
[Video: Easter Opening Video] 
 
Jesus rose from the grave. 
 
He rose from the grave. 
 
He rose from the grave. 
 
I may have to say that a few more times for us to really even begin to think about what that means. 
 
Jesus rose from the grave. 
 
Just ponder that a bit while we pray, and then sing a hymn. 
 
Lord Jesus, we’re in awe of You. We don’t even understand how it can even be possible, and yet You’re the 
God of the impossible. So we praise You, and thank You for dying on the cross for our sins, and then 
conquering death, Your death and ours, by rising from the grave. And because You live, help us to live in You. 
In Your holy name, Amen. 
 
Hymn #160: Up From the Grave He Arose 
 
I need all the children to come join me. 
 
Children’s sermon 
 
I simply want to tell you the story of Easter this morning. 
 
On a Thursday night nearly 2,000 years ago, Jesus took bread and broke it, saying, “This is My body, which is 
given for you.” And He took wine and said, “This is My blood, poured out for the forgiveness of your sins.” 
 
The next day, on Friday, Jesus’s body was broken, and His blood was shed. He was crucified, and buried. 
 
On Sunday, the first Easter morning, three women went to the tomb in which Jesus was buried. It was early in 
the morning, at dawn. 
 
On their way to the tomb, they asked each other, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the 
tomb?” But once they arrived at the tomb, they saw that the stone had already been rolled away, for there had 
been a violent earthquake, and an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and rolled back the stone and 
sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 
 
And the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen.” 
 
So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell the disciples. But the 
disciples didn’t believe it. 
 
Even so, Peter and another disciple, probably John, started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the burial cloths lying there but 



did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of 
linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its 
place, separate from the linens. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He 
saw and believed, but they still didn’t understand. Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 
 
But Mary Magdalene stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw 
two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 
 
They asked her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 
 
Through tears, she said, “Someone has taken my Lord away, and I don’t know where they have put him.” 
 
At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 
 
He asked her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” 
 
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, 
and I will get him.” 
 
Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
 
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 
 
Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
 
Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had 
said these things to her. 
 
That same day, two of Jesus’s disciples were traveling together and talking about everything that had 
happened since Thursday. As they talked, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were 
kept from recognizing him. He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 
 
They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 
 
“What things?” he asked. 
 
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the 
people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but 
we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since 
all this took place. In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning, but 
didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then 
some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see 
Jesus.” 
 



Then Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did 
not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 
 
As they approached the village to which they were going, They urged Jesus strongly, “Stay with us, for it is 
nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
 
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 
 
Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 
 
They asked each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to 
us the Scriptures?” 
 
Maybe some of you this morning have hearts that are burning within you, as you hear the story of resurrection 
of Jesus. 
 
At once, they got up and returned to Jerusalem. There they found the disciples assembled together and said to 
them, “It’s true! The Lord has risen!” Then they told them what had happened, and how they recognized Jesus 
when he broke the bread. 
 
While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” 
 
They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why 
do doubts rise in your minds? 
 
Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as 
you see I have.” 
 
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: 
The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will 
be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going 
to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 
high.” 
 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 
So here’s our application this morning. Receive the Holy Spirit. Jesus rose from the grave, and because He 
lives, we live. Here’s what it says in Romans 8:11: 
 

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. (Romans 8:11) 

 
So don’t think that the resurrection is just a nice story to be reminded of once a year. It’s meant to transform 
your whole life, giving you salvation in Christ, strength for today, and hope for tomorrow. 
 
Hymn #407: Because He Lives 



 
We’re going to take up an offering right now. 

● But if you’re our guest this morning, I don’t want you to put any money in. 
● Your offering to God is this connection card right here. 


