
Ruth 4:1-10 
Only One Redeemer 

 
Main idea: There is no other name under heaven by which you must be saved. 
 
In 1979, Monty Python released a horribly crude, heretical, very insightful movie called “The Life of Brian.” It’s 
all about a baby named Brian who was born the same night as Jesus. And it begins on that night, when the 
wise men who traveled from the east to see Jesus accidentally stopped at the manger that Brian was born in 
first. In the movie, they offered Brian their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, but once they realized they 
went to the wrong manger, they took their gifts back and went to Jesus’s manger next door. But from that 
moment on, all his life Brian was confused for being Jesus. And then, at the end of his life, being crucified on a 
cross, Brian saw his disciples, and his mom, and hoped that someone would redeem him from his suffering. 
 
Now, is Brian the savior? No, of course not. 
 
In fact, there were many people who were crucified by the Romans during that period of time. During one war 
alone, The War of Spartacus, around 70 BC, over 10,000 people were crucified as rebels of the Roman 
empire.  Were any of them saviors? No. 1

 
We could explore other possible saviors, such as Krishna, Buddha, and Quirinus. There have been hundreds, 
if not thousands of people throughout history who many people believe are worth following. Some of these 
people claimed to be sons of gods, and claimed to show people the way to God or at least to happiness. So 
many people today will say that believing in Jesus might be the acceptable faith of our culture, but if you were 
born in India, then you would rightly look to Krishna or Ghandi. Or if you were born in China you would rightly 
look to Buddha, or even to no one at all. But is Jesus merely the right Savior for our Western minds, or is He 
the right Savior for all the world?  2

 
So who or what is your savior? I’m sure that most of us this morning would say that Jesus is. We know that 
He’s the right answer, and yet our lives often tell a different story. Jesus said this, in Matthew 7:21: 
 

Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 7:21) 

 
So do you do God’s will? Even we who say that Jesus is our Lord often look to other things for meaning and 
significance. Because I don’t know about you, but I spend entirely too much time dreaming about some ideal 
future that I hope to make for myself, dreaming of doing my own will, whether that means raising perfect kids, 
or saving a certain amount of money, or accomplishing certain goals. While I would never say that I have to 
save my life, I kind of act like I do. I act like I need to make something of my life. So, like me, do you think that 
you have to do something to redeem your own life, or do you look to Jesus? 
 
Well, we’ve been seeing from Scripture for the last couple weeks that Boaz really wanted to be Ruth’s 
redeemer.  She was a widow, and in that culture that meant a life of poverty, not having someone who would 3

provide for her. But Boaz loved her and wanted to redeem her from that. The Hebrew law, however, stated that 
it was the closest relative to her deceased husband who had the right and obligation to provide for Ruth.  Along 4
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with her husband, Mahlon, we know that Ruth’s brother-in-law, Chilion, also died in Moab,  so he obviously 5

couldn’t be her kinsman redeemer. And yet her father-in-law Elimilech must have had something like a 
nephew, because Boaz stated in chapter 3 that there was a closer kinsman redeemer than himself.  6

 
So even though Boaz loved Ruth, and wanted to marry her, he was also devout in his faith in God, and he 
didn’t want to break the law. So he made up his mind to quickly find this other possible kinsman redeemer,  7

probably Elimilech’s nephew, Ruth’s only other closer relative, and that’s where our story picks up today. 
 
Ruth chapter 4, starting in verse 1. 
 

Now Boaz had gone up to the gate and sat down there. And behold, the redeemer, of whom Boaz had 
spoken, came by. So Boaz said, “Turn aside, friend; sit down here.” And he turned aside and sat down. 
And he took ten men of the elders of the city and said, “Sit down here.” So they sat down. (Ruth 4:1-2) 

 
In those days, there wasn’t exactly an easy way to find someone quickly. They didn’t have Facebook or a 
telephone book, or even a telephone. But Boaz was absolutely intent on finding this person who had the right 
to be Ruth’s redeemer. So he went to the one place where it was most likely that he might find the person: the 
city gate. 
 
The city gate was the place where people were coming and going all day long. Anytime anyone had to leave or 
come into the city, it was through the gate. It was the place to be if you were looking for someone. It would be 
kind of like going to Casey’s and just hanging out there for awhile. You’re eventually going to see pretty much 
the whole town! 
 
So Boaz went to the gate and sat down. And besides sitting, it doesn’t say what he did there, but I imagine that 
anytime anyone passed through the gate, Boaz said to them, “Hey, do you know Elimilech’s nephew? Do you 
know what he’s doing today? Could you let him know that I’m here all day? I have a matter of urgent 
importance that I need to discuss with him.” 
 
All day long. “Do you know Elimilech’s nephew? Could you let him know I’m here? I have a matter I need to 
discuss with him.” Over and over again. He waited, and he inquired. And eventually, the man came. So Boaz 
took the man aside and said, “Hey, you’re going to want to sit down for this.” 
 
And, to make it official, Boaz also had ten elders of the city sit down with them. Not only was the city gate a 
place of coming and going, but it was also a place of official business. Boaz didn’t want it to appear to anyone 
like some shady deal done in darkness. He didn’t want to be accused of going behind anyone’s back on this. 
He wanted everything to be done in the light. 
 
As a side note, do you do your business in the light? Or do you have to constantly look over your shoulder to 
see who’s around? You know, if you always speak honestly and lovingly, you don’t have to worry about who’s 
in earshot, because you don’t gossip or spread lies. You’ll always speak the truth in love.  That’s what Boaz did 8

when he got down to business. 
 
Verse 3. 
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Then he said to the redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is selling the 
parcel of land that belonged to our relative Elimelech. So I thought I would tell you of it and say, ‘Buy it 
in the presence of those sitting here and in the presence of the elders of my people.’ If you will redeem 
it, redeem it. But if you will not, tell me, that I may know, for there is no one besides you to redeem it, 
and I come after you.” And he said, “I will redeem it.” (Ruth 4:3-4) 

 
It’s interesting that we’re never told this other redeemer’s name. He’s just some dude. 
 
So Boaz lets this guy know about the opportunity to redeem Elimelech’s property, and at first, this dude’s like, 
“Hey, this is a sweet deal! I wouldn’t mind some more land! And it’s coming at a good price!“ It’s kind of like the 
land was foreclosed on, and so he was paying bottom dollar for it. And it’s kind of like an adventure, too, like 
buying the contents of a storage unit. Who knows what you’re going to find? 
 
So Boaz was a little nervous at this point. He wanted to be the redeemer, not for the stuff, but for Ruth. So then 
Boaz told this other dude about the fine print. Verse 5. 
 

Then Boaz said, “The day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite, 
the widow of the dead, in order to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance.” Then the 
redeemer said, “I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I impair my own inheritance. Take my right of 
redemption yourself, for I cannot redeem it.” (Ruth 4:5-6) 

 
So once this dude heard all the details, he’s like, “No way. I can’t do it. I’ve already got a wife and twenty kids 
of my own to worry about, I’m not about to jeopardize that!” And that was probably smart of him. 
 
So we’re never told this other guy’s name, because he’s not the hero of the story, but let me just say this. 
Sometimes, like this dude, you’ve got to know when not to bite off more than you can chew. You are not the 
hero of your story. You’re not called to fight every battle,  and it’s not your job to champion every cause. You’re 9

not the redeemer. But it is your job to point to the true redeemer with your whole life.  It’s your job to say, “I’m 10

an imperfect sinner, saved only by grace by a perfect savior.” 
 
And that’s actually the point of the transaction that takes place next in our Scripture. Verse 7. 
 

Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a 
transaction, the one drew off his sandal and gave it to the other, and this was the manner of attesting in 
Israel. So when the redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself,” he drew off his sandal. (Ruth 4:7-8) 

 
Drawing off his sandal was an illustration of saying, “I’m a disgrace! I don’t have it all together.” Like, you would 
never go out of the house with just one shoe on, would you? No, because you’d be hobbling along, 
unbalanced. It’s a visual reminder of a spiritual reality. 
 
But there’s an even more disgraceful element that should have happened according to the Hebrew law 
regarding this other dude. Deuteronomy 25:7-9. 
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And if the man does not wish to take his brother's wife, then his brother's wife shall go up to the gate to 
the elders and say, ‘My husband's brother refuses to perpetuate his brother's name in Israel; he will not 
perform the duty of a husband's brother to me.’ Then the elders of his city shall call him and speak to 
him, and if he persists, saying, ‘I do not wish to take her,’ then his brother's wife shall go up to him in 
the presence of the elders and pull his sandal off his foot and spit in his face. And she shall answer and 
say, ‘So shall it be done to the man who does not build up his brother's house.’ (Deuteronomy 25:7-9) 

 
So not only was this guy supposed to lose his sandal, showing that he was unbalanced, but according to the 
law, Ruth was also supposed to spit in his face, showing that he was a disgrace. And yet, the text doesn’t tell 
us that she did. I think it’s because, even though he deserved it, she showed him grace. 
 
Here’s the thing. Our sin makes us unbalanced.  And while we often act like we have it all together, the truth 11

is, we ourselves need a redeemer, because we’ve all sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  We need 12

Someone to be our Substitute, who will take our shame and disgrace upon Himself.  13

 
So, like the man in the story, who will you give your sandal to? In other words, who will you look to who will 
receive all your sin and disgrace? Who will take your place, doing what you could not do, saving you from your 
sin and shame? There’s only One Person who can, and He did it willingly for you. 
 
By stepping up to be Ruth’s redeemer, Boaz was also stepping up to be this other dude’s substitute. He was 
saying, “Hey, what you cannot do, or are unwilling to do, I will do on your behalf.” 
 
And Jesus says the same to us! Jesus tells us, “What you cannot do, I did on your behalf.”  You could not be 14

perfect, so Jesus was perfect in your place. You could not pay for your sin, so Jesus paid for your sin, so that 
you could be forgiven and even righteous in Him. He was pierced for our transgressions,  and He was spit 15

upon for our disgrace,  and He was crucified.  You could not save yourself, so Jesus saves you by grace, 16 17

through faith.  18

 
There’s only one redeemer, and you’re not it. His name is Jesus Christ. Acts 4:12. 
 

And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) 

 
The Bible is absolutely clear that there’s only one redeemer, and his name is not Chris Huff. And it’s not Nick 
Merano. And it’s not Tina Hill. And it’s not Brian. Faith in yourself, or in Buddah, or Muhhamed isn’t going to cut 
it. According to 1 John 4:14: 
 

And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. (1 John 
4:14) 
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There’s no other savior in the whole world. Only Jesus is the savior. Only Jesus is the redeemer. 
 
Jesus said it this way in John 14:6: 
 

I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. (John 14:6) 
 
Sometimes in this life, we try to make our own way. But only Jesus is the way. Sometimes we try to define our 
own truth, but only Jesus is the truth. Sometimes we try to live our own life, but only Jesus is the life. Only 
Jesus is the savior. 
 
We often construct idols that we think will save us. We think something like a bigger house or a certain amount 
of money will be our salvation.  And while it’s not wrong to have things, some of the people who have the most 19

things today are realizing that stuff can never make them happy. So don’t put your hope in things. 
 
I’m amazed at how many of us think that we can be saved through political figures like Donald Trump or 
Barack Obama. We think, “This person is going to redeem our nation.” But that’s actually the opposite of what 
the Bible says. The Bible never says we can even have the slightest hope through political decisions or 
government action. In fact, many people believe that the Bible says that it’s going to be a politician who turns 
out to be the Antichrist.  So don’t put your hope in politics. 20

 
Sometimes we put our hope in ourselves. We think, “If I can just accomplish this thing, or get this job, or be 
well-liked, then my life is going to be worth something.” But the Bible is clear that all our greatest acts of 
righteousness are filthy rags before God.  He’s not impressed with how good we are, because not only are we 21

still sinners, but He’s the omnipotent One who is sovereign over all time and space.  So don’t put your hope in 22

yourself. 
 
Put your hope in the only true redeemer: Jesus Christ. 
 
To further illustrate that there is only one redeemer, the text goes on to explain that Boaz not only redeemed 
Ruth, but so much more. Verse 9. 
 

Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses this day that I have bought from 
the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and to Mahlon. Also 
Ruth the Moabite, the widow of Mahlon, I have bought to be my wife, to perpetuate the name of the 
dead in his inheritance, that the name of the dead may not be cut off from among his brothers and from 
the gate of his native place. You are witnesses this day.” (Ruth 4:9-10) 

 
So Boaz not only redeemed Ruth, but also all that belonged to her deceased husband, Mahlon, and all that 
belonged to her brother-in-law, Chilion, because his wife went back to Moab. He also redeemed all that 
belonged to Elimelech, so that Ruth’s descendants would receive the inheritance. 
 
And as we saw a few weeks back, Boaz was even a type of redeemer of the dead, so that their family name 
would not be cut off.  We often think of the book of Ruth as just a love story between Ruth and Boaz, but it’s 23
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actually about much more than that. It’s a romance of many dimensions. Even just at face value, it’s about a 
man who was faithful and compassionate to redeem a whole family and all their descendants by becoming a 
substitute, and he did it by the riches of his mercy toward an undeserving Gentile. 
 
And ultimately, we should understand that Jesus is the true and better Boaz. Jesus didn’t just step up to 
redeem one person or even one whole family at one point in history, but He came to redeem all people from all 
of history who will put their trust in Him and be saved.  24

 
The gospel isn’t just for people born in certain places, but for all the world. The most popular verse in all the 
Bible is incredibly clear. John 3:16. 
 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

 
Jesus died for the sins of the whole world, because God loves the whole world. But being saved isn’t 
automatic. Salvation is given to everyone who believes in Jesus. 
 
Jesus also said this: 
 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 
(Luke 9:24) 

 
Jesus is the only Savior. That means that you can’t be your own savior. You must let go of your life, lose it for 
Jesus, and allow Him to be your Savior and Lord. 
 
So like Ruth, will you allow Him to redeem you? 
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