
Luke 24:1-3 
Where’s Jesus? 

 
Main idea: He lives in you. 
 
On the Thursday before the first Easter, Jesus said to His disciples, “This is My Body, given for you. Take, and 
eat.”  1

 
And taking the cup also, He said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for the forgiveness of 
your sins. Drink of it, all of you, and do it in remembrance of Me.”  2

 
Jesus died on a Friday.  We call it Good Friday because of what it means to us. But for Jesus’s disciples at the 3

time, they had no idea what would happen on the third day.  For them, it was a very Bad Friday. Their Friend, 4

their Teacher, and their Lord had just been killed. They saw Him die. And they saw His body placed in a tomb.  5

 
You know, with all the pain in the world, we might ask the question, “Where’s Jesus?” 
 
The Bible is clear that God is love  and that God is all-powerful.  And we reason that if God is love, then He 6 7

must want to do something about our pain, and if He’s all-powerful, then He’s able to do something about our 
pain, therefore many people who are in the midst of pain cry out for God to do something and pray, “God, 
where are you?” 
 
We sometimes wonder if God is hiding from us. 
 
Most of you have seen this man before. 
 
[Picture of Waldo] 

 
 
Who is this man? Yeah, it’s Waldo. When I was a kid, I had a book called Where’s Waldo, and the book was 
full of tiny pictures of this man hiding in plain sight. 
 
[Picture of Where’s Waldo page] 
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And I would spend hours upon hours trying to find Waldo. Did anybody else do that? 
 
What an incredible waste of time! I mean, really, what was the point? Even if we didn’t know exactly where 
Waldo was in the picture book, we knew that he was somewhere in there, and even if we did manage to find 
him, we didn’t gain anything for doing so! 
 
Now, some of you are thinking right now, “Pastor Chris, you’re wasting our time talking about Waldo. And, not 
only that, you’re trivializing the importance of what church is all about, and the importance of the resurrection! 
What’s the point?” 
 
But that’s exactly my point. My point is that a lot of people treat Jesus and the resurrection exactly the same 
way as they treat finding Waldo.  Many people, maybe even most people who claim to be Christians, trivialize 8

the resurrection, and the church, and even Jesus by claiming to have found Him, and yet not really allowing 
Him to impact their lives.  You see, there’s another book, a much more important Book, in which another Man, 9

Jesus, seemed to be hiding in plain sight.  But when you really find Him, everything changes. 10

 
Luke 24:1-3. 
 

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had 
prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they did not find 
the body of the Lord Jesus. (Luke 24:1-3) 

 
Father, thank You for loving us so much that Jesus died for our sin. And we’re in awe that by Your power, 
Jesus rose from the dead. We don’t understand how it’s even possible, and yet You can do what we consider 
impossible. So help us simply to believe, even when we’re in the midst of pain and death. Help us to see 
Jesus. In Jesus’s name, Amen. 
 
Where do you go, and what do you do, to find Jesus? 
 
On the first Easter, a group of women went to the tomb where Jesus had been buried, expecting to find Jesus 
there. They brought spices in order to anoint His body. They expected to find Jesus dead, in the tomb. But 
Jesus wasn’t in the tomb. 
 
Many stores sell crucifixes, which are those crosses with a figure of Jesus on them. Different denominations 
use crucifixes for different theological reasons, so they’re common in Catholic, Lutheran, Orthodox, and 
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Anglican churches. But as Baptists, we believe that Jesus suffered for sins one time,  and announced, “It is 11

finished.”  That’s why our crosses are empty. Some people think of Jesus as still on the cross, suffering for 12

our sins, but I think the Bible is clear that Jesus is no longer on the cross. 
 
So if He’s not on the cross, and He’s not in the tomb, then where do you go, and what do you do, to find 
Jesus? 
 
Some of you came to church this morning hoping to find something. Some of you came hoping to find 
happiness, or at least just a reason to go on at all. Maybe you even came hoping to find Jesus. And maybe 
you’re already a little disappointed, because you look around, and you don’t see Him. Some of you probably 
wish that I preached with more power, or with different words, or from a certain passage of Scripture, or you 
wish that the music was more traditional, or something else, because then, you think, then Jesus would show 
up. 
 
Some of you, probably most of you, look forward to seeing Jesus in heaven. You look forward to when your 
faith becomes sight,  and you’ll see Him face to face, and you’ll know Him fully, just as you’re fully known.  13 14

And I hope you do look forward to that. 
 
But where do you go and what do you do to find Jesus now, today? Do you find Jesus by going to a building? 
Do you just have to wait to find Jesus until you die? In other words, where is the body of Christ? 
 
Of course, we know that Jesus wasn’t in the tomb because He rose physically. Later that same day, the first 
Easter, those same women saw Jesus,  and then the disciples saw Jesus.  They saw Him with their eyes and 15 16

touched Him with their hands. We see this in John 20:19-20. 
 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When 
he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw 
the Lord. (John 20:19-20) 

 
So Jesus rose from the grave. He was dead, but by God’s power,  He came back to life. It wasn’t just a 17

hallucination or a vision. It was physical, and real.  The disciples touched His hands, where the nails secured 18

Him to the cross, and they touched His side, where the spear pierced His skin. Jesus had died, but was alive 
again! 
 
This is unbelievable news! And it’s important news! And it was verifiable news, because Jesus could just show 
Himself alive to anyone who doubted, and prove that He had risen from the dead.  19

 
But then 40 days later, Jesus left them, ascending to heaven. Luke 24:50-51. 
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And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he blessed 
them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. (Luke 24:50-51) 

 
You know, Jesus could have stuck around for the next 2,000 years, and He could have shown us that He’s still 
alive, so that we would never doubt. But instead, Jesus left us. So where is Jesus? 
 
Well, if we want to be super duper literal, He’s in heaven. Jesus is in heaven, waiting for the day that He’ll 
return to the earth to establish His kingdom on earth.  And that should give us immense comfort, knowing that 20

God is all-powerful, and that He will accomplish all of His will, as it says in Isaiah 46. 
 

“Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors [that’s us], remember the former 
things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the 
end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, 
and I will accomplish all my purpose,’ calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of my counsel from a 
far country. I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I have purposed, and I will do it.” (Isaiah 46:8-11) 

 
And God has also made it clear what His will is. Philippians 2. 
 

And being found in human form, [Jesus] humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
(Philippians 2:8-11) 

 
And yet, even knowing that, with all the pain in the world, we might still ask, “Where’s Jesus?” 
 
The man Job in the Bible experienced more pain in a couple days than many people do in lifetime. In one day, 
he lost all of his sheep, his oxen, his donkeys, his camels, his servants, and even all of his children! They all 
died in one day.  In another day, Job lost his health, and all he really had left was a wife who told him to curse 21

God and die.  I think she had the spiritual gift of encouragement, amen? 22

 
And after all that, here’s what Job said: 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been 
thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God. (Job 19:25-26) 

 
Even though Job’s faith was certainly tested, he believed. The man that we think of as suffering the most 
looked to God. And I think the Bible points to another Man who suffered even more than Job. 
 
So, you see, when it comes to our pain, God has done something. God didn’t ignore our pain, but sent Jesus 
to experience our suffering with us.  And He died, so that our brokenness could be mended. By His stripes, 23

we are healed.  24
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And after Jesus died on the cross for our sins, He conquered death by rising from the grave. My Redeemer 
lives, so that in the end, there will be no more suffering, or dying, or pain.  25

 
So that’s the literal answer. Jesus is in heaven, but He’s coming back. Praise God. 
 
But for our last few moments together this morning, I also want to explore the figurative answer with you, 
because the Bible explores the figurative. 
 
The day before He was crucified, Jesus took bread and broke it, saying, “This is My body, given for you. Take, 
and eat.”  So when we take the Lord’s Supper together, we figuratively, not literally, but metaphorically, ingest 26

the body of Jesus. 
 
And there’s an old saying that goes, “You are what you eat.” 
 
So look around. Do you see the body of Christ? Yeah! The church is the body of Christ! Paul wrote this in 2 
Corinthians: 
 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. (1 Corinthians 12:27) 
 
So maybe you can find Jesus here. But maybe it’s not because of phenomenal preaching or your favorite 
church music. And maybe it’s even in spite of whether you think the preaching or the songs we sing are any 
good at all. I think you can find Jesus here because the Bible is clear that we are His body. 
 
Now, I don’t think the Bible is just playing word games by saying this. We are to be Jesus’s hands and feet, 
who remain on the earth to do His will.  Just as Jesus did, we’re here to proclaim the gospel.  The Bible says, 27 28

“How blessed are the feet of those who bring good news!”  So, in a very real way, we’re His body in the same 29

way that Jesus’s body was His body. We’re to sacrifice ourselves, our lives, to glorify God and bring salvation 
to the world.  30

 
Now, some of you may have been hurt by the church before, so you’re thinking, “How can the church possibly 
be Christ’s body, when the church seems so broken?” Well, Jesus’s body was broken on the cross, wasn’t it? 
And, not only that, it was broken because of our sin, which is the very same reason our churches today are so 
broken. 
 
I’m just saying that maybe, just maybe, Jesus is present among us even more vividly when we recognize that 
we’re broken, and yet we say to each other, “I’m going to love you anyway.”  31

 
So maybe you can find Jesus here, in a building. And maybe you can also find Him out there, wherever you 
find another Christian, wherever two or three or gathered.  32
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And maybe you can even find Him in the last and the least, because Jesus said, “Whatever you do for the last 
and the least of these, you do for Me.”  33

 
You see, I think the Bible is saying that because of the resurrection, Jesus is everywhere. He’s boundless. By 
grace, through faith, He lives in you, and He lives in me.  34

 
Let’s not trivialize that. It would be trivializing the resurrection to go on living however we please.  To just kind 35

of try to squeeze Jesus into our busy lives. But when Jesus rose from the dead, and ascended to heaven, he 
sent the Holy Spirit to live inside believers, so that we would have a new life in Him.  36

 
So here’s my challenge to you today. Don’t just believe that Jesus lives, believe that He lives in you. And live in 
such a way as to show Jesus to others, so that when others doubt and say, “Where’s Jesus,” they’ll 
immediately say, “Oh, I know, He’s in my friend Donald,” and they’ll come to you, asking you about the hope 
that you have.  37

 
And if you’ve never received Jesus into your life, I invite you right now to receive Him. 
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