
Luke 2:4-14 
He’s Here! 

 
Main idea: When the world was created, it was created by Him, through Him, and for Him. When Adam and 
Eve were created in the image of God, they were created to be like Jesus. When they sinned, breaking God’s 
law, they were promised that He would come and save them. All of the law proved to us that we couldn’t save 
ourselves, and that we need a Savior. He’s the Light of the whole world! He’s the Great Shepherd. He’s King of 
all kings! And now, He was born! 
 
Imagine that this box contains something that you really really want. I’m just going to put this right here. And 
no, you can’t just ask for it to get it this week. 
 
Tell me something you really really want, and I’ll tell you if it’s in this box. 
 
I love the movie, “The Greatest Showman,” which is about the life and career of P. T. Barnum, and about what 
he thinks he wants. Here’s the end of the first song in that movie. 
 
[Video clip from “The Greatest Showman”] 

 
 
In the movie, even as a child, P. T. Barnum wanted to be a part of the greatest show on earth. He longed for it. 
He had a million dreams of it. But he was poor, and didn’t feel like he could really have what he wanted. 
 
Some of you this morning may really really want to finally get through whatever you’re currently going through. 
Maybe you’re trying to figure out what you want to do the rest of your life, and you just wish you already had it 
all figured out. Maybe you’re going through relationship issues, and you just have this feeling of hopelessness. 
Or maybe you’ve just had a ton of financial setbacks for years, and you just really really wish you had some 
more money. Or maybe you just found out that you’re allergic to pretty much everything, and all you can safely 
eat is chicken and sugar. Anyone like that here? 
 
What keeps you from getting what you want? 
 
I think that’s a question we often ask ourselves about all kinds of things that we want in life. We often assume 
that the answer is because we did something wrong, and therefore we won’t get what we want. And sometimes 
that is the answer, or at least part of the answer of why. But often even when that’s the case, we find that God 
is a God of grace, and that even when we don’t deserve to be blessed by Him, He gives us what we want by 
His mercy and grace, and all we really have to do is wait. 
 
But it’s no fun to wait, is it? 



 
To show how impatient we often are, I have a little test for you this morning. 
 
[everyone takes the impatience test] 
 
That was to illustrate that we often get into trouble and sin because we don’t want to wait on the Lord. God tells 
us that we’re going to have pleasure with Him forever, but rather than wait on Him, we decide to do our own 
thing and seek out our own pleasure here. 
 
So far in VBS, and really all this year so far, I've been teaching though the Old Testament. And I don’t know 
about you, but when I study and teach the Old Testament, I have a sense of anticipation. Because so much of 
the Old Testament is about the problem. The problem is that we don’t wait on the Lord. We sin against God. 
God requires us to be perfect, but we’re not perfect, and that’s a big problem! 
 
It’s not a problem for God, but for us. God would be perfectly just in allowing us to experience His wrath. But 
we’re also perfectly incapable of solving our problem. So there’s all this anticipation in the Old Testament about 
when and how God is going to solve our problem. 
 
Well, last week, we decorated for a party. And we discovered that the party isn’t really about going to a place, 
but about knowing a person. And this week, we’re going to see who that Person is. 
 
Luke 2:4-7. 
 

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. (Luke 2:4-7) 

 
This is, of course, what we call the Christmas story, because it’s the story of Jesus’s birth. So I think it’s pretty 
cool that when you first walk into our church, you see that we decorated for VBS with a bunch of Christmas 
trees. But we’re not really going to focus so much on the Christmas theme, in which we could talk about 
presents and family and gift-giving. Instead, we’re going to talk about just one thing: how Jesus came to save 
the world. 
 
How would you save the world? In other words, what would your superpower be? Ok, so imagine a meteor is 
about to destroy the earth, or there’s a plague that everyone’s getting, or the zombie apocalypse is finally here, 
what superpower would you choose in order to save everyone? 
 
You know, Jesus could have had any superpower that He wanted. In fact, as an adult, Jesus would heal the 
sick, and raise the dead, and after His resurrection, even ascend to heaven. Those are some pretty impressive 
superpowers! 
 
But is that how Jesus saved the world? It’s interesting that all of these things that impress us so much aren’t 
really how Jesus saved us at all, but just kind of how He often gets our attention so that we would see Him for 
who He is. Jesus’s real superpower is that the omnipotent, Almighty God made Himself so very small, like us, 
being born as one of us, and then even dying on a cross for our sin. 
 



Many of you are probably somewhat familiar with the circumstances that led up to the birth of Jesus. Basically, 
there was a census being taken, and the way that they did that back then in that area was that every family 
had to travel back to the place where they were originally from, so that every person could be counted, and 
there was no question as to who people were and how many there were. So Joseph and his fiance Mary 
travelled to Bethlehem, because they were actually both from the lineage of King David. And then it said this in 
verse 6: 
 

And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. (Luke 2:6) 
 
Biologically speaking, that means that it had been about nine months since Mary was told by an angel that she 
would give birth to the Messiah. But spiritually speaking, the time came for her to give birth because it was time 
for the Savior to enter the world. Everything I’ve preached so far during VBS and even all of this year 
anticipated this moment, the coming of the Savior. 
 
This mural represents how God created everything very good. How does that anticipate the coming of the 
Savior? 
 
This mural represents the promise given to Abraham. How does that anticipate the coming of the Savior? 
 
This mural represents the law given to the Israelites. How does that anticipate the coming of the Savior? 
 
This mural represents the wrath that we deserve because we can’t keep God’s law. How does that anticipate 
the coming of the Savior? 
 
When the world was created, it was created by Him, through Him, and for Him. When Adam and Eve were 
created in the image of God, they were created to be like Jesus. And when they sinned, breaking God’s law, 
they were promised that the Messiah would come and save them. All of the law proved to us that we couldn’t 
save ourselves, but instead deserve God’s wrath, and that we need a Savior. Over and over again, we see that 
Jesus is the Light of the whole world! He’s the Great Shepherd. He’s King of all kings! And now, finally, He was 
born! 
 
Verse 7. 
 

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. (Luke 2:7) 

 
After all the anticipation, Jesus’s birth just seemed so normal, or actually even far less than what we would 
consider dignified. 
 
It says that Mary wrapped Jesus in swaddling cloths. I mean, you would think that the King of kings would be 
given a royal robe, right? That the birth of the Son of God deserved the softest silk, or the warmest blanket! But 
swaddling cloths are just like receiving blankets. I mean, that’s what just about every baby is wrapped in when 
they’re born. 
 
Some of you showed me pictures of your kids or grandkids when they were born. 
 
[Gabe’s baby picture] 



 
 
Look, here’s Matthew with his nephew, Gabe. Isn’t he handsome? 
 
[Maverick’s baby picture] 

 
 
And here’s Terissa’s grandson, Maverick. Look at that smile! 
 
[Raelynn’s baby picture] 



 
 
And here’s a picture of Raelynn when she was born. What do all these babies have in common? They’re all 
wrapped up in one of these, or something very similar to this. In fact, if you look through your old pictures of 
newborn babies, there’s a good chance you’ll find this exact blanket design because it’s been used in hospitals 
all over the world for the last 70 years. But way before that, receiving blankets, or swaddling cloths, go back 
thousands of years, and pretty much every baby is wrapped in them at birth. Jesus’s birth was incredibly 
normal. 
 
But it was also incredibly undignified. It says that Jesus was laid in a manger. When you hear the word 
“manger,” what do you think of? 
 
[Picture of wooden manger] 

 
 
Do you picture something like this? Maybe isn’t exactly ideal for a baby, but at least it looks kind of special, 
right? But maybe, instead, we should picture something like this: 
 
[Picture of concrete manger] 

 
 
This is a water trough for animals cut from stone, the kind of thing found in many barns in the first century 
when Jesus was born. 



 
Ultimately, we don’t know what the manger Jesus was placed into looked like, but we probably shouldn’t think 
of the beautifully woven basket like we sometimes see depicted in paintings of the birth of Jesus. No, a manger 
is simply a feeding trough for animals. Usually, these were made of either cold metal, or rough stone, or scraps 
of wood, but they were always dirty. Kind of unfit for a king, right? 
 
So why would the birth of the Savior be so normal, or even so undignified for a king? 
 
I think it’s to reinforce the truth that Jesus was born just like us. He came as one of us. The King of kings 
became a little baby, so that He could live as one of us, and yet never sin, so that His undignified death on the 
cross would pay the price for our sins, just as all the prophets foretold. 
 
But even though Jesus’s birth was so incredibly normal and undignified, the heavens couldn’t help but open 
and celebrate His birth. Verse 8. 
 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!” (Luke 2:8-14) 

 
As we saw last week, it’s time to party. There’s certainly a place in life for sorrow, but when we reflect on the 
coming of our Savior, it’s time to rejoice. I mean, check out what all these angels were saying together: Verse 
14. 
 

Glory to God in the highest... (Luke 2:14) 
 
That’s like saying, “This is the very biggest thing to praise God for.” Nothing else compares to the Savior of all 
the world being born. 
 
By show of hands, who here took a breath this morning? Praise God! But praise God even more for the birth of 
Jesus. Who here is having fun and learning something at VBS this year? Praise God! But praise God even 
more that Jesus came. Because Jesus’s birth is the what brings the highest degree of glory to God. 
 
Do you see what this means? It means that no matter what you’re going through, whether good or bad, you 
always have reason to praise God not just a little, but in the highest. Because the greatest thing to praise God 
for is always a reality. The Savior that God promised to save us from our sins came! And we can always rest in 
Him. 
 
The angels went on. Verse 14. 
 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2:14) 
 
Through the birth of Jesus, those on earth with whom God is pleased have peace. So the question is, “With 
whom is God pleased?” 



 
According to the Bible, who sins? Yeah, the Bible is clear that all sin. 
 
And, according to the Bible, does sin please God, or displease Him? Yeah, sin doesn’t please God. So as 
sinners, we are all God’s enemies, deserving the wrath of God. 
 
So, with whom is God pleased? Who is the one who never sinned and therefore always pleased God? 
 
Only Jesus never sinned and didn’t deserve God’s wrath. Therefore, God could only be pleased with Jesus. 
 
And yet, because Jesus gave Himself up for our sin, God is pleased with all who rest in Him. And therefore, all 
who trust in Jesus have peace. 
 
It’s a peace that passes understanding. It’s peace with God, and peace throughout life, no matter what you go 
through. And it’s all because Jesus came. 
 
You see, like I said before, God would be perfectly just in allowing us to experience His wrath. But the thing is, 
God isn’t wrath, God sometimes shows wrath, but wrath isn’t who God is. The Bible says that God is love. And 
even the Old Testament is clear that God is love. One of the most repeated phrases in the Old Testament is 
about His love, found in Psalm 136:1. 
 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. (Psalms 136:1) 
 
And in Ezekiel 33:11, God says: 
 

“As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of 
Israel?” (Ezekiel 33:11) 

 
You see, because of our sin, we deserve wrath, but God desires that everyone would turn from their sin, and 
live. And God even made a way for us so that we would live. The New Testament reveals that Jesus is the 
way. 
 
So, being Father’s Day, this gift is for my dad, and I’ll give it to him after we close. But I simply want it to remind 
you that your Father in heaven has given you the greatest gift of all: Jesus Christ. He’s everything you could 
ever want, and everything you could ever need. And He’s here right in front of you. 


