
Ruth 4:11-13 
A Redeemed Bride 

 
Main idea: By grace through faith, God is preparing us as a Bride for her Husband. 
 
In bowling, a perfect game is 300 points. In order to get 300 points, you have to bowl 12 strikes in a row. That’s 
a challenge, even for professional bowlers. But a couple years ago, I saw this video. 
 
[Video of Ben Ketola getting 12 strikes] 

 
 
The bowler you saw in that video was Ben Ketola. He holds the world record for the fastest perfect game. In 
86.9 seconds, Ben Ketola bowled 12 strikes in a row, and he seemed to do it with no struggle whatsoever. 
When I saw that video, my daughter Emily watched it with me. She was about 7 years old at the time, and after 
seeing it, Emily said this: 
 

“If you were that good, that wouldn’t be any fun. Because if you just won all the time, you’d be bored of 
winning. It’s just not a challenge at all.” - Emily, 7 years old 

 
And I think she’s right.  I mean, it might be fun at first, but if there’s no challenge, then over time the game 1

would just become tedious. But since there’s a struggle, it’s fun to go back week after week, even though I 
can’t seem to ever increase my average any higher than 120. It’s frustrating. It’s a struggle. But that’s also 
what makes it interesting.  2

 
Does life ever feel like a struggle to you?  Some of you, when I just asked that, immediately thought, “When is 3

life ever NOT a struggle?” Right? 
 
I don’t know much about cooking, and that’s an understatement, but I do know about how messy a kitchen can 
get. Sometimes after Abby has been cooking for awhile, I come into the kitchen to see empty food boxes and 
steel cans all over the place, and also different ingredients that have spilled out accidentally all over the 
counter here and there. There are mixers, and cutting boards, and dirty cutting knives and spoons all over the 
kitchen and I think, “What good can possibly come out of this?” 
 
Abby and I have a running joke in which I say, “Hey, I want to show you something.” Then I’ll pick up an empty 
box that’s obviously trash, and go, “Ouch, ouch, ow,” and then drop it in the trash can less than a foot away. 
It’s actually mostly my joke that she doesn’t appreciate all that much. 
 
But you get the point. I see this big mess, which was a result of Abby’s struggle to make dinner, and I think, 
“How can this be a good thing? What good could possibly come out of this?” But then I taste her chili, and I 
think, “Mmmm, that’s good.” You see, the mess was a result of Abby preparing a delicious meal. 
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Have you ever wondered about the mess of life and thought, “What good could possibly come out of this?”  4

 
Listen, I don’t know all the struggles that you personally have gone through, or maybe are going through right 
now. But I do know that God makes beautiful things.  He makes dust into diamonds,  and turns our sorrows 5 6

into joy.  So it could be that through all the struggle and mess, God has been preparing you for Himself.  7 8

 
Ruth chapter 4, verses 11-13. 
 

Then all the people who were at the gate and the elders said, “We are witnesses. May the LORD make 
[Ruth] the woman, who is coming into your house, like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the 
house of Israel. May you act worthily in Ephrathah and be renowned in Bethlehem, and may your 
house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring that the LORD 
will give you by this young woman.” So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to 
her, and the LORD gave her conception, and she bore a son. (Ruth 4:11-13) 

 
What a happy story, right? In our passage this morning, we read that Ruth, who was a Moabite foreigner, was 
blessed by the elders of the city! And then Ruth and Boaz get married! And then nine months later, Ruth has a 
baby boy. 
 
You might even call it a fairy tale ending. But that doesn’t mean there weren’t struggles along the way. In fact, 
if you think about it, the very best fairy tales have a whole lot of struggles. 
 
Think about what happened to Cinderella. Her dad dies, she’s left with a wicked stepmother and two cruel 
step-sisters who she has to serve night and day, and she’s not even allowed to go to the ball. And yet, just 
when it seemed like all was lost, her godmother appeared and she went to the ball where she fell in love with 
the prince, and she was redeemed from a life of misery and lives happily ever after. 
 
But, of course, that’s just a silly kids’ fairy tale, right? 
 
So think about all the things that happened earlier in the book of Ruth to get Ruth to this point. There was a 
famine so that Naomi’s family moved to Moab,  where her son met and married Ruth. But then he died, so 9

Ruth become a young widow.  Then she decided to leave her family in Moab in order to stay with Naomi.  10 11

Then she had to rely on the welfare of others.  Then she had to meet Boaz, and Boaz had to show her 12

extraordinary grace.  Then she had to trust Naomi’s plan to propose to Boaz in a risky way,  and Boaz had to 13 14
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understand the proposal for what it was, and not take advantage of her.  And then, the even closer relative to 15

her deceased husband had to turn her down, so that Boaz had the right to marry her.  16

 
I mean, if any of these things didn’t happen just perfectly, the book of Ruth would never have been written! 
 
And yet, through every detail of Ruth’s story, God was in control. God was preparing Ruth for Boaz. 
 
And so, being at the city gates, Boaz didn’t waste a second. He called on the elders of the city to be witnesses 
that he was taking Ruth as his bride. And they responded in verse 11, “We are witnesses.” 
 
Whenever I baptize someone who has trusted in Jesus as their Savior, I always ask the rest of the 
congregation to affirm it. I ask you, “Will you be there for them, encourage them, pray for them, and help them 
grow in their faith?” And you always say, “We will.” In other words, you say, “We are witnesses.” 
 
We are witnesses of one another’s faith. That’s part of what it means to be a church. We’re to be committed 
not just to God, but to one another.  17

 
I encourage you to take that commitment seriously. Commit yourself not just to gather with your church family, 
but to be an encouragement to them.  Be less concerned with your needs, and more concerned about the 18

needs of others.  When someone joins the church, get their phone number so you can invite them over to your 19

house and get to know them. And when you notice they haven’t been to church in a week or two, send them a 
text to let them know they were missed. Don’t just write them off as a lost cause, but follow Jesus’s teaching in 
leaving the ninety-nine in pursuit of the one lost sheep.  20

 
Maybe you know some people who used to seem so faithful in their relationship to God and the church, but 
over time, you’ve seen them drop out of church, and make bad choices, and your heart breaks for them. But 
maybe through even all those things, God is up to something that we can’t even comprehend. 
 
Because here’s the thing. Through all the things that Ruth went through, God had been preparing Ruth for 
Boaz. 
 
Romans 8:28 says this: 
 

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28) 

 
That’s an amazing promise! All things work together for good! 
 
But maybe, in your life, you’ve been through some of the worst things. You’ve been diagnosed with an illness, 
or you lost a close family member when they were far too young, or you’ve struggled all your life with a 
particular sin. And you just wonder, “What good could possibly come out of this?” The truth is, God’s not done 
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with you yet. You might even have to go through even more than you’ve been through, but even through that, 
you can trust God that He’s preparing you as a bride for her husband.  21

 
So don’t waste your illness. See it for what it is. It’s God, allowing you to face hardship, so that you’ll see your 
need for Him and see His power to save you by grace.  And don’t waste your sadness. See it for what it is. It’s 22

God, allowing you to long for the happiness that can only be found in Christ.  And don’t even waste your 23

struggle against sin. See it for what it is. It’s God, allowing you to go your own way for a time, so that you will 
see His power to save you and redeem you,  as God redeemed Ruth. 24

 
And when all of that has happened, maybe we can just be in awe of what God has done and say, “God, we are 
witnesses of Your sovereign goodness toward us.”  25

 
After the elders of the city acknowledges that they were witnesses of what was happening, they went on to 
bless Ruth. Picking up in the middle of verse 11, they said: 
 

May the LORD make the woman, who is coming into your house, like Rachel and Leah, who together 
built up the house of Israel. May you act worthily in Ephrathah and be renowned in Bethlehem, and may 
your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring that the 
LORD will give you by this young woman.” (Ruth 4:12) 

 
They prayed that Ruth would be virtuous, and famous, and most importantly, perhaps, in their eyes, that she 
would bear children. 
 
Now, you might ask, why’s it so important for Ruth to bear children? 
 
When I started preaching through the book of Ruth, I talked about a little book called Flatland: A Romance of 
Many Dimensions.  And I used it to talk about how Ruth’s story has several layers to it. You might remember 26

this drawing. 
 
[Sphere passing through Flatland] 

 
 
It’s an illustration of a three-dimensional object, a sphere, passing through a two-dimensional world, Flatland. 
To the Flatlander, a resident of Flatland, the sphere wouldn’t even look like a circle unless he were able to walk 
all around it and feel its edges. Instead, a sphere passing through Flatland would look something like this. 
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[Video of a sphere passing through Flatland] 

 
 
To the Flatlander, a sphere passing through Flatland would first just appear out of nowhere as a single dot, 
then it would appear to grow into a line, then as the sphere was exiting Flatland, it would appear to shrink into 
a dot again before disappearing completely. Residents of a two-dimensional world would have no concept of a 
three-dimensional shape, but would interpret every three-dimensional shape through their two-dimensional 
experience, because they’re only seeing a very small picture of reality. 
 
What I’m saying is that we often only see a very small picture of the puzzle. That goes for science, and it goes 
for history, and to a great degree, it even goes for our faith. We often boast about what we think we know, but 
instead, we ought to think, “We don’t know nothing!”  We’re like two-dimensional beings trying to comprehend 27

the God who exists in an entirely different dimension, and we ought to simply be in awe of how He reveals 
Himself to us in Scripture.  28

 
And now, we’re approaching the end of the book of Ruth. After today, we have just two sermons left. So I want 
you to really shift your focus and notice that the book of Ruth really isn’t about Ruth at all. The whole book is 
driving toward the end, which is about the birth of a child. Verse 13. 
 

So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the LORD gave her 
conception, and she bore a son. (Ruth 4:13) 

 
For the Jews, the exciting thing about the book of Ruth is that God orchestrated all these details not just so that 
Ruth and Naomi would be provided for, or so that Ruth and Boaz would get married, but so that through their 
marriage, a baby would be born, and that through that baby, King David would eventually reign over Israel.  29

We’re going to talk about that a bit more in the next two sermons. But even more significant is the fact that 
through this same lineage, Jesus would be born. 
 
We read this in Matthew chapter 1. 
 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. (Matthew 1:1) 
 
Skipping down to verse 5, we read the part of the genealogy that we also find at the end of the book of Ruth. 
 

and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of 
Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of 
Uriah, (Matthew 1:5-6) 

 

27 1 Corinthians 13:9-12 
28 Isaiah 55:8-9 
29 Ruth 4:22 



And then skipping to the end of the genealogy in verse 16, we read this: 
 

and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 
(Matthew 1:16) 

 
So, you see, Ruth’s story is part of Jesus’s story. And Boaz’s love for Ruth displays our Redeemer’s love for 
us. And Ruth’s faith in her redeemer ought to inform our faith in our Redeemer. You see, Ruth really is a 
romance of many dimensions. It’s all about Jesus’s great love for you, romancing you to Himself.  30

 
I was sad for several weeks after our most recent foster baby left our home. I’ve shared before about how she 
was able to go to another Christian home where she may one day be adopted, and that’s awesome. I was and 
am so happy for her. But for weeks, I was also extremely overwhelmed with sadness. And I’m not saying I’m 
completely over that. But for the first couple weeks especially, I constantly wondered how she was doing. I 
constantly longed to hold her again, and to feed her again, and even to get up in the middle of the night to 
comfort her when she cried. I wanted to be a part of her life and take care of her. I wanted to see her take her 
first step, and speak her first words, and laugh at my dumb jokes, and cry over boys, and get her heart broken, 
and eventually even see her leave our house as a bride for her husband. 
 
Every time I saw her picture on the fridge, I'd want to cry. I wanted to know her, and I knew I probably wouldn't. 
 
But one day, after being on the verge of tears for weeks, I realized that I don’t have to know her. God knows 
her.  And He will take care of her. And He will prepare her as a bride for her husband. 31

 
Your story may contain many tears. But I’ve come to believe that all our tears have a purpose. God is 
preparing us through everything to come to Him in faith. 
 
How boring would Cinderella have been if her dad had never died, and if she grew up entitled, and married the 
prince just because she deserved it? That wouldn’t be a romance. That would be a tragedy. So maybe what 
we often think is a tragedy now is only the beginning of a romance in which we get to spend forever with our 
God, who loves us with a perfect love.  32

 
And when Jesus went to the cross, we might have called that a tragedy. But it’s not. Maybe for the moment it 
was, but that wasn’t the end of the story. It was how God demonstrated His love for you.  You see, Christ on 33

the cross is not a tragedy, but a romance. It’s surely a romance of many dimensions, and certainly one that we 
can’t possibly wrap our heads around, and yet, it’s true. Jesus died for you to redeem you as His bride. 
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