
Ruth 3:6-15 
Let’s Get Married 

 
Main idea: True faith says to God, “Let’s get married.” 
 
So it's wedding season! Ed and Susie’s daughter, Maggie, is getting married today, and that’s a beautiful thing. 
And next week, Donald and Nancy's son, Dawson, will be getting married, and that's also a beautiful thing. And 
it’s beautiful not just because love and commitment are good things, but because marriage reflects the very 
gospel that we believe and rejoice in when we become followers of Jesus. 
 
Our relationship with God is illustrated in many ways in the Bible. It’s pictured as the relationship between a 
slave and his Master.  It’s pictured as the relationship between a Father and His child.  But maybe one of the 1 2

most beautiful illustrations of our relationship with God is that of a Husband and His bride.  3

 
In the ideal marriage, husband and wife love and serve one another. While each of them have different roles 
and responsibilities within the marriage, they are both absolutely committed to one another. The wife submits 
to her husband, just as we are to submit ourselves to God, and the husband gives his life for his wife, just as 
Jesus gave His life for us.  4

 
Maybe you don’t feel like your marriage or your parents’ marriage is a very good illustration of this. And 
because of that, maybe it’s difficult for you to really understand God’s perfect love for you.  5

 
Well, there’s good news for you. Because even though we’re sinners,  and therefore none of our relationships 6

will be perfect, God is perfect.  He shows us the love that what we’ve always longed for.  And through His love, 7 8

we can have hope of even our most imperfect relationships being restored.  9

 
It’s like this: did you know that you’ve never seen a perfect circle? 
 
[No Perfect Circle video] 

 
 

1 Galatians 1:10 
2 Matthew 10:15 
3 Isaiah 54:5 
4 Ephesians 5:22-25 
5 John 3:16 
6 Romans 3:23 
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8 John 13:34, Romans 5:8 
9 1 Peter 4:8 



This is not a perfect circle. And you’ll see that if you zoom in on it, you can see that it’s not a perfect circle 
because it’s not perfectly curved. Not even computers can make perfect circles because pixels are square, not 
curved. In fact, every circle you’ve ever seen has had slight imperfections, even if they weren’t perceptible to 
your eye. And yet, we all know what perfect circle is. 
 
The same is true for this illustration of our relationship with God. Even though none of our marriages are 
perfect, they can all remind us of and even cause us to rest that much more in the perfect love that God has for 
us. And when you rest in God’s love for you, you begin to want to follow Him in all that you do.  10

 
I went to my nephew’s wedding last weekend, and whenever I get the opportunity to attend rather than officiate 
a wedding, I usually listen very closely to the sermon in order to possibly “borrow” things that I might use in the 
future. One thing that I noticed at my nephew’s wedding that I had never heard before wasn’t in the sermon, 
but in the vows. They were basically the traditional vows: “to have and to hold, for richer or poorer, in sickness 
and in health, for as long as you both shall live.” But rather than having the wedding couple say, “I do,” the 
minister had them say, “I will.” And I thought that was interesting. 
 
Sometimes I think it might be too easy to say “I do.” At any given moment, I do intend to be and commit to 
being a better husband and father, but a true commitment shows that “I will” even when I don’t feel like it. 
 
We saw last week that Naomi devised a plan and suggested to Ruth that she make a very forward move in her 
relationship with Boaz. Naomi told Ruth to do a series of things that Boaz would understand as a marriage 
proposal. And Ruth expressed her faith and even excitement in Naomi’s plan and said, “All that you say I will 
do.”  11

 
And that brings us to our Scripture today. Ruth chapter 3, starting with verses 6-7. 
 

So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law had commanded her. And 
when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap 
of grain. Then she came softly and uncovered his feet and lay down. (Ruth 3:6-7) 

 
So we see that Ruth did everything exactly the way Naomi had instructed her. Remember back in chapter 1 
when Ruth expressed her loyalty to her mother-in-law, to follow her? Ruth said: 
 

“Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you go I will go, and where you 
lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and 
there will I be buried. May the LORD do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from 
you.” (Ruth 1:16-17) 

 
Ruth was committing both to Naomi, and to God. Even then, she was saying to both of them, “All that you say I 
will do.” 
 
Well, Ruth’s actions in our Scripture today show just how much she meant that. She was obeying her 
mother-in-law in everything, even in a very delicate matter. 
 

10 1 John 4:19 
11 Ruth 3:5 



Because think about how risky this was. Ruth was making herself very vulnerable to Boaz. Boaz could have 
done any number of things. He could have taken advantage of the situation. He could have raped her. Nobody 
would have known. Or, being a devout Jew, he could have scolded her for seemingly offering herself to him in 
that way, and he could have thrown her out and let others know just how shameful she was. 
 
But as we’ll see, he didn’t do any of that. Instead, he understood it exactly the way Naomi and Ruth meant it: 
as a marriage proposal. 
 
Did you know that there are many things that we could do that are neither right nor wrong in and of 
themselves? And I’m not being wishy washy about morality, because there’s definitely a right and a wrong, but 
often it’s the motives behind our actions that make them right or wrong.  The exact same actions can be done 12

in worship to God, or in defiance to God. One is right, and the other is wrong. 
 
Like falling asleep at church. 
 
I heard a story about a preacher that came to a city to lead a revival, and he noticed a man who always looked 
either half asleep, or even completely asleep during his sermons. The preacher shared with a fellow minister 
how he judged that man, and how he pitied the poor woman sitting next to him for having such an unspiritual 
husband. At the end of the revival, the sleepy man actually came up to talk to preacher, and he said something 
like: “Thank you so much for coming and preaching! I’m sorry if you noticed that I fell asleep a lot. I have a 
terminal illness and the medication I’m on eases the pain, but makes me so drowsy all the time. But your 
sermons really gave me encouragement for my final days.” 
 
We need to be careful judging things we see sometimes.  We need to remind ourselves that our judgment is 13

not the final judgment.  We can be so quick to judge, even on issues where there’s a lot of wiggle room. And 14

by the same token, even in our desire to please God, sometimes what we do is probably a little messy. Be 
thankful God sees your heart.  15

 
So even though Boaz was probably a little confused, Boaz saw Naomi’s heart. 
 
By laying at his feet, Ruth was telling Boaz, “Let’s get married!” In the Old Testament, to sleep with a person 
was to marry them.  It was how you sealed the covenant of marriage, and children were seen as the fruit of 16

the marriage.  17

 
And that’s important because the book of Ruth ends with the birth of a child. 
 
But we’re getting way ahead of ourselves. For now, through her actions, just notice that Ruth was telling Boaz, 
“Let’s get married.” 
 
This was an act of faith. Ruth was committing not only to Boaz, but also to God. Remember, she had been free 
and clear! She could have gone back to Moab, to her family and to her false gods! But, once again, Ruth 
displayed her faith in the true God of Israel. 

12 James 4:3 
13 Matthew 7:1 
14 Romans 12:19 
15 1 Samuel 16:7 
16 Genesis 2:24 
17 Genesis 1:28 



 
Here’s how it happened. 
 
Verse 8. 
 

At midnight the man was startled and turned over, and behold, a woman lay at his feet! He said, “Who 
are you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over your servant, for you 
are a redeemer.” (Ruth 3:8-9) 

 
Boaz woke up extremely confused. I mean, wouldn’t you be? He wakes up to find a woman laying at his feet, 
and he didn’t know what was going on, so he said, “Who are you?” 
 
That’s a pretty logical question, isn’t it? If I woke up with a person lying at my feet, I’d want to know who they 
were. I think my wife would want to know, too! 
 
So Ruth answered Boaz, “I’m Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over me.” The picture is that of a momma 
bird taking care of her newborn birdies. Ruth was asking for protection. She was asking for provision. She was 
asking for him to take her, to have and to hold, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, for as long as 
they both shall live. 
 
And it’s interesting that the reason Ruth gives Boaz to do all of this isn’t for love. Rather, as she says at the 
end of verse 9, “for you are a redeemer.” 
 
We’ve talked about the importance of kinsman redeemers the last couple weeks, and how through them, the 
Jewish law made sure that widows were cared for and family names did not die out.  We even talked about 18

the prophetic aspect of the redeemer, since Jesus ultimately came to redeem us, making us a people for His 
possession.  And, of course, Jesus did that because He loves us.  In fact, I think Jesus taught us that the 19 20

highest possible love you can have is when you leave the ninety-nine in order to save the one.  21

 
Jesus said this: 
 

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. (John 15:13) 
 
So I don’t think Ruth was asking Boaz to not do this out of love, but rather that he would do it out of the 
deepest kind of love possible. She was asking him to lay down his life for her. 
 
Verse 10. 
 

And he said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, my daughter. You have made this last kindness 
greater than the first in that you have not gone after young men, whether poor or rich. And now, my 
daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you ask, for all my fellow townsmen know that you are a 
worthy woman. And now it is true that I am a redeemer. Yet there is a redeemer nearer than I. Remain 
tonight, and in the morning, if he will redeem you, good; let him do it. But if he is not willing to redeem 
you, then, as the LORD lives, I will redeem you. Lie down until the morning.” (Ruth 3:10-13) 

18 Deuteronomy 25:5-6 
19 1 Peter 2:9 
20 John 3:16 
21 Matthew 18:10-14 



 
Now, they weren’t even married yet, and yet they were already doing a much better job of displaying how 
married couples ought to treat one another than perhaps most of us. Ruth was asking something huge of 
Boaz, asking to be shown his kindness, and yet he says in verse 10 that she’s the one showing kindness to 
him! Boaz had all the wealth, all the authority, and all the means in this situation, and Ruth had nothing. She’s 
widowed, and has to rely on the kindness of others for provision, yet Boaz feels that she’s showing him great 
love by choosing him to be her husband. 
 
I think God looks at us the same way. We don’t have anything to bring to the table. We were lost in our sin.  22

And yet, God looks at us and says, “I want you, and I would give anything and everything for you.”  23

 
And He did. Jesus gave us His life. And Jesus is the only One who could do it.  24

 
Well, when Ruth proposed to Boaz, he could have snatched her up right then and eloped. It sure looks like he 
wanted to. And yet, because he knew and followed the Jewish law, he knew that the closest relative to her 
deceased husband actually had the right and obligation to redeem her. We’re going to talk about that in my 
message two weeks from today. But for now, just notice that Boaz says in verse 13: “but if he is not willing to 
redeem you, then, as the LORD lives, I will redeem you.” 
 
This is in stark contrast to how many men in our culture view marriage. They view it as giving in. They view it 
as the end of their freedom. They view it as the ruin of all their fun and as the end of their lives. 
 
Now, maybe I exaggerate a little, but for many men, not much. 
 
But notice that Boaz wasn’t doing any of this reluctantly, but eagerly. He wanted to redeem Ruth. He wanted to 
obey the law. He wanted to show kindness, and even felt that showing kindness was a means to receiving 
kindness, and he didn’t at all feel like God’s plan was the end of his life. 
 
God’s plan for you isn’t to ruin all your fun. He wants your life to begin. He wants to give you hope, and 
abundant life.  So often, if we obey the Bible at all, we do so reluctantly, but if we really understand just how 25

much He loves us, we’ll begin to eagerly obey God from the heart. 
 
Notice also that Boaz didn’t just obey the law, he continued to show grace. 
 
Verse 14. 
 

So she lay at his feet until the morning, but arose before one could recognize another. And he said, “Let 
it not be known that the woman came to the threshing floor.” And he said, “Bring the garment you are 
wearing and hold it out.” So she held it, and he measured out six measures of barley and put it on her. 
Then she went into the city. (Ruth 3:14-15) 

 

22 Ephesians 2:1 
23 Luke 19:10 
24 John 14:6 
25 John 10:10 



Boaz continued to show Ruth extravagant, undeserved, over-the-top grace. And he did it in a way that wouldn’t 
embarrass her. He could have paraded her around the city and shown everyone how generous he was. But 
instead, he helped her secretly, respected her, and did it in a way that upheld her human dignity.  26

 
Boaz didn’t even know how all this would turn out yet. He didn’t know if he’d get to marry Ruth. But he did see 
an opportunity to show grace, and it seemed like he loved to show grace. 
 
Listen, Jesus doesn’t reluctantly save you. God loves to show you grace.  27

 
Jesus loves His bride. There’s no doubt about it. There’s nothing we need to do to earn it, because if we did, 
we would never earn it, because we bring nothing to the table. Jesus loves you unconditionally, as you are and 
not as you ought to be, because no one is as they ought to be. 
 
But in order for us to practically rest under His provision and protection, we, His bride, have to lay at His feet. 
True faith says to God, “Let’s get married.” We don’t earn the blessing by doing that, but by doing that, we 
simply show that we rest in His promise. 
 
But maybe you’ve never seen a good marriage, and you’ve never really felt like you had any hope of a good 
marriage. If that’s you, Jesus says to you, “Let’s get married, and I’ll show you just how good I am.” 

26 Matthew 6:3 
27 Isaiah 30:18 


