels random, like you’re just chasing a bunch of rabbit trails, just remember that 
Jesus is the way. If you ever feel like you’re lacking wisdom, remember that Jesus is the truth. And if you ever 
wonder what life is all about, remember that Jesus is the life. 

14 1 Corinthians 6:19 
15 Revelation 13:8 
16 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
17 1 Corinthians 1:31 
18 Ephesians 3:18 
19 Lamentations 3:22-23 
20 John 14:6 


