
John 1:29-42 
God’s Purpose for You 

 
Main idea: Jesus came with a purpose, and we find our purpose in Him. 
 
As many of you know, Abby and I teach Chinese children English over the internet. One of the questions that I 
love to ask the kids I teach is what they want to be when they grow up, because children give all sorts of 
answers about their dream job. Like children in America, a lot of little Chinese boys say they want to be 
firemen, and a lot of little Chinese girls say they want to be teachers. One teenage boy I taught the other day 
said that he didn’t care what he did, he just wanted to make lots of money. 
 
There’s something scary about pursuing your dreams that keeps a lot of people from ever even starting. 
Maybe you’ve had great ambitions you’ve wanted to chase after, but you feared that it wouldn’t go the way you 
hoped, so you never tried. Or maybe you started chasing your dream once, but ran into conflict, and it caused 
you to give up. Or maybe you still hope to chase your dreams. 
 
As I was preparing to become a pastor, several wise pastors gave me very similar counsel. They all said, 
“Chris, if you can see yourself being happy doing anything else, do that instead!” In fact, Charles Spurgeon 
said the very same thing when he was lecturing students who were pursuing ministry. He said: 
 

“Do not enter the ministry if you can help it,” was the deeply sage advice of a divine to one who sought 
his judgment. If any student in this room could be content to be a newspaper editor, or a grocer, or a 
farmer, or a doctor, or a lawyer, or a senator, or a king, in the name of heaven and earth let him go his 
way; he is not the man in whom dwells the Spirit of God in its fulness… - Charles Spurgeon, Lectures to 
My Students 

 
And for a long time, I didn’t really understand why they would say that. I mean, I felt like God had called me 
into ministry. And I wasn’t going into it kicking and screaming like you hear some pastors say. I WANTED to be 
a pastor.  So why would I even consider doing anything else? 1

 
But I’ve come to really appreciate the advice. I don’t think it’s meant to deter people from ministry if they’re 
called to it, but rather to remind people who are called to it THAT they’re called to it. There have been many 
times over the last ten years that I’ve thought about quitting, and just giving up on my dream. In the middle of 
some conflict or dry season of ministry, I’ve wondered, “What’s the purpose? Is this what life’s all about?” 
 
So I thought about doing something different. I could fix computers, or be a photographer, or even just teach 
English online. I do enjoy doing these things. But ultimately, if I walked away from ministry altogether to do one 
of these things full-time, I knew that there would be a huge piece of my life missing because this is what I feel 
like God has called me to do, and I wouldn’t be happy doing anything else. 
 
I share all this because I think maybe you can relate. I’m sure at least some of you have found the job that you 
know you were meant to do, and you can’t imagine doing anything else. But I’m also sure that some of you, 
perhaps most of you, haven’t found it yet, and you wonder, like I did, what your purpose is. And maybe even if 
you think you’ve found your purpose, you sometimes wonder if there’s something more. 
 
If you’ve ever been there, you know that’s a pretty unsettling place. So let’s pray. 

1 It’s biblical to desire to be a pastor. 1 Timothy 3:1 



 
Father, help us all to find our purpose in You. In Jesus’s name, Amen. 
 
Our Scripture this morning is in John 1. Please stand with me for the reading of God’s word. John 1:29-42. 
 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, 
and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I 
have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” The next day again John was standing 
with two of his disciples, and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 
The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following 
and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he 
was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two who 
heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first found his own 
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). He brought him to 
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” 
(which means Peter). (John 1:29-42) 

 
The word of God for the people of God. 
 
I don’t know if it’s true or not, but there was once a story  about a cheerful old man who asked the same 2

question of just about every person he ever had a conversation with, and the question was, "What have you 
done that you believe in and you are proud of?" 
 
He didn’t really like to ask the normal questions such as "What do you do for a living?" or even “What do you 
enjoy?” It was always, "What have you done that you believe in and you are proud of?" 
 
It’s an unsettling question for most people, because most people tend to simply try to get a job that pays the 
bills, and since we’re so busy with that, we don’t usually have time or energy or courage to chase after our 
dreams. So the man’s question really shook a lot of people up. 
 
And yet, that really wasn’t his intention at all. He wasn’t looking to challenge people, but to encourage people 
to do what they’re passionate about. In fact, he was delighted by a woman who answered, "I'm doing a good 
job raising three children," and by a cabinetmaker who said, "I believe in good workmanship and practice it," 
and by another woman who said, "I started a bookstore and it's the best bookstore for miles around." 
 
"I don't really care how they answer," said the old man. "I just want to put the thought into their minds.” 
 
How would you answer that question? “What have you done that you believe in and you are proud of?” Now, I 
don’t think we’re defined by our accomplishments, or that life is primarily about what we do, but I do think that 
kind of question can reveal a lot about what we think our purpose is. 
 

2 Dr. Dale E. Turner, MSC Health Action News, July, 1993, p. 7 



I want to point out just a few things from our passage this morning that reveal God’s purpose to us. First, John 
the Baptist stated Jesus’s purpose very clearly in verse 29. He said: 
 

Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29) 
 
Calling Jesus “the Lamb of God” refers to how in the Old Testament God commanded the Israelites to sacrifice 
animals as part of their worship. Specifically, just before the final plague in Egypt, every Hebrew family was to 
kill a lamb without blemish, and spread some of its blood over their doorposts,  so that they would be saved 3

from the final plague in which all of the firstborn of Egypt would die. It was as if the lamb died in their place. 
And in the same way, Jesus died in our place. 
 
Hebrews 9:22 says: 
 

Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there 
is no forgiveness of sins. (Hebrews 9:22) 

 
Jesus was the Lamb of God who was led to the slaughter in our place so that we could be forgiven of our sins.  4

Of all the things that Jesus did, and could have done, this was the purpose for which He came. He came to 
take away the sins of the world! And we dishonor Christ if we make His coming about anything else. 
 
Some denominations seem to focus almost exclusively on Christ’s healing ministry. And I believe that it’s true 
that Jesus came to heal us of all our infirmities. Isaiah 53 describes Jesus’s purpose like this: 
 

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, 
and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him 
was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. (Isaiah 53:4-5) 

 
And there are many other verses that talk about how God will heal His people.  Take Psalm 103, for example. 5

It says: 
 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all 
your diseases (Psalms 103:2-3) 

 
As Baptists, we often spiritualize these kinds of verses to say that they’re just talking about having our sins 
forgiven, and being made spiritually whole. But I think it’s clear that through Christ, all of our wounds, and all of 
our diseases shall be healed! 
 
But ultimately, that wasn’t why Jesus came. Because it’s not fulfilled in this life, but in eternity.  While it’s true 6

that God can and sometimes does choose to heal people today of diseases, it’s also true that any such healing 
that we experience today is only temporary. 
 
I recently heard Albert Mohler talk about this on his daily podcast.  He said: 7

 

3 Exodus 12:3-13 
4 Isaiah 53:7 
5 Exodus 15:26, Jeremiah 30:17, Jeremiah 33:6 
6 Revelation 21:1-4 
7 https://albertmohler.com/2019/12/20/briefing-12-20-19 



I was called by a reporter years ago for a major American secular newspaper who asked me on 
background to identify who I thought was the most credible amongst the faith healers than operant in 
America. I stated that I wouldn't consider anyone to be credible in the so-called field of faith healing 
unless they were, oh, I don't know, something like 200 or 300 years old. 
 
What was my point? The faith healers tend to die right on time. - Albert Mohler, The Briefing 

 
You see, any preacher that builds their ministry on saying that Jesus came to give us health and wealth in this 
life ultimately can’t fulfill their promises. Mary Baker Eddy died. Kenneth Hagin died. Oral Roberts died. All of 
these religious leaders and many more taught that we could overcome sickness and death by believing a 
certain way, or through their healing ministry, but all of them died right when we would expect them to. 
 
I mean, you’d think that if they had the power to heal, then they’d be able to heal themselves. But Jesus didn’t 
come merely to heal us today of our sicknesses. He came for a much bigger reason. He came to take away 
the sin of the world so that sinners would have eternal life!  So let’s not settle for a smaller, temporary hope for 8

this life only.  That would greatly diminish the purpose for which Jesus came. 9

 
And possibly even worse, sometimes we blatantly assign to Jesus things that He never even gave the slightest 
hint of desiring to do. Jesus didn’t come to make the United States a great nation. He didn’t come to establish 
capitalism. Jesus didn’t come to give you your best life now. Jesus came to take away the sin of the world!  
 
So why would we even want to make His coming about anything else? I think the only motivation to do so 
comes from trying to treat sin as if it’s less devastating to our relationship with God than it is. If we think that sin 
isn’t that bad, or that God just kind of overlooks it, then we would naturally think Jesus came for some other 
reason. But sin is a horrible thing! In fact, it’s the worst of things! Sin is a rebellion against God.  And when we 10

rebel against Him, what we’re really saying is that we’ve chosen our self-determined purpose over God’s 
purpose for us. 
 
God’s purpose for us is wholeness, goodness, and heaven. But if we reject that, then what we’re left with is the 
opposite of that: brokenness, evil, and hell. That’s what sin leads to.  And the bad news is that we’re all 11

sinners.  12

 
So the best news possible is that the purpose for which Jesus came was to take away the sin of the world, and 
that God always accomplishes His purposes.  13

 
After John the Baptist stated Jesus’s purpose, he then went on to explain his own purpose. Verse 31. 
 

I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to 
Israel. (John 1:31) 

 
John the Baptist knew that his purpose was simply to reveal Jesus. We might look at a person like John the 
Baptist and say, “Hey, he’s got a pretty good thing going. He’s got a pretty good following. He could probably 

8 John 3:16 
9 1 Corinthians 15:19 
10 Ephesians 5:6 
11 Matthew 25:41-43 
12 Romans 3:23 
13 Isaiah 46:9-11 



do some really good things with that kind of power. Certainly, if anybody could, John the Baptist could leave his 
mark on the world!” 
 
But the John the Baptist said, “No, it’s not about me. It’s about Jesus. ‘He must increase, but I must decrease.’”

 In contrast to so many people today, John the Baptist didn’t even want to leave his mark on the world! He 14

didn’t want to get bigger and bigger, so that his ministry filled up stadiums. He wanted his ministry to decrease, 
because he realized that his purpose was simply to reveal Jesus. 
 
Did you know that no matter what God has called you to do, your purpose is ultimately to reveal Jesus? If 
you’re in the workforce, your purpose is to work as unto the Lord, and not for mere men,  so that you point 15

those men to Christ. If you’re a mom or a dad, your purpose is to point your kids to Jesus.  If you’re retired, 16

your purpose isn’t merely to eat, drink, and be merry,  but to use the blessing of your freedom from work 17

obligations to show the world, or at least your neighbor that Jesus really does take away the sin of the world. 
 
You see, Jesus came with a purpose, and we find our purpose in Him. 
 
That’s what Simon also learned when He met Jesus. Verses 40-42. 
 

One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first 
found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). He 
brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be 
called Cephas” (which means Peter). (John 1:40-42) 

 
You see, before he met Jesus, Simon Peter’s name was just Simon. But Jesus gave Simon a new name, 
Peter, which means, “the rock,” because Peter would later make the rock-solid confession that Jesus was the 
Son of God, and upon this rock, Jesus would build His church.  18

 
In his commentary on this verse, William Barclay wrote this: 
 

But the great thing about this story is that it tells us how Jesus looks at men. He does not only see what 
a man is; he also sees what a man can become. He sees not only the actualities in a man; he also sees 
the possibilities. Jesus looked at Peter and saw in him not only a Galilaean fisherman but one who had 
it in him to become the rock on which his church would be built. Jesus sees us not only as we are, but 
as we can be; and he says: "Give your life to me, and I will make you what you have it in you to be." - 
William Barclay, Daily Study Bible 

 
Jesus gave Simon a new name before Simon had done anything to earn it. And yet, in Jesus, Simon Peter had 
his new name and purpose, and even a new dream. It was his, not by works, but by grace.  19

 
In the 80’s Ronald Reagan issued a presidential proclamation that the closest Sunday to January 22 each year 
would be observed as National Sanctity of Human Life Day. Technically, that would have been last Sunday, 

14 John 3:30 
15 Colossians 3:23 
16 Proverbs 22:6 
17 Such an attitude only makes sense if there’s no afterlife. 1 Corinthians 15:32 
18 Matthew 16:18 
19 Ephesians 2:8-9 



but as I mentioned last week, my sermons are off by a week. So in our Old Testament reading today, we heard 
this in Isaiah 49: 
 

The Lord called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. (Isaiah 49:1b) 
 
Has a baby in the womb done anything to earn his name? Has a baby in the womb done anything to prove that 
he’s worthy of God’s calling? And yet, Isaiah says that’s exactly when God called him and knew him by name. 
Although Isaiah became a great prophet, so great that a whole book of the Bible is about his life and ministry, 
Isaiah’s position before God wasn’t based on Isaiah’s works, but on God’s grace. 
 
And what’s true of the prophet Isaiah is actually true of all of us. You see, even before birth, God knows us by 
name, and He calls us. He has a purpose for us. He has a dream for us. And notice that it doesn’t say that the 
Lord called Isaiah in the third trimester, or in the second trimester, or even in the first trimester, but from the 
womb. Isaiah was saying that as soon as he was in the womb, as soon as we are in the womb, from the 
earliest moments of our existence, God knows us, and loves us, and has a purpose for us. This is why we 
ought to believe in the sanctity of human life: because all life comes from God and all life is precious. 
 
But the sanctity of human life extends far beyond what happens in the womb. It extends to babies born with 
what we would consider to be even severe deformities. It extends to children in foster care. It extends to illegal 
immigrants, and to leaders of foreign nations, and to the elderly, and to everyone in between. ALL life is 
precious, and ALL life has a purpose. 
 
And like Peter, and John the Baptist, our purpose is to point to Jesus. Because Jesus came with a purpose, 
and we find our purpose in Him. 
 
So if you’ve ever asked yourself, “What’s the purpose?” Or, “What’s life all about?” I hope you see that the 
answer is Jesus. Jesus is the purpose. He’s the way, and the truth, and the life,  and you can only find your 20

true purpose and eternal life in Him.  21

 
You see, the Bible is clear that when we’re searching for significance in life, something more, some dream, 
what we’re really searching for is Jesus. 
 
Maybe this this morning you’re coming to realize that you’ve been living for the wrong purpose. Maybe you’ve 
been living for yourself, or for money, and you’re coming to see that those things can’t really fulfill you like you 
had hoped. But Jesus can. And Jesus invites you to rest in Him.  22

20 John 14:6 
21 John 17:3 
22 Matthew 11:28-30 


