
Matthew 18:1-4 
Faith Like a Child 

 
Main idea: God calls us to humble ourselves and relate to Him as a child relates to his Father. Jesus is our 
example and Savior, since He humbled Himself and died for our sins. 
 
VBS this year is all about learning to relate to God as a child relates to his father. 

● So how does a child relate to his father? 
● Trust. Love. Obey. 

 
To illustrate this, I need a volunteer who will trust me. 

● I’m going to pour this water into this cup, and turn it over above your head. 
● I promise you, nothing bad will happen to you. Do you trust me? 
● In fact, I want you to look up as I turn this upside down. You don’t have to be scared. 
● Do you trust me? 

 
God wants us to trust Him with a childlike faith. Trust. Love. Obey. 
 
These are things we can all learn to do better in our relationship with God. 

● So VBS this year definitely isn’t just for the little kids. 
● In fact, it’s almost like the little kids have less to learn than the rest of us do. 

 
Has anyone ever told you any of these things? 

● “Grow up.” 
● “You need to learn to be more independent!” 
● What are some other things like this that people say, especially to children? 

○ How about this one: “You should be proud of yourself.” 
○ Why do we tell them these kinds of things? 
○ These kinds of things are often told to children in order to help them become less like children. 

● Someone once said: “Don't try to make children grow up to be like you, or they may do it.” 
○ Now, I’m not saying it’s never appropriate to give this kind of advice. 
○ But I am saying that I think that maybe the Bible’s message is less about growing up, and more 

about growing down. 
■ Kids might have less to learn than the rest of this, because we have so much to unlearn. 
■ Kids are naturally very trusting. 

● But we think we’re mature, and intelligent. 
● We think we’re independent, and we’re proud of it. 
● But God would have us come to Him, not resting in our abilities or 

accomplishments, or even knowledge, but just in Him, as our Father. 
 
Matthew 18:1-4 
 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” And 
calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and 
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:1-4) 

 
Pray 



 
The disciples came to Jesus and said. Did you notice that? They didn’t ask. They said. 

● It’s like they weren’t really asking Jesus their question at all. They were just arguing with one another 
and even with Jesus and just trying to prove themselves to be the greatest. 

● So everyone get a partner right now. 
○ And I want both of you at the same time to tell your partner everything that you’re going to do 

tomorrow. And even if you don’t have anything planned, just make stuff up. Your goal is to try to 
just keep talking, and talk over the other person while they’re talking, and talk louder than them. 
You have 30 seconds. Go. 

○ How did that feel? 
○ Now, that’s what the disciples were doing to each other, and to Jesus. 

● It’s like, by coming to Jesus, they were saying, “Look at me! Look at how great I am!” 
○ Do you ever do that? How? 
○ We do it all the time, right? 

■ We’re often more concerned about how we appear to others than how to best love them. 
■ We love to point that we know more than others, and have been through more than 

others. 
■ We love to know that we’re smarter than a kids’ Sunday School class, right? 
■ Even as the church, we love to point out to the world that we’re right, and they’re wrong. 

 
And we learn to start doing this even when we’re very young. 

● When you ask a 6 year old how old they are, what do they say? “I’m almost 7!” 
● We’re told to look up to our elders, as we should, because of their wisdom. 
● But when His disciples said to Jesus, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven,” flipped this whole 

system upside down. 
 
It’s amazing that Jesus didn’t rebuke His disciples at this point. 

● I mean, what would you have done? 
○ I probably would have yelled at them and told them to try to get along. 
○ I probably would have said, “You’re grown men! Stop acting like children!” 

● Instead, even though they asked with wrong motives, Jesus used this as an opportunity used this as an 
opportunity to teach. 

 
Jesus took the youngest person He could find, and said, “Be like this child!” 

● And He even said that eternity depends on it. 
● “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven.” 
● So quite simply, the question is this: “How do we become like children?” 

 
From a very early age, we’re taught to think about what we want to accomplish with our lives. 

● “What do you want to be when you grow up?” 
○ This can be a very difficult question for many youth and young adults. 
○ For children, this is usually a very easy question. 
○ “I want to be a fireman, and an astronaut, and a teenage mutant ninja turtle.” 
○ And it’s not that they’ve really thought the question through all that much. 

■ They’re not really concerned with making money, or making a difference, or making 
something of themselves. 

■ They usually just blurt out the first thing they can think of because, well, it sounds fun. 



○ When we interviewed kids Sunday night, the youngest child we interviewed was Nolan. 
■ He’s 4 years old. 
■ When asked what he wanted to be when he grew up, he said he wanted to be a lion. 
■ That sounds pretty fun, doesn’t it? 

● Adults are often still trying to answer this question. 
○ But we often answer it in a different way. How? 

■ “I want to make a difference.” 
■ “I just want to be happy.” 
■ “I just want my kids to be happy.” 

○ It’s like we want to be something so that our lives will count. 
● But very young children aren’t trying to “be” anything to make their lives count. 

○ They’re content just to be loved. 
○ In faith, they simply look to their parents for everything. 

 
God wants us to have this kind of faith. 

● God calls us to humble ourselves and relate to Him as a child relates to his Father. 
● And even to mature in your faith is really more like a becoming a kid again, depending on God. 

 
It’s like this: how many of you know how to make a paper airplane? 

● Most of you do! Or, at least you think you do. 
● Here’s a piece of paper! 
● You could probably make a pretty decent paper airplane. 
● But this is John Collins. 

 
● John Collins holds the world record for making paper airplanes that fly the furthest! 

○ So if you want to make a really good paper airplane, you’ll trust John Collins. 
○ Watch instructional video 
○ Now, if you just succeeded in making one of these awesome paper airplanes, who gets credit 

for it? 
 

● It takes a lot of humility to decide not to “make something” of ourselves! 
● How do we get this humility? 

○ Well, first we must realize it’s not something we can do. 
○ It’s not something we can acquire for ourselves, as if we earned it. 
○ It’s a gift from God. 

 
Jesus is both our example and Savior in this. 
 
Philippians 2:8 
 



And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. (Philippians 2:8) 

 
You see, it’s kind of impossible for us to humble ourselves the way Jesus describes. 

● But what’s impossible for man, is possible for God. 
● You see, I think Jesus is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven not only because He’s God, because 

He made Himself the least on earth. 
○ Jesus did what we could not do. 
○ He became like a little child in His humility. He’s our example. 
○ And He died on the cross for our sins. He’s our Savior. 

 
God calls us to simple, childlike faith in Jesus. 

● What does that look like? 
● It doesn’t mean that we don’t get a job. 

○ But it does mean we work to serve Him, rather than ourselves or merely for money. 
○ Most importantly, it means that we rest in our heavenly Father’s love for us. 

■ How do we do that? 
■ We trust in Jesus. 

○ Response card 
 
Invitational hymn 
 
Dad Saves the day video 


