
Ruth 2:1-18 
Gleaning Grace 

 
Main idea: God’s grace is ever flowing, and overflowing. 
 
In his short book “Learning to Trust,” missionary Bernie May wrote this: 
 

For the past forty years Eunice Pike has worked with the Mazatec Indians in Southwestern Mexico. 
During this time she has discovered some interesting things about these beautiful people. For instance, 
the people seldom wish someone well. Not only that, they are hesitant to teach one another or to share 
the gospel with each other...Eunice says this odd behavior stems from the Indian’s concept of “limited 
good.” They believe there is only so much good, so much knowledge, so much love to go around. To 
teach another means you might drain yourself of knowledge. To love a second child means you have to 
love the first child less. To wish someone well—“Have a good day”—means you have just given away 
some of your own happiness, which cannot be reacquired. - Bernie May, “Learning to Trust” 

 
Now, that sounds pretty ridiculous to us, right? We know that wishing someone else a good day doesn’t at all 
mean that your day will be less good. We know you can and should love a second child just as much as a first 
child. And we know there’s no such thing as “limited good.” And yet, we kind of act like there is. 
 
I mean, I can’t tell you how many times I’ve heard people say that they have to put themselves first, and then 
everyone else celebrates their decision as if it’s the right one. The rationale is that we’re told that we only have 
so much time and strength, a limited good, and that we can’t just waste it all on others, can we? I mean, that 
would just be irresponsible, right? 
 
But let me ask you this: if everyone always puts themselves first, then who’s going to be last? 
 
This past week, the baby we’d been fostering for the last 3 months was transferred out of our home and to 
another family, where she will be loved, and cared for, and maybe one day adopted. For three months, we had 
the privilege of showering her with love. And I don’t think, by doing that, we had any less love to show others. 
 
Sure, we might have been exhausted at times, but I don’t think that we had any less love. If anything, I think 
that by taking care of her, we had more love. Our hearts were full. 
 
You know, that little girl did nothing to deserve our love. She didn’t earn it in some way. But what would have 
happened if we had decided after a week of watching her that we needed to put ourselves first? 
 
Now, I share this example not to say that we’re perfectly unselfish people, because we get it wrong a lot, but I 
share this simply to ask all of us this: how generous are you toward people who don’t deserve it? Who didn’t 
earn it? 
 
Jesus said some radical things about generosity and not being selfish. Here’s what He said in the Sermon on 
the Mount: 
 

And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces 
you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the 
one who would borrow from you. (Matthew 5:40-42) 

 



I think Luke records these words in an even more shocking way. Luke 6:30. 
 

Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them 
back. (Luke 6:30) 

 
In our self-centered, capitalistic society, these are very strange concepts. If someone sues you for one thing, 
Jesus says that you should give them even more than they want? No one does that. If someone forces you to 
do one thing for them, Jesus says that you should do twice as much for them? That doesn’t even make sense! 
Give to everyone who begs from us? And don’t demand back things stolen from us? I mean, if we do that, 
we’re most likely going to have nowhere to lay our heads!  1

 
Our whole economic system is based on the opposite of what Jesus told us to do in the Sermon on the Mount. 
Free-market capitalism is all about making a profit, but how can you possibly make a profit when you’re 
constantly giving to people who don’t deserve it? 
 
Now, I’m not saying the answer is to adopt a socialist economy. I’m not saying the problem is our economy at 
all. The problem is much deeper than that. The problem is our hearts.  In other words, don't be selfish.  2 3

 
[VeggieTales video clip] 

 
 
So why didn't they share? They were selfish. I think we can learn a lot from Veggietales, especially when we 
apply it to our economic situation today. But I also think this clip doesn't go far enough. It assumes we all have 
something to contribute. But what if you have nothing to give?  4

 
We saw last week that when we have nothing to give, we should give God our nothing. God wants us to give 
Him our emptiness so that He can fill it will His fullness. And when you come to God like this, recognizing that 
you have nothing to give, then you also find that everything you receive is grace.  5

 
Ruth chapter 2. 
 

Now Naomi had a relative of her husband's, a worthy man of the clan of Elimelech, whose name was 
Boaz. And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain 
after him in whose sight I shall find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” (Ruth 2:1-2) 

 
According to the Old Testament law, the Israelites were to allow the poor to glean from their fields. This is what 
it says in Leviticus 19:9-10. 

1 Luke 9:58 
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When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall 
you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 10 And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall 
you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I 
am the Lord your God. (Leviticus 19:9-10) 

 
So as someone received a physical blessing from God, they were to pay it forward to others who were in need. 
So as the workers were harvesting, they were to intentionally not gather all that could be harvested, so that 
others could come through their fields after them and be provided for. 
 
Boaz did this. He wasn’t selfish with what God had given him, but generously allowed others, including now 
Ruth, to glean in his fields. 
 
Bringing this concept to today’s economy, how can you allow others to glean from you? In other words, how 
can you intentionally be generous to others in your life? Maybe you can sponsor a child through Compassion 
International, or you can help us stuff shoeboxes full of toys and other supplies for children through Operation 
Christmas Child. Or maybe you can volunteer at Nokomis Christian Missions so that we can continue to serve 
our community in various ways. 
 
One way that we often don’t think about this is through our regular giving at church. You know, we could keep 
everything we collect and use it for our own church’s needs. But instead, we want to give a portion of it away in 
ways that don’t benefit our church at all. It goes to things like the Nokomis Christian Missions’ Heat and Fuel 
Fund to help families through times of need. And it’s given to the North American Mission Board and the 
International Mission Board that helps with things like starting churches, and food banks, and homeless 
ministries, and disaster relief when tragedy strikes. 
 
I read recently that after many floods, fires, and storms, the Red Cross doesn’t even provide meals anymore. 
They help buy some of the food, but they promptly give it to Southern Baptist disaster relief teams who are 
already there, and the Southern Baptists are the ones who actually prepare and serve meals during times of 
crisis.  6

 
So when you put money in the offering plate, you’re not just giving to our church, you’re giving through our 
church to help with real needs all over the world. So I thank you for your faithful giving. But in addition to that, I 
want to ask you: how can you, personally, increase your generosity toward others? Maybe you just need to see 
how generous God has been to you. 
 
Verse 3. 
 

So she [Ruth] set out and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers, and she happened to come to 
the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of Elimelech. And behold, Boaz came from 
Bethlehem. And he said to the reapers, “The LORD be with you!” And they answered, “The LORD bless 
you.” Then Boaz said to his young man who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is 
this?” And the servant who was in charge of the reapers answered, “She is the young Moabite woman, 
who came back with Naomi from the country of Moab. She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather 
among the sheaves after the reapers.’ So she came, and she has continued from early morning until 
now, except for a short rest.” (Ruth 2:3-7) 

6 The Gospel Coalition article: https://cutt.ly/awZ4P2c 



 
So when Ruth began to glean in Boaz’s field, something about Ruth caught Boaz’s eye. I’ve heard pastors 
preach on this passage and say that Boaz thought that Ruth looked so fine. And I don’t know if that was how it 
happened historically or not, but it’s actually not the reason we’re given in Scripture. We’re never told in the 
book of Ruth if Ruth was physically attractive to Boaz. But we are told what Boaz said when he saw her. He 
said, “Whose young woman is this?” 
 
At least as far as we’re told, Boaz first noticed not her beauty, but her youth, and he wondered about her 
family. He thought, “What’s this young woman doing by herself? Where’s her husband? Who’s taking care of 
her?” You see, while allowing the poor to glean in their fields was an act of generosity, it wasn’t the safest 
activity. Some of the people who came to glean in the fields were thieves looking to take advantage of others. 
So when Boaz saw Ruth gleaning, he instantly had compassion for her. 
 
Verse 8. 
 

Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now, listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in another field or leave this one, 
but keep close to my young women. Let your eyes be on the field that they are reaping, and go after 
them. Have I not charged the young men not to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels 
and drink what the young men have drawn.” Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground, and said 
to him, “Why have I found favor in your eyes, that you should take notice of me, since I am a 
foreigner?” But Boaz answered her, “All that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of 
your husband has been fully told to me, and how you left your father and mother and your native land 
and came to a people that you did not know before. The LORD repay you for what you have done, and 
a full reward be given you by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take 
refuge!” Then she said, “I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, for you have comforted me and 
spoken kindly to your servant, though I am not one of your servants.” (Ruth 2:8-13) 

 
So, seeing Ruth in her need, Boaz made it his mission to provide for her. He made sure she could glean in his 
field, with his people, where it was more safe. He made sure no one would touch her. He even gave her the 
special privilege of drinking water that was already drawn from his own personal well, so that she wouldn’t 
have to travel to one of the common wells and labor to draw from it herself. 
 
Think about how huge this was for Ruth. She wasn’t an Israelite. She was from an enemy nation. Everyone 
would have looked at her and thought, “She doesn’t belong here! She should just go home to her people! Why 
should we take care of her?” After all, she was an illegal immigrant. 
 
Now, once again, I’m not really talking about our economy. I understand that we have to have policies that 
protect and promote flourishing in our country. What I’m talking about, though, is our hearts. No matter what 
our nation’s policy is, we’re called to love our neighbor,  and do good to them.  So, the question is, will you 7 8

extend grace to your neighbor? 
 
Verse 14. 
 

And at mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here and eat some bread and dip your morsel in the wine.” 
So she sat beside the reapers, and he passed to her roasted grain. And she ate until she was satisfied, 
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and she had some left over. When she rose to glean, Boaz instructed his young men, saying, “Let her 
glean even among the sheaves, and do not reproach her. And also pull out some from the bundles for 
her and leave it for her to glean, and do not rebuke her.” So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then 
she beat out what she had gleaned, and it was about an ephah of barley. And she took it up and went 
into the city. Her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. She also brought out and gave her what 
food she had left over after being satisfied. (Ruth 2:14-18) 

 
Now, this is just getting ridiculous. Boaz was giving Ruth far more than the law required of him. She ate at his 
table, bread and wine, and he had his harvesters give her some of the grain that they harvested so that she 
didn’t even have to do the work. This wasn’t just grace, this was overflowing grace. 
 
Boaz is one of the few people in the Bible that is always shown in a positive light. That’s not to say he was 
perfect; he wasn’t. The Bible is clear that all have sinned.  And yet, the Bible writes about Boaz this way 9

because he is foreshadowing the coming Christ. In fact, the name Boaz means “strength is within him.” 
 
How did that strength come to be within Boaz? Well, his descendant David would later write this in Psalm 28:7: 
 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; my heart exults, and 
with my song I give thanks to him. (Psalms 28:7) 

 
You see, strength comes from the Lord. It doesn’t come from within yourself. It doesn’t come by putting 
yourself first. True strength is found only in God. 
 
And not only that, notice that David wrote that “with my song, I give thanks to Him.” In other words, when David 
received strength from God, he then used that strength to praise God. 
 
And in the same way, when you receive grace from God, you find that you have plenty, and come to see that 
you have more than enough to give to others as well. In God’s economy, there’s no shortage of goodness and 
grace. There’s plenty to go around.  10

 
That’s also why it’s okay for Ruth to receive food from Boaz. She received food so that she could also bring 
food to her mother-in-law, Naomi. So it’s not selfish. It’s receiving grace, so that she might give grace. It would 
be another thing entirely if Ruth strutted through the fields and declared, “I deserve all this food, and I can do 
whatever I want with it!” That’s kind of how we act when we get a paycheck, as if we earned it. But the Bible 
says, “Work as unto the Lord, not mere men.”  When you work for God, are you earning anything from Him? 11

No. We’re to do it out of joy,  and everything we receive from Him is grace.  12 13

 
Maybe in order to really receive grace, you first need to see that grace is the only thing that you really need.  14

 
In God’s economy, all we can do is receive grace. And yet, since all of us need that grace, we have a 
responsibility to each other to share God’s grace. That means not only being recipients of grace, but also being 
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conduits of grace.  It means sharing our strawberries and bananas. It means not feeling entitled to our own 15

stuff, but seeing all of our stuff as God’s stuff, given to us by grace, so that we might use it to show God’s 
grace to others. 
 
Usually, when pastors talk about this concept, we talk about money. “Give, and it will be given to you!”  But 16

Boaz’s gift to Ruth wasn’t ultimately about the food. It was an act of grace. 
 
So if you’ve received God’s grace, how are you doing distributing that grace? “For with the measure you use, it 
will be measured back to you.”  In other words, if you’re constantly judgmental of others, not showing grace, 17

then do you really expect for God to show you grace?  And if you’re constantly expecting others to provide for 18

you, and never think about how you can provide for others, have you really really realized just how much God 
is your provider?  I’m not saying that it’s possible to earn God’s grace by being graceful. I’m saying that grace 19

is a gift that we don’t deserve, and that if you’ve received it, then you’ll see that everyone in your life doesn’t 
deserve it either. So don’t expect anyone to be worthy of you showing them grace. Instead, just show them 
grace. 
 
By doing that, you’re actually following the example of God. It was while we were yet sinners that Christ died 
for us.  20

 
You see, in contrast to the Mazatec Indians of Southwestern Mexico, Jesus emptied Himself.  He made 21

Himself the last and the least. But He didn’t lose His goodness as if there is only a limited amount of good. 
Rather, by emptying Himself, Jesus has been exalted above every name.  22

 
You see, putting yourself first can never be God’s will for you, because there’s only one person who should be 
first in your life: Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me.”  23
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