
Luke 12:16-21 
Living as a Child of the Father 

 
Main idea: Childlike faith is expressed through giving to God. We want to give God all of ourselves. 
 
VBS has been all about having a childlike faith in God as our Father. 

● We started talking last week about worshiping God in terms of adoring the Father. 
● This week we’re going to be talking about serving the Father. 
● But I want you to remember what I said last week: that serving God means nothing at all unless you 

also love Him. 
● You see, the problem with how we typically understand religion is that we usually first think about what 

we need to do. 
 
To illustrate this, we’re going to play a game. 

● I’m going to give you a starburst, okay? 
● For the next minute, you’re going to want to gather as many balloons as you can. 

○ You have to hold them all up! 
○ Keep them in your arms! 
○ Get more than other people! 
○ Prove that you’re the best! 

 
Now, who gets the starburst? 

● Everyone does. 
● Some of you assumed that only the winner would get the starburst. 
● But I said very clearly at the beginning, “I’m going to give you a starburst.” 
● It’s interesting that everyone thought you had to earn it.  

 
Each balloon you fought to hold onto represented a good work that you thought you needed. 

● But what did it earn you at the end of the game? Nothing! 
● And what did you receive by grace? The starburst. 

 
The problem with how we typically understand religion is that we usually first think about what we need to do. 

● And in many religions, that’s all people ever think about: what we need to do. 
● But Christianity is completely different. 

○ We don’t need to do anything. 
○ We’re saved not by what we do, but by what Jesus has done for us. 
○ I hope you know that. 

 
And yet, how we live matters. How you live says a lot about what you believe. 
 
We’re going to play a couple simple games, but we’re going to change the rules just a little. 

● Get a partner, and play tic-tac-toe. 
○ The goal is still to get three in a row. 
○ But you can’t play in a square adjacent to where you’ve already played unless you have no 

other option. 
● Play rock, paper, scissors. 

○ If you beat your partner, you find someone else to play, until we have just one winner. 
○ But if you tie, you both lose. 



○ Oh, and you can never change which object you’re going to use. 
 
Ok, so you played those games based on lies about how they’re played. 

● How did that affect the game? 
● How you live says a lot about what you believe. 
● If you live based on a lie, you might think you win, but in the end, you’ll find out it wasn’t real. 
● But if you believe the truth, then you’re set free. 
● You see, in the Bible, when you trust in Jesus, God calls you His child. 

○ Do you believe it? 
○ Do you live like it? 
○ And how does a child of God live? 

 
Luke 12:16-21 
 

And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he thought to 
himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to 
my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ But God 
said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” (Luke 12:16-21) 

 
What would you do if you suddenly had more money than you knew what to do with? 
 
Most people say that they wouldn’t let it affect them. 
 
[Graph showing money intentions vs. actions] 

 
 
See, look. 

● Sixty-seven percent of people say that if they suddenly received a large sum of money, they wouldn’t 
quit their jobs, and they would live basically the same. 

● But seventy percent of people who suddenly receive a large sum of money spend it all within just a few 
short years. 

 
But this actually doesn’t describe the man in our story today. 

● He didn’t just suddenly inherit it, or win it. 
● In fact, it was just the opposite. 

○ It says in verse 16, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully.” 
○ How does a man’s land produce plentifully? 

■ He continued to farm it! 
■ He worked hard for his money! 



● Certainly, since he earned it himself, he could do whatever he wanted with it, right? 
○ That’s what we usually think, isn’t it? 
○ Even if we give to God through the church, we still usually think it about the other 90%. 

 
So notice what the man in the parable told himself in verse 19. Four words. What are they? (relax, eat, drink, 
and be merry) 

● You know, this seems to be the motto of many people today, no matter how much money they have. 
○ And it sounds like a pretty fun motto for life, doesn’t it? 
○ It sounds like the ideal retirement, right? 

● Notice that this motto isn’t really just about money, but about all of life. What’s it about? 
○ It’s about work ethic. 
○ It’s about time management. 
○ It’s about how we treat our bodies. 
○ It’s about how we view today and tomorrow. 
○ In short, it’s about sin. It’s about treating life as if it’s all about us. 
○ And we pretty much do this all the time. 

 
So how did God respond to the man in the parable? 

● We’re foolish if we consider this life to be all that there is to live for. 
● We’re foolish if we spend all our resources on ourselves. 
● So should we model our lives after the man in this parable? 
● How, then, should we live? 

○ We’ve spent a lot of time this morning talking about how not to live. 
○ We’re going to spend our last few minutes together talking about how we should live. 
○ If we shouldn’t just live for ourselves, who should we live for? 

 
Philippians 3:8 
 

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ. (Philippians 3:8) 

 
Paul considered everything that he had as rubbish, because knowing Jesus is far greater. 

● He was even glad to have lost everything in gaining Christ. 
● What did Paul lose? 

○ He gave God his time. 
○ He gave God his abilities. 
○ He gave up his home for God. 

● Do we get the impression that Paul gave these things up reluctantly or joyfully? 
 
[Cheerful Giving Video] 
 
You see, God loves a cheerful giver. 

● It doesn’t matter if you have a lot or a little. 
● Our attitude should be like the adorable girl at the end of the video: “Mommy gave me a dollar, and I get 

to put it in!” 
● Or maybe even, “God gave me a dollar, and I get to put it in.” 

 



When Andy Whitten preached at his church last Sunday, he told this story. 
● A man from the north visited the south in the early 1800’s. 
● He happened to come across an auction in which they were selling slaves to the highest bidder. 
● And he was so appalled by it that he went in and placed a bid on a young woman who was for sale. 
● After he purchased this woman, and they were travelling out of town, he ordered the shackles to be 

removed from the slave girl. 
○ And he simply said to her, “You’re free.” 
○ She responded, “Does that mean I’m free to say whatever I want to say?” 
○ He said, “Yes. You’re free to say whatever you want to say.” 
○ So she asked, “Does that mean I’m free to be whoever I want to be?” 
○ He said, “Yeah. You’re free to be whoever you want to be.” 
○ So she asked, “Does that mean I’m free to go wherever I want to go?” 
○ He said, “Yes. 100% free. I’ve bought your freedom. You’re free to go wherever you want to go.” 
○ So she said with a smile, “Then I think I’ll go with you.” 

 
You see, the parable of the rich man reminds us that the stuff we have in this life isn’t really worth living for. 

● And it’s all based on a lie: that life is about you, and that stuff will satisfy you. 
● But the truth is, only Jesus can satisfy you. 

○ Because only Jesus can forgive your sins. 
○ Only Jesus can give you eternal life. 
○ Only Jesus can make you free. 

● So as God’s children, you’re invited to rest in the Father’s love for you. 
● And as you enjoy the Father’s love, you find joy in serving Him. 

 
How can we lose everything for Jesus? 

● How can we give God our time? 
● How can we give God our talents? 
● How can we give God our treasures? 

 
Can we actually be glad to lose it all for Him? 

● Childlike faith in God is expressed through giving to God. 
● But it’s not because we think we have to. It’s because we’re His children, and we naturally begin to live 

like His children, because we want to. 
● As God’s children, we gladly begin to give all of our lives to God because we see that Jesus has given 

all His life for us. 


