
Luke 2:4-12 
The Greatest Gift 

 
Main idea: God gave us the greatest gift: Jesus Christ. Born in a manger, and then died on a cross. And if 
really receive that gift, you’re going to want to give Him your life as well. 
 
I want to give just a few of you a small gift right now. When you came in this morning, many of you received a 
bulletin, and most of your bulletins are completely black and white. But about 4 or 5 of you randomly received a 
bulletin in color, which is instantly recognizable because of the red graphic at the top. So, if you have a color 
bulletin, go ahead and raise your hand right now. I have a very small gift for you. 
 
[Pastor Chris distributes gifts] 
 
Now, that’s just a small gift. And I’m sure none of you who received this gift are so blown away that you’re 
going to go home today and just tell everyone you know, call them all up, and say, “You should have been at 
church this morning, because when I went today, I received this gift, and wow, this is just the most amazing gift 
and I didn’t have to do anything to earn it! I was just given this gift for free!” Are any of you going to go home 
and do that? 
 
I would love if you did, but not if you’re just talking about this gift, but rather, a different one. 
 
Because probably within a week, and certainly within a year, every one of you will forget that you received this 
small gift, but this morning I’m going to be talking to you about another gift that, if you receive it, can completely 
transform your whole life.  1

 
[Christmas gift video] 

[Christmas music plays while the father goes through bills and his daughter wraps a gift] 
Father: Stop wasting this! It’s expensive. 
Daughter: This is for you, daddy. 
Father: You wasted all of that paper on an empty box. 
Daughter: I blew kisses into it, daddy. 
[They hug] 

 
What a silly little girl, right? I mean, we all know that you can’t blow kisses into an empty box, and even if you 
could, what would that be worth? Kisses can’t pay the bills. Kisses can’t fix your life. That empty box wasn’t 
worth anything to anybody, except to her father. To him, once he realized what it contained, it was worth 
everything. 
 
I want to talk to you this morning about the greatest gift. 
 
In about 20 minutes, we’ll close our service with a cheerful Christmas song, and you’ll go about your day. And 
in a couple days, you’ll likely celebrate Christmas by giving and receiving gifts, and that really is a great way to 
celebrate Christmas, because Christmas is all about how God gave us the greatest gift ever given: Jesus 
Christ. 
 

1 2 Corinthians 5:17 



But I fear that for some of you, this might be the last time you hear or even think about Jesus until next 
Christmas. So I have just 20 minutes to show you just how great of a gift Jesus is, so that you might desire to 
give your whole life to Him. 
 
And now, some of you might be thinking, “Give Jesus my life? Why would I do that? What has God ever done 
for me? I would need some kind of sign that He’s even there! And all God’s ever given me is pain and 
suffering! Besides, it’s my life, and I can do whatever I want with it!” 
 
Or maybe you’re thinking, “Well, I wish I could receive that gift, but I’m just not worthy of it. I’ve just sinned too 
much, and I can’t see how I’ll ever change, and I just don’t see how God could possibly love me.” 
 
Well, I can’t possibly answer every question that you might have this morning, but there’s something really 
beautiful that all gifts have in common. They’re free. And if there are strings attached, then it’s not really a gift. 
But there are no strings attached when it comes to receiving Jesus. Salvation is by grace through faith in 
Jesus, and He invites you to receive Him as a gift.  2

 
So at the end of our service this morning, I’m going to extend to you the gift of Jesus. And I pray that 
everything else I say this morning will help you to see your need to receive Him as the greatest gift. 
 
Luke 2:4-12. 
 

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:4-12) 

 
Father, help me this morning. Help me to get out of the way, so that everyone here this morning will simply see 
the good news of great joy. In Jesus’s name, Amen. 
 
As we read and reflect on the story of the birth of Jesus, it’s really amazing that we celebrate Christmas at all. 
When Jesus was born, there weren’t any parties or parades. It was actually a pretty unremarkable event! 
Jesus was born in a manger, in a barn, and no one seemed to notice. I mean, it’s really cool that an angel 
announced the birth of Jesus, but who was it announced to? Shepherds. In that day, shepherds were some of 
the least respectable people. They were uneducated, unkept, and nobody would even think to trust them with 
sharing important news. It’s like if you were to hear some really important news, and think, “Man, I’ve got to go 
tell that homeless person I always see on the corner!” 
 
And yet, that’s exactly what the angel did. Verse 10. 
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And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. (Luke 2:10) 

 
The angel entrusted the shepherds with this insanely important news! This was good news of great joy that 
would be for all the people! You can’t get better news than this! In essence, the angel was telling the 
shepherds, “Go, and share this news with everyone. It’s for all people.” And if you glance down to verses 17 
and 18, you see that they started doing exactly that. 
 

And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And 
all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. (Luke 2:17-18) 

 
The shepherds shared the good news in such a way that everyone who heard them was in awe. 
 
Are you in awe of the good news? The news about Jesus wasn’t just for 2,000 years ago. It’s still the good 
news. That’s what gospel means. It means, “good news.” So when we say that you need to believe the gospel 
to be saved,  all we’re really saying is that you must believe the good news that Jesus came. 3

 
But to see why this is so good, we have to rewind just a bit. I mentioned a couple minutes ago that I can’t 
answer every question that you might have. Part of the good news is that you don’t have to, either. Some 
people think that in order to be right with God and avoid hell, they have to figure everything out. But Jesus 
came precisely because we can’t be perfect. 
 
Romans 5:8 says this: 
 

but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8) 
 
So Jesus didn’t come and die for us once we had everything all figured out, but while we were still sinners. 
When we didn’t have a clue. When we were still mad at Him, having doubts, clinging to our sin, that’s when 
Jesus came and died for our sin. That’s the good news. 
 
And this good news is of great joy. Because think about what this means. The good news is not that Jesus 
demands that we clean ourselves up so that we’d be worthy of heaven. No, the good news is that Jesus 
receives us dirty, broken, hurting, and in that state, forgives us and cleanses us of all our sin.  So there’s 4

nothing we need to do in order to make God happy with us! We simply believe in Jesus, and we have a 
restored relationship with God through Him. 
 
And the angel said that this good news of great joy is for all the people. Jesus is for everyone. Even though 
there are many religions, there is only one way to heaven, and that’s through Jesus Christ. Jesus made this 
very clear during His ministry, saying in John 14:6: 
 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me.” (John 14:6) 

 
Jesus is the only way to God. The only way to heaven. The only way to have true, and eternal life.  5
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So if you came here this morning thinking, “Why would I ever desire to give my life to Jesus,” the answer is 
simply because in Him alone is life.  All of the other things that we seek to fulfill us really can’t. Money can’t. 6

Success can’t. Drugs and entertainment and not even family can really fulfill us to the degree that we’ll never 
be empty again. Jesus is the way and the truth and the life, not only for eternal life in heaven, but for today.  7

And He’s given to you as a gift. 
 
And if you receive Him, like the shepherds, you then have the joy of sharing the greatest gift with everyone. 
And put very simply, it’s this. Verse 11. 
 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:11) 
 
The baby born in the manger was and is Christ, the Lord. 
 
That’s pretty hard to believe, isn’t it? I mean, if you came here this morning with doubts that a person could be 
the Savior of humanity, because He was and is God in human form, it really doesn’t help our cause to point out 
that this person was born as a helpless baby, just as all of us were born. I mean, how can a baby be God? 
How can a baby be our Savior? 
 
But let me ask you this: have you ever thought you had to earn something from a baby? You know, usually 
when we think about God, we think about how He’s perfect, and powerful, and greater than us, and that’s all 
true,  but sometimes that concept of God completely leaves out the fact that God loves us just wants us to 8

know Him and love Him, not because we have to, but because we want to.  And really, who doesn’t love a 9

baby? 
 
So many people look at Jesus in the manger and say to themselves, “What’s that worth? A baby can’t pay the 
bills or make life work.” But maybe Jesus came to us as a baby simply so that we would love Him, and receive 
His love, like a box full of kisses. 
 
The angel told the shepherds in verse 12: 
 

And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
(Luke 2:12) 

 
We often have a cleaned up version the Christmas story even as we read it in the Gospel of Luke, but this 
really wasn’t a dignified scene. Jesus was born in a barn, with all the stink and the filth that we find in a barn. 
And the manger was simply a feeding trough for animals. Of all the signs that God could have picked to 
announce the coming of the Savior, God chose the sign of a baby, lying in our filth. 
 
So if you’ve ever accused God of giving you nothing but pain and suffering, that’s exactly why Jesus came. He 
came to experience our pain and suffering with us. He came to be tempted in every way that we are, and yet 

6 John 6:68 
7 John 17:3 
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never sin.  And He came to take all of our filth and stink upon Himself, so that when He died on the cross, it 10

wasn’t for any iniquity that He committed, but for ours.  11

 
He paid the ultimate price. Jesus, who never sinned, died for our sin. That was the penalty for our sin. Romans 
3:23 says it like this: 
 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 
6:23) 

 
Now, I want to be very clear here because I’m about to invite you to give your life to Jesus just as Jesus gave 
His life to you. The Bible certainly calls you to live for Jesus,  but living for Jesus isn’t what saves you, as if 12

you could do enough good, or get it right this time. No, we’re not saved by what we do. We’re saved by what 
Jesus did. We’re saved by grace through faith in Jesus, the greatest gift. 
 
And if you really get that, you’ll gladly want to give your life to Him. But it’s not because you’re trying to pay 
God back, but simply because you finally realize God’s great love for you, and therefore you want to love Him 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  13

 
There’s a place for giving stuff to God. God wants us to cheerfully give Him our service, and our time, and even 
offerings from what He’s blessed us with. The Bible says that God loves a cheerful giver!  That’s all good and 14

biblical. But what God really wants more than anything is you. He wants your heart.  And He wants your heart 15

so much that He allowed Himself to be nailed to the cross so that He could show you just how much He loves 
you. 
 
The Bible says you were bought with a price: the blood of Jesus.  God made you, and He bought you back. 16

So you're not your own. So stop acting like it's your life and you can do whatever you want with it. Humble 
yourself.  And even if you have a ton of questions about what it means to be saved, God invites you to 17

surrender your doubts. Surrender your fears. Allow Him to speak grace and meaning into your life, even while 
you’re still in the midst of all of your life’s sin and filth. 
 
Because this is a sign for you: Jesus, wrapped in swaddling cloths, and lying in a manger. 
 
God gave us the greatest gift: Jesus Christ. Born in a manger, and then died on a cross. And if you really 
receive that gift, you’re going to want to give Him your life as well. In fact, you’re going to want to call up all of 
your friends and say, “You should have been at church this morning, because when I went today, I received 
this gift, and wow, this is just the most amazing gift and I didn’t have to do anything to earn it! I was just given 
this gift for free!” 
 
Salvation through Jesus is completely free, with no strings attached, and if you really receive Him, He will 
completely transform your life. And that’s not a string. That’s a promise. 
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[Lucky charms picture] 

 
 
Have any of you seen this picture in the last week? A teacher posted this picture to Facebook on Wednesday, 
and as of last night, it’s gotten over 300,000 likes and loves, 110,000 shares and almost 20,000 comments. 
Among other things, she wrote this: 
 

With it being the day before break and Christmas right around the corner, most teachers bring their 
kiddos something such as books or little treats and occasionally in return receive something from their 
students. 
 
Today I received some chocolates, sweet handmade notes, some jewelry, but these Lucky Charm 
marshmallows stood out to me the most. 
 
You see, 100% of my school is on free/reduced lunch. They also get free breakfast at school every day 
of the school week. This kiddo wanted to get my something so badly, but had nothing to give. 
 
So rather than give me nothing, this student opened up her free breakfast cereal this morning, took the 
packaging of her spork, straw, and napkin, and finally took the time to take every marshmallow out of 
her cereal to put in a bag—for me. 

 
You see, with nothing of her own to give, that little girl took out what was most precious of the free breakfast 
that she was given, because she wanted to give a give to her teacher. Now, how valuable were those 
marshmallows to the teacher? In some ways they weren’t worth anything at all, and yet it was her favorite gift. 
 
Here’s the thing: by God’s great power and love, He will save you through Jesus, and begin to mold you into 
the person who wants to give Him all your lucky charms marshmallows. It’s not really that God needs our good 
deeds, or us at all, but He loves to receive you as you rest in His great love for you. 


