
Ruth 4:17-22 
The Point of It All 

 
Main idea: All of history, and all of our lives, direct us to Jesus. 
 
There are certain movies that go way beyond good story telling. In some movies, every single detail matters, 
and there’s not a single wasted moment in all of the script. And that’s by design. In those movies, the 
scriptwriters never wrote anything in the script to just fill the time or to appease the viewers. They crafted every 
detail as if it were part of a work of art, so that every detail is a crucial part of the larger picture. 
 
Maybe you can think of a good movie or two that fit that description. One that comes to my mind is The 
Truman Show. 
 
[Clip from the Truman Show] 

Truman crashes his boat into the edge of the world. He walks along the sea and up the stairs to the 
door marked “Exit.” 
 
Christof: Truman. You can speak. I can hear you. 
Truman: Who are you? 
Christof: I am the creator...of a television show that gives hope, and joy, and inspiration to millions. 
Truman: Then who am I? 
Christof: You are the star. 
Truman: Was nothing real? 
Christof: You were real. It’s what made you so good to watch. Listen to me, Truman. There’s no more 
truth out there than there is in the world I created for you. The same lies. The same deceit. But in my 
world, you have nothing to fear...I have been watching you your whole life. I was watching when you 
were born. I was watching when you took your first step...You can’t leave, Truman. 
Lauren: Please God. 
Christof: You belong here. 
Lauren: You can do it. 
Christof: Say something...you’re on television! You’re live to the whole world! 
Truman: In case I don’t see ya, good afternoon, good evening, and good night. Yep. 
 
Truman takes a bow and exits the world made for him. 

 
In the movie, Jim Carrey plays Truman Burbank, a man whose entire life has been on a TV show. In the end, 
he learns that everything around him in his life has been scripted, and that he was trapped in a world built for 
him. The creator of the show explains to him that the world he made for Truman was designed to be a kind of 
utopia, where he had nothing to fear: he would never get hurt or experience real pain. But to the dismay of the 
creator of the show, Truman then decides to exit the show in order to find the girl of his dreams. 
 
Ironically, the girl of his dreams was watching as he was making that decision, and she uttered a two-word 
prayer, “Please, God.” Did you catch that? 
 
When some people first saw the movie, they thought it was anti-Christian, and that the movie was making the 
point that any belief in a Creator is a restriction to our freedom. But that’s not what it’s saying at all. It’s saying 
that we shouldn’t be satisfied with a false narrative, no matter how much of a utopia it might seem to be. And 



when you watch the movie with that in mind, you find that everything builds to the inevitable conclusion that 
Truman will leave the false world to enter the real one in freedom. 
 
So it’s clear by the end of the movie that all along, for the makers of the movie, not just the show within the 
movie, but the movie itself, there really was a master plan for everything. 
 
If you’re like me, you’ve sometimes wondered if God has a master plan for everything,  and if God’s master 1

plan even includes (or, at least doesn’t exclude) negative things,  whether from history or things that you’ve 2

personally experienced. Like, how can God’s plan include things like World War II, and 9/11, or even on a 
more personal scale, loneliness.  Maybe you’ve wondered how all of history, and even all of your life, can 3

possibly be moving toward some point that God is making.  And, if you’re like me, you’ve even asked yourself, 4

does my life have a point? 
 
From an atheistic point of the view, the answer is no. If everything only exists as a series of random 
occurrences, then life and history aren’t moving toward anything, and nothing has a purpose.  5

 
And many times throughout my life, I’ve wondered if I had a purpose. Sometimes it just seems like my life is so 
insignificant, and that even if I were to accomplish something, would it even matter? And sometimes you may 
wonder if what you do matters. 
 
But the thing is, if you read the Bible, you’ll find that the answer is always yes, and that there is a point to it all. 
 
Today we’ll be looking at the point of it all as we finish our series through the book of Ruth. So turn with me to 
the last chapter of Ruth: Ruth chapter 4. 
 
In the beginning of the book of Ruth, we found her mother-in-law Naomi depressed, and afraid that she would 
be alone the rest of her life.  She was resigned to the real possibility of having no family, no descendants, and 6

she felt like she had no hope, being cursed by God.  But by the end of the book, her daughter-in-law Ruth had 7

gotten married to a righteous man named Boaz, and they had a child.  And then we read this in chapter 4, 8

verse 17. 
 

And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They 
named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. (Ruth 4:17) 

 
Pay attention to names. Names are important. In the movie The Truman Show, for example, the main 
character is named Truman, not only because he was the only real person on the show within the movie, but 
because he represents all of us. He is the true man. And the creator of the show in the movie was named 
Christof, not because he was a Christ-figure, but because he aspired to be divine, but he was a little off. His 
name Christof actually means “Off-Christ,” or “Antichrist.” That alone should have clued us in on how the movie 
was going to turn out! 

1 Jeremiah 29:11 
2 Job 2:10 
3 Isaiah 53:3 
4 Ephesians 1:5-6 
5 Ecclesiastes 1:14 
6 Ruth 1:1-5 
7 Ruth 1:20 
8 Ruth 4:13 



 
And as we saw when we started this series through the book of Ruth, the names in the Bible are often 
important, too. They frequently tell us about a person’s character, or sometimes even tell us exactly what their 
role in the story or even in all of history is. The name Moses, for example, not only means “drawn out,” 
because he was found in a basket in the river and drawn out of the water, but it can also mean “Rescuer” or 
“Deliverer.”  And we see that Moses went on to deliver the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt. So God 9

literally allowed Moses to live up to his name.  10

 
And we see this many times throughout the Bible. Adam called his wife Eve because she would be the mother 
of all the living. The name Eve means “lifegiver.”  God changed Abram’s name to Abraham, and he became 11

the father of many nations, because that’s what his name means.  12

 
And we’ve even seen several people throughout the book of Ruth who were named things that ended up being 
significant to the story. Naomi, which means “pleasant,” tried to change her name to Mara, which means 
“bitter.”  But that didn’t stick because God didn’t plan for Naomi to stay bitter, but to be blessed.  And we saw 13 14

that the name Boaz means “strength is within him,”  signifying that Boaz is the hero of the story who would 15

save the day, or at least that the Strength who was in Boaz would save the day. 
 
So names are significant. 
 
So when we read in our passage today that the child born to Ruth and Boaz was named “Obed,” we should at 
least wonder, “What does Obed mean?” And if you look it up, you’ll find that the name Obed simply means, 
“serving” or “servant.” 
 
It’s interesting that in verse 17, did you notice this, that it says that a son has been born to Naomi. That’s a little 
strange, don’t you think? We would expect it to say that a son has been born to Ruth or to Boaz, since they are 
his parents, but instead, it names Naomi. We’re not told anything about Obed past his birth, only that his birth 
served the purpose of bringing purpose back into Naomi’s life, and he would likely grow up to serve Naomi by 
providing for her as a son would care for his parents. 
 
Remember, from the very beginning of the book of Ruth, Naomi suffered. So it only makes sense that the child 
who was born at the end of the story was to show that God really does relieve suffering. And although He 
doesn’t take back the difficult times that we face, He does allow us to go through all those things so that He 
can ultimately bless us with good gifts.  16

 
Sometimes those good gifts come in this life. Sometimes they don’t. But they always come in the life to come, 
when every sorrow will be turned into joy.  17

 
But lest we think that the book of Ruth climaxes with Obed’s birth, the book ends with another name entirely. 
Verse 18. 
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Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, Hezron fathered Ram, Ram fathered 
Amminadab, Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon, Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz 
fathered Obed, Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David. (Ruth 4:18-22) 

 
How a book ends often tells you a lot about why the book was written. 
 
Movies are the same way. The end of the movie The Truman Show makes sense of the beginning. In the 
beginning of the movie, we find Truman living a happy life, but it seems like everyone around him is fake and 
up to something. But then the end tells you the point of it all. Without the end, the beginning would just seem 
kind of pointless. 
 
Maybe that’s why so many people today believe that life is pointless: they haven’t yet heard or understood or 
believed the end of the story.  18

 
Well, this is even more true for Scripture. How a book ends often tells you a lot about why the book was 
written. Near the end of the book of John, for example, we read this: 
 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but 
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name. (John 20:30-31) 

 
John tells us very plainly why he wrote his book. The purpose was that you might believe and have life in 
Jesus. John also wrote the book of Revelation. It ends like this: 
 

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace 
of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. (Revelation 22:20-21) 

 
And I think that’s a fitting end not just for the book of Revelation, but for all of the Bible. The purpose of the 
book is that we would believe that Jesus is coming back soon, and that we would all rest in His grace. So the 
end of the book tells us a lot about the book itself. 
 
So when read what seems like a boring genealogy at the end of the book of Ruth, we shouldn’t consider it to 
be just some boring genealogy. Because we can actually learn from this passage at the end of the book of 
Ruth that it was written not merely as a love story between Boaz and Ruth. but as something more. It’s about 
the history of David. David would be the king that all of Israel always wanted: humble yet strong. A man after 
God’s own heart.  And for hundreds of years after David died, they still wrote about him as if he was the best 19

thing that ever happened to their nation, and they longed for him to return.  So when any Jew read this story, 20

they’d praise God for David’s family history, and how God was sovereign to bring all the details together so that 
David would eventually be born and reign. 
 
And as Christians, it’s even more significant than that. Not only is this story part of the history of a king, but part 
of the family history of the King of kings.  21
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You see, ultimately, the book of Ruth is not about Ruth, and it’s not about Naomi, and it’s not even about Boaz. 
The Strength within Boaz doesn’t come from Boaz himself. It’s the same Strength within every Christian. 
Through faith, the Holy Spirit comes to live in you. He is your Strength.  22

 
The book of Ruth isn’t about Ruth, or Naomi, or Boaz, and it’s about the offspring of Boaz, who is named at the 
end of the book as being Obed, David, and yet we see from the whole of Scripture that the descendant of 
David was even more significant than him. 
 
You see, the name “Jesus” means “God is salvation.”  And Jesus certainly lived up to His name. It’s the name 23

above all names, and at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord.  24

 
What I’m simply saying is that all of Scripture, and all of history, and all of our lives, direct us to Jesus. 
 
So when you read the book of Ruth, don’t just be happy about a good love story, and don’t just praise God for 
redeeming Naomi’s family, or even just that God brought about a king for the people of Israel. These were all 
awesome things. But even more so, be in awe that God sent His Son to be the Redeemer of everyone who 
believes, and that He even came to redeem you.  25

 
God loves you.  He loves you so much that He had a purpose from the very beginning,  and He orchestrated 26 27

every detail throughout all of history, and sent His Son to redeem you, so that you would not perish, but have 
eternal life. That’s the story that God has written about you. 
 
And as God tells that story, every single detail matters, and there’s not a single wasted moment in all of the 
script. And that’s by design. God never wrote anything into your life to just fill the time or to appease you. He 
crafted every moment as if it were part of a work of art, so that every detail is part of the story He’s telling not 
just to you, but to all of creation: to everything and everyone He has made.  28

 
You see, God works all things for the good of those love Him, who are called according to His purpose.  29

 
And Jesus is the point of it all. 
 
We would majorly miss the point of the book of Ruth if we didn’t keep this in mind. The point is not merely to be 
encouraged by the faith of Ruth in leaving her home country in order to be devoted to Naomi and the one true 
God.  That’s not the point. The point is that we would be in awe of how good God is in sending us His Son, so 30

that we would leave our idols and false gods, and turn to Jesus. 
 
The point is not to see how great Boaz was in sacrificing his money and life in redeeming Ruth, but to see that 
Jesus sacrificed infinitely more by leaving heaven to die on a cross in order to redeem us.  31
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And the point is not to be happy for Naomi that a baby was born that she could take care of, and who would 
grow up to take care of her, but rather that a baby was born to redeem us all,  and that we, being the 32

redeemed Bride of Christ, would now desire to serve Him and not just be redeemed unto heaven, but live 
redeemed lives today that glorify God.  33

 
Jesus said this: 
 

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear 
witness about me. (John 5:39) 

 
You know, we could say this about a lot of things. You go to work, raise a family, and search for significance 
because you think that in them you have life, but it’s these that testify about Jesus. It’s good to work. It’s good 
to raise a family. It’s good to find enjoyment in what you do. But even while doing all things, remember this: it’s 
all about Jesus. It’s about knowing Him, and serving Him, and resting in what He did for you. 
 
Jesus also said this: 
 

This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent. (John 6:29) 
 
It’s like we’re the girl of His dreams, and so He prayed from the cross, “Please God, forgive them, because 
they know not what they do.”  34

 
When I was thirteen years old, I wondered if my life had a point. I was becoming increasingly depressed. I was 
outwardly cheerful and extroverted, but I knew that I was only acting that way because I was craving 
affirmation from others. And I even knew then that all of that was so elusive, like chasing after the wind, but I 
just didn’t know any other way. 
 
But then I heard about Jesus. I had heard about Jesus before, but it was when I was thirteen that it really sunk 
in that Jesus gives purpose to our lives, because He’s the point of all life. He’s the beginning and the end,  35

and in Him we live and move and have our being.  36

 
You see, without knowing the end, the beginning would just seem kind of pointless. So maybe so many people 
believe in a random, pointless existence to life because they haven’t yet embraced Jesus, who gives meaning 
to the whole story. And while it’s difficult to accept, I think Scripture teaches that God even allows this whole 
world to be broken for a time, so that He can redeem it all in the end by grace, through faith in His Son, Jesus 
Christ.  37

 
So I invite you this morning to recognize that Jesus is the point of it all. 
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And when you do that, you find that everything you do matters. When you do a good job at work, you point to 
Jesus because Jesus was perfect in every way.  When you raise a family, you point to Jesus because a 38

husband and wife is a picture of Christ and His Bride, the church.  And even when you fail, you point to Jesus 39

because Jesus saves us from all our sins.  40

 
Faith is simply recognizing that. It’s admitting that you are not the point of your life, and that Jesus is. 
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