
Psalms 119:105-106 
Listening to the Father 

 
Main idea: Childlike faith in God is shown by reading His word. We want to follow His guidance. 
 
We’re talking about having a childlike faith in God. 

● Related to this, one of the most important questions that we can ask in all of life is this: how can we 
know God? 

● If the goal is to have faith in God, we must have a way to know who He is. 
● So how can we know God? 

 
Some people think it’s like this. I need four volunteers. 

● Each of you put your hand in a different hole of this box and try to guess what’s in it. 
○ Is it soft? Is it hard? 
○ Is it wet? Is it dry? 
○ Is it smooth? Is it bumpy? 

● Show it. 
● This activity is based on an ancient Indian parable that seeks to explain how we can all have seemingly 

different views about life, and yet all be right. 
 
[Image of Indian parable] 

 
 
A lot of people think trying to know God is like that. 

● Like, we all get a different picture of who God is, and we just have to guess, and all of our guesses are 
equally valid. 

● So how can we really know God? 
 
There are many religions that seek to answer this question in different ways. 

● Some religions say that you know God primarily through nature. 
● Some say you know God primarily through self-revelation. 
● Some even say that God is unknowable. 
● But the problem with these as your primary source of knowing God is that they can all lead to different 

conclusions about God. 
● But here’s the thing: God wants to be known. 

○ And not just in some vague way. 
○ God doesn’t want us to just guess about who He is. 
○ He want you to have a relationship with Him, as a child does with his father. 



● So instead of just making us try to figure it out on our own, God gave us a book so that we would know 
for certain who He is, and how He would have us live. 

 
Psalms 119:105-106 
 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, to keep 
your righteous rules. (Psalms 119:105-106) 

 
Here’s what I want you to know this morning: one crucial way that childlike faith in God is shown by reading 
and seeking to obey His word. 
 
It’s like this picture. 
 
[Lamp to my Feet picture] 

 
 
When you allow God to direct your path, you might not see the whole journey, but you will see the steps you 
need take. 
 
To illustrate this, I need one volunteer. 

● With this lampshade over your head, you can’t see the whole room. You can just see your next steps. 
● So, your job is to find the prize. It’s on top of one of the instruments in this room. Go! 

 
Was that easy or hard? 

● It was easy, right? Why? 
● Because even though you can’t see everything, you can see enough. 
● That’s how God wants us to depend on Him. 

 
Next week is Father's Day, so it's perfectly appropriate to remind us alI that a good child listens to his father. 

● What are some things dads tell their kids? 
● Why should a child listen to his dad? 

 
God is our Father. 

● He loves you! 
● He wants you to live like His child. 
● A big part of that is simply listening to Him. 

 
I need all the youth to stand up, and anyone else who would also like to try to follow some simple directions. 

● When I say “walk,” walk. When I say, “stop,” stop. 
● Switch them around. When I say, “stop,” walk. When I say “walk,” stop. 



● Add commands: “name,” say your name. “Clap,” clap altogether so that it sounds like one person. 
● Switch them around. 
● Add commands: “jump” and “dance.” 
● Switch the around. 

 
Why was that so hard? 

● We’re so used to living a certain way, that you had to unlearn simple commands. 
● Did it get easier? 

○ Living with childlike faith is a lot like this game. 
○ It can be hard to unlearn how we’re so used to living. 
○ But it does get easier as you learn to hear and obey your heavenly Father’s voice. 

 
So how do we do that? How should we listen to God? (by reading His word) 

● The Bible is God’s love letter to us. 
● Childlike faith in God is shown by simply reading and seeking to obey His word. 
● What does God tell us in His word? 

○ It tells us how to glorify Him. 
○ It does this by painting a picture of so many areas of life, and how to honor Him in those things. 
○ What does God’s word tell us about food and drink? 
○ What does God’s word tell us about marriage? 
○ What does God’s word tell us about how we spend our time? 

● There are a lot of rules! 
○ Now, are rules bad? Why do we have rules? 
○ God’s rules are there to protect us. 
○ And, God’s rules are also there to show us that we are not perfect. 
○ Every single one of us probably fail in every single one of the categories we just went through. 

■ We all overeat, or undereat, or eat unhealthy things. 
■ We’ve all lusted, and often continue to lust outside of biblical marriage. 
■ We all waste time on so many things. 
■ We’re all guilty of breaking God’s laws. 

 
We say that we love the word of God. But do we? 

● I thought this week that I would love to get a letter from God to our church. 
● He could tell us all the things He wants us to do. 
● But I also thought it would be a very painful thing to get a letter from God, because then He would tell 

us all the things He wants us to do. 
● Imagine being one of the churches that received a letter from the apostle Paul. 

○ What an honor! 
○ And yet, how painful. Their sins were exposed. 

 
But everything I’ve just described is exactly what God has done for us by giving us the Bible. 

● God gives us His word and calls us to believe and repent. 
● That's painful. That’s hard. 
● And it’s completely attached to childlike faith in that you must repent in order to be saved. 

 
I want to come back to that idea in a few minutes, but I also want to point out that obeying God’s laws is not the 
primary message of God’s word. 

● The main thing that God wants us to know from His word is Him. 



● And we know God through His Son: Jesus. 
 
John 5:39 
 

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear 
witness about me. (John 5:39) 

 
Don’t miss the main thing! 

● The Bible is primarily a witness to Jesus. 
● We can’t perfectly obey all of the rules in the Bible. 
● But Jesus did! 

 
We don’t have eternal life by obeying all of the rules in the Bible. 

● We would if we could, but we can’t, so we don’t. 
● We’ve all sinned. And, we continue to sin! 

 
We have eternal life by resting in the One who obeyed God’s rules perfectly on our behalf. 

● All of the Bible points us to trust in Jesus. 
● Believe in Him! 

 
Does this mean we should just disregard God’s rules because Jesus fulfilled them for us? 

● Absolutely not! 
● If we are God’s children, we will want to obey God, our Father. 

○ We will want to read His word to us, every day. 
○ That’s what repentance is. It’s agreeing with God, your Father, that His way is right. 
○ It’s turning from your way of thinking about life, and listening to Him. 

 
It’s like this. If I stop talking for a moment, what can you hear? 

● You can hear the static from the speakers. 
● You can hear the children on the other side of the church. 
● Maybe you can hear the rustling of someone shifting in their seat. 

 
Here’s the thing: most of our lives, we don’t hear God’s voice because we’re drowning it out with everything 
else that’s going on. 

● But if you want know God, then read His word, not just once a week on Sunday, but every day. 
● And if you want to follow God, then you need to be willing to remove things in your life that get in the 

way of that, that drown out God’s voice. 
○ But don’t trust in your ability to obey Him. 
○ Trust in His love for you. Trust in Jesus. 


