
Acts 10:34-43 
Appointed by God 

 
Main idea: Jesus was appointed by God, and so are we. 
 
January 6th marked the beginning of the season of Epiphany. As far as the Church 
Year goes, we’ve gone through Advent, and Christmas, and now a new season has 
begun. So we’ve taken down the Christmas decorations and we’ve put up some 
decorations that several of our youth worked hard to make that resemble stained glass 
windows, which will remind us that this year we’re observing the Church Year, the 
liturgical calendar, at our church. 
 
You see, just about the same time that churches first began meeting in buildings rather 
than homes around 1700 years ago, churches also started telling the stories of the 
Bible using stained glass windows. Some of the ones that the youth made are simply 
decorative, but many of them represent different aspects of our faith. You can see 
Jesus in the manger, and the cross, and the resurrection, and the Holy Spirit 
descending like a dove. But all of them are to remind us that this Church Year, we’re 
participating in what hundreds of thousands, possibly millions, of Christian churches 
have also done for many centuries, and by doing so, we’re celebrating the rich history 
of the faith of our ancestors throughout the seasons, like in epiphany. 
 
Now, the word epiphany simply means “a moment of sudden revelation or insight.” In 
church history, it’s come to refer to how Jesus came not just for the Jews, but for the 
Gentiles as well. Jesus came not just for one segment of people, but for all people.  He 1

came as the Light of the World.  2

 
That’s taught in a few ways through the season of Epiphany. First, just after the 
Christmas story in the Bible, we read about the wise men who travelled from the east 
to give Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  This is usually the first and 3

sometimes only story that people think of when they think of Epiphany. We often talk 
about this event as if it’s part of the Christmas story, but Scripture seems to indicate 
that the wise men didn’t meet Jesus at the manger, but rather at some point within the 

1 1 John 4:14 
2 John 8:12 
3 Matthew 2:1-12 



next 2 or 3 years.  But no matter when they caught up with Jesus, their inclusion in the 4

narrative is to show that Jesus was appointed to be more than the Savior of the Jews, 
but even of the Gentiles. 
 
And that’s good news for us, because unless you have Abraham as your biological 
descendant, you’re not a Jew, but a Gentile. 
 
Another story that’s connected to the season of Epiphany is one that we heard through 
one of our Scripture readings this morning, and that was when Jesus was baptized by 
John the Baptist in the Jordan River.  In fact, last Sunday on the liturgical calendar was 5

actually designed as “The Baptism of our Lord.” This is another reminder of the scope 
of Jesus’s calling because it marked the beginning of His public ministry. It was at 
Jesus’s baptism that God the Father spoke from heaven and declared, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” And after His baptism, Jesus began to 
preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  So we’re reminded through all 6

of this that Jesus was and is unique, and He came with a unique purpose.  7

 
And in Jesus, we also have a purpose. That’s what we’re going to be talking about 
today. Not only does the season of Epiphany remind us that Jesus brings us revelation 
from God as the Light of the world, but it also reminds us that we are all to share the 
light of Jesus in a dark world.  And that’s a big task. So let’s pray. 8

 
Lord Jesus, You are the Light of the world. And yet, You’ve also called us the light of 
the world. So help us not to walk in darkness, but to shine like stars as we follow You. 
We pray in Your precious name, Amen. 
 
Our Scripture this morning is Acts 10:34-43. Please turn there with me. And please 
stand with me for the reading of God’s word. And remember that after I read the 
Scripture, pay attention to the screens for your response to the reading of God’s word. 
Acts 10:34-43. 
 

So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

4 Matthew 2:16 
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acceptable to him. As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), you yourselves know what 
happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that 
John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him. And we are witnesses of all that he did both in 
the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree, but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, not to all 
the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. And he commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the 
living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” (Acts 10:34-43) 

 
The word of God for the people of God. “Thanks be to God.” 
 
You may be seated. 
 
I talked two weeks ago about God’s plan for the fullness of time.  From Ephesians 1, 9

we saw that God’s plan from the beginning of time has always been Jesus. And in 
Jesus, God’s plan is to bless you, and for you to be holy and blameless, and for you to 
be part of His family. And we saw that God always accomplishes His plan because His 
plan is for His own glory. God will assure that His name is praised. 
 
God didn’t need us to accomplish in order to accomplish that. And yet, God invites us 
to participate in that. He invites us to be saved by grace through faith.  He invites us to 10

praise Him through service and witness. In fact, as we rest in Jesus, we begin to 
rejoice in what He’s done for us. So not only are we INVITED to serve Him, we’re 
actually APPOINTED to be His witnesses. 
 
In our passage of Scripture this morning, we find Peter talking with a Gentile named 
Cornelius. And this was kind of a big deal, because Jesus was a Jew, and most of the 
earliest Christians were Jews, and many of the Jews, including Peter at times, were 
often a bit racist toward Gentiles. They called them dogs,  and thought of them as 11

9 https://graceisgood.org/sermons/a-plan-for-the-fullness-of-time/ 
10 Ephesians 2:8-9 
11 Matthew 15:26. Jesus was simply referring to the common sentiment among the Jews. 



gross as pigs.  Basically, the Jews thought that they themselves were clean, and 12

Gentiles were unclean. But in leading Peter to talk with Cornelius about the gospel, 
God revealed to Peter that no one is unclean if God makes them clean.  The gospel is 13

for all people. 
 
It would be like if God told you to go and share Jesus with the people down the street 
who you think are repulsive because they do weird things, who, by the way, are 
probably repulsed by you because they think you do weird things. We’re often very 
hesitant to even talk to certain people because we fear for our safety, or our dignity, or 
else we write them off as not being interested in what we might have to say. In our 
sinfulness, we judge people by appearances. 
 
But God shows no partiality. That’s what Peter said in verse 34. He said: 
 

Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who 
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. (Acts 10:34-35) 

 
So after God made it clear to him, Peter shared with Cornelius the momentous truth 
that God doesn’t select one nation over another. 
 
Which is interesting, because most people think that the Old Testament was about how 
God selected the nation of Israel out from the other nations to be His prized 
possession.  But if you read the Old Testament carefully, you find that Israel wasn’t 14

selected to the exclusion of the other nations, but as an example to the other nations, 
so that all the nations would fear God and serve Him. 
 
That was even part of what God had told Abraham, the father of the Jews. Genesis 22. 
God said: 
 

I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall 
possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” (Genesis 22:17-18) 

12 Which shows just how far the prodigal son fell. Luke 15:16 
13 Acts 10:9-16 
14 Deuteronomy 26:18, James 1:18, 1 Peter 2:9. The Jews were to be the FIRST of God’s prized possession, but not the 
only. The Church is the whole of it. 



 
So through the promise given to Abraham, not just the Jews, but all the nations of the 
earth were going to be blessed! That’s a big promise! 
 
In fact, that’s a big part of why Israel was called to be God’s chosen people at all. In 
Isaiah 49:6, God says: 
 

It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the 
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:6) 

 
God was telling the people of Israel, “I’m not saving you just for your benefit. That 
would be far too small a thing. I’m saving you so that you would be a light for the 
nations!” 
 
That’s why David wrote this in Psalm 22: 
 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the 
families of the nations shall worship before you. (Psalms 22:27) 

 
But why? Why should all the nations worship the Lord? Can’t we just let Buddhists pray 
to Budda, and let Muslims pray to Allah, and let Hindus worship their gods? Why 
should we insist that everyone believe in Jesus as the only Savior and Lord? 
 
Well, it’s because in truth, there is only one Savior and Lord. In our passage this 
morning, we read this in Acts 10:36. 
 

As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through 
Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all) (Acts 10:36) 

 
Let’s stop there just for a second. The reason we can’t be content with other people 
worshipping other gods in other religions is because in truth, there’s only one God.  15

There’s only one Savior. His name is Jesus Christ, and He is Lord of all. 
 

15 Deuteronomy 6:4 



Do you believe that? Do you believe that Jesus isn’t just for you, but is for everybody? 
Then share Him with everybody. 
 
You see, when we talk about being appointed by God to be His witnesses, we’re often 
reminded that we don’t always do a great job of that. But I think Scripture is telling us 
that we don’t really have an evangelism problem, we have a faith problem. Do we 
really believe that Jesus is Lord of all? Do we really believe that God wants to use us 
and our church to bring people to Jesus? And do we really believe that all the nations, 
because of God’s insistence for His own glory and because of our witness, that all the 
nations shall worship the Lord?  16

 
Let’s continue. Verse 37. 
 

you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from 
Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. (Acts 
10:37-38) 

 
It says that God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and with power. Now, this doesn’t 
mean that Jesus was ever not anointed, but rather it simply marked the beginning of 
Jesus’s public ministry. It was drawing attention to the truth that Jesus was and is 
different. 
 
Only Jesus is Lord of all. 
 
Shortly after joining the Navy, a new recruit asked his commanding officer for a pass so 
he could attend a wedding on a Sunday afternoon. The officer gave him the pass, but 
informed the young man he would have to be back by 7 pm sharp, and therefore 
couldn’t stay for much of the wedding reception. "You don't understand, sir," said the 
recruit. "I'm in the wedding!"  
 
"No, you don't understand," the officer shot back. "You're in the Navy!" 
 

16 Philippians 2:9-11 



When Jesus is your Lord, He trumps everything else. You can’t have Jesus as your 
Lord with conditions. If there are any conditions on your obedience to Jesus, then He’s 
not your Lord. Now, I’m not saying Jesus isn’t your Lord and Savior if you mess up. 
There’s forgiveness at the cross. But I am saying that if you outright refuse to obey 
Jesus, then do you really even want Him as your Lord? 
 
Jesus gave us many commands. He told us to love our enemies.  He told us to take 17

up our cross and follow Him.  He told us to be perfect.  And if all of that isn’t 18 19

impossible enough, He told us to be His witnesses,  pointing everyone to Him. Verse 20

39. 
 

And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him 
on the third day and made him to appear, not to all the people but to us who had 
been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. (Acts 10:39-41) 

 
Jesus said in another place, “Many are called, but few are chosen.”  And You see, 21

those who believe in Christ today are chosen in order to follow Him and point to Him as 
His witnesses. A friend of mine once said it this way: “God didn’t save you to sit.”  22

Your job as a Christian isn’t merely to come to a church service and sit in a pew. We’re 
called to be His witnesses of Light in a dark world.  Just as Israel was called to be a 23

light to all nations, we’re also called to be a light to all the people around us, even the 
ones with different skin colors, different political views, and even to those weird, 
repulsive people down the street. 
 
And this is how. Verse 42. 
 

And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets 

17 Matthew 5:44 
18 Matthew 16:24 
19 Matthew 5:48 
20 Acts 1:8 
21 Matthew 22:14. I think Jesus was saying that HE was chosen to suffer for us. And, as His witnesses, we are also 
chosen to suffer so that others might experience the banquet. 
22 Chris Kallos. Great guy. 
23 Matthew 5:15-16 



bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” (Acts 10:42-43) 

 
It seems like a lot of Christians think their job is to judge people for their sins. So 
they’re quick to point out when others mess up. Or they’re always seeking to boast in 
how morally pure they are, and how immoral our society is. Or sometimes, even if we 
don’t say a word, we give people judgmental vibes just because they use certain words 
in our presence. 
 
But notice that it says in verse 42 that Jesus was appointed by God to be judge. And 
what did our judge do? He died for us so that everyone who believes in Him receives 
forgiveness. In other words, His judgment toward you is mercy. So don’t judge your 
neighbor. Love them, just as your judge loves you. 
 
And just as Jesus was appointed by God, so are we. It says in verse 42 that the 
command that we’ve given in our appointment is to preach. 
 
Now, we usually associate the word “preaching” with what I’m doing now. And most of 
you probably think, “I can’t do that! I can’t get in front of people like that!” But this is 
actually only one form of biblical preaching. Preaching at its heart is simply about 
sharing your testimony that Jesus is your Savior and Lord. Preaching is doing the 
same thing that it says the prophets did: bearing witness to the truth that everyone who 
believes in Jesus receives forgiveness of sins. 
 
You see, we’re all called to preach. We’re all called to bear witness to Jesus. 
 
I listen to one preacher who, at the beginning of many of his sermons, often prays this: 
“Father, help us to preach.” Now, I think that’s a little weird, because whenever he says 
that, he’s the one who’s about to preach. And yet, there’s also a beauty and truth to it. 
Because if you think of preaching as just what the pastor does, you might never 
engage in the mission that God has given you to be His witness. But if you think of 
preaching as what we all do, through the testimony of our words and lives, then you 
might just share Jesus with your neighbor.  24

 

24 Mark 12:30-31 



I mentioned a couple weeks ago how, even though New Year’s resolutions are 
becoming less popular, it’s not a bad thing to resolve to live a better life. In fact, that’s a 
very good thing. And it’s never too late to do that. So how will you live better this year? 
I encourage you to do several things. I encourage you to devote yourself to prayer and 
the word. Make a plan to read the Bible every day! I encourage you to devote yourself 
to God’s people. Make a plan to gather with the church as often as possible. I don’t 
know if you know this, but if you come Wednesday nights, we’ll actually feed you! I also 
encourage you, this year, to preach. In other words, make a plan to tell others about 
Jesus. Bring them with you Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights. Heck, we’ll feed 
them, too! All I’m saying is this: that we’re appointed by God to be His witnesses. 
 
And, by the way, this isn’t an American commission. It’s the Great Commission.  As 25

we already saw in verse 34, Peter said that God doesn’t show partiality. But I think a lot 
of Americans think that God does show partiality. Many of you think that America is 
more blessed or ought to be more blessed than any other nation on the earth. But God 
draws people from every nation to Himself,  and appoints people in every nation to be 26

His witnesses, that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  27

 
We recently collected and sent off an offering to support international missionaries all 
over the world. One of those missionaries goes by the name Jon Gerwig. That’s not his 
real name, because he ministers in an area that would seek to put a stop to his ministry 
if they found out that he was a Christian missionary. The area he sought to reach was 
so heavily entrenched in witchcraft and pagan practices that the witch doctors would 
kill anyone who brought a different message, because it was bad for their business. 
 
Jon Gerwig tells the story about how at one point, he was extremely discouraged. He 
had been risking his life sharing the gospel in East Asia for 16 months, but not one 
person had put their faith in Jesus. He and his missionary team were living among a 
people group that didn’t have a single Christian church anywhere to be found. After 16 
months, Jon said that it just didn’t seem like anyone was interested, but he also knew 
that God had called him to share Jesus with them. 
 

25 Matthew 28:18-20 
26 Jeremiah 1:5, Psalm 46:10 
27 Philippians 2:10-11 



One day, as they walked along a mountain path, they met a man named Solomon. 
Solomon asked the group what they were doing, and Jon told him they were just 
climbing the mountain and learning about his people’s culture. 
 
Then Solomon looked at Jon straight in the eyes and said, “That mountain behind me 
is boring, and besides, I think you came here to see me.” So they shared the gospel 
story with Solomon, and he immediately believed in Jesus and was saved. Solomon 
then shared his own story with Jon. 
 
He said that he always knew that there was a most high God, but he didn’t know who 
He was. So every day for 20 years he had been praying, “God, send somebody to me 
to explain who you are!” And then he looked at Jon and said, “God answered that 
prayer today when He sent you to me.” 
 
As they talked, interested neighbors crowded around to see the visitors. Solomon didn’t 
waste any time at all, He told the crowd, “This is my friend from America. Now, look at 
me. I have a story I want to tell you.” And then Solomon shared the gospel. They 
listened, but hardly any of them believed. 
 
But Solomon kept witnessing to his family and neighbors, and over the next several 
months, Solomon led his wife and one of his children to Jesus, so that there were a 
total of eight believers in his village. The village’s witch doctor saw this as a threat, so 
he told Solomon that if he didn’t stop sharing the gospel, he was going to put a curse 
on him, and within three days, Solomon would die! But Solomon didn’t stop sharing. 
 
On day four, the day after he should have died, the people in the village saw 
Solomon’s boldness, and asked him, “What do you know that we don’t know?” This 
time when Solomon shared the gospel, 80 people believed in Jesus. On day five, 
people from a nearby village came to Solomon and asked the same question. Again, 
Solomon shared, and 60 more people believed. 
 
Over the next nine months, Jon and his team discipled these new believers and that 
year, the first Christian church was started among that people group of East Asia. 
 
Since then, the gospel has spread throughout their communities. Their one church 
planted other churches, which planted other churches, and now, about 10 years later, 



there are more than 28 churches and approximately 3,000 believers among that people 
group. 
 
You see, serving God is a lot less about being able to do it, and a lot more about 
simply being available to God. God doesn’t use perfect people, because none of us are 
perfect. He simply desires that we trust Him and take a step of faith. 
 
Like Jon, you’ve likely been discouraged at some point. You’ve tried to share Jesus 
with people in the past, but it didn’t seem to make any difference. But listen, you never 
know who God could be working on right now, so that like Solomon, you just showing 
up to love people could lead them to Jesus. 
 
Maybe you’ve wondered before if you’re called by God to be a preacher or missionary, 
but you didn’t know if you were good enough. If so, I’d love to talk with you about that, 
because there’s an old saying that God doesn’t call the equipped, He equips the called. 
 
Or maybe you’ve thought about teaching a Sunday School class, or serving in some 
way. Just recently, someone told me that she was willing to serve anywhere in the 
church where we had a need, even in the one area that she didn’t necessarily want to 
serve in. I love that! Because that shows a faith that trusts God with no conditions. 
 
Or maybe you’re called to something else. Maybe you’re called to do the work you’re 
already doing, but simply to share Jesus in that context. We need Christians in all sorts 
of places, in all the world in fact, so that all the world will hear the good news. 
 
Or maybe you’re just wondering if you’re called at all. Maybe you’re wondering if God 
really does love you. I want to end this morning with a video of Rich Mullins speaking at 
one of his concerts in the early 90’s before he died in 1997. In this video, I think Rich 
perfectly sums up what I’ve been trying to say this morning. 
 
[Rich Mullins talk] 

 



 
You see, no matter who you are or what you’ve done, God loves you.  So, will you let 28

go? Let go of your self, your pride, your plans, and trust in God’s plan? God’s plan is 
Jesus. Jesus is the epiphany of God. He’s the revelation of God’s love. And His plan is 
to save you through Jesus’s death for you on the cross, so that you follow Him. Will 
you trust Him? 

28 John 3:15, Romans 5:8, 1 John 4:8 


