
Daniel 6 
May Your God Deliver You! 

 
Main idea: God does not always deliver us when we face trials in this life, but He will deliver you from hell as 
you trust in Him. 
 
There’s no question that Mick Jagger of the Rolling Stones is one of the most successful musicians of all time, 
having sold more than 66 million albums in the last 50 years. You may not know this, but Mick Jagger was 
raised in a Protestant church, in the Church of England, but later converted to Catholicism when he married his 
first wife in 1971. But when she found out about his ongoing affair with a Playboy model, she divorced him in 
1978. He later married his second wife in a Balinese Hindu ceremony, which was later annulled. All in all, Mick 
Jagger has at least 8 children with 5 different mothers, and we have reason to believe that Mick Jagger 
dabbled in Protestantism, Catholicism, Balinese Hinduism, Jewish mysticism, Buddhism, possibly Mormonism, 
and certainly atheism. 
 
So I don’t think it’s far-fetched to say that Mick Jagger was being prophetic when he sang in in 1965, “I can’t 
get no satisfaction.” 
 
In an interview with The Independent in 2007, Mick Jagger said this: 
 

“Like most English people I’m not a great believer...I’ve read Richard Dawkins’ book and it’s very 
persuasive. I’m more in awe of the universe and that’s not really a belief in God…dying for an idea, like 
in religion, is absurd.” - Mick Jagger 

 
So Mick Jagger can’t seem to decide what he believes about God, but he does think that dying for God is 
absurd. 
 
Is dying for God absurd? Is that a waste of life, or is that the point of life? Jesus told us that if anyone would be 
His disciple, he must take up his cross daily and follow Him.  In other words, you must die to self, for God. 1

 
As we observe Memorial Day tomorrow, we ought to remember the many who gave their lives to protect our 
freedom, and fight for the freedom of others. They died for an idea, that all men are created equal with the right 
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
 
How do you pursue happiness? 
 
I wonder if maybe we often think, “I can’t get no satisfaction,” because we’re looking for satisfaction in all the 
wrong things.  2

 
In his book Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis wrote: 
 

“God cannot give us a happiness and peace apart from Himself, because it is not there. There is no 
such thing.” - C.S. Lewis 

 

1 Luke 9:23 
2 Philippians 4:11-13 



If we make life about anything but God, we make life meaningless and hopeless.  And when we treat life that 3

way, God allows us to go down that path so that we would see exactly where it leads.  4

 
That’s what happened to the Jews in the Old Testament. We talked briefly last week when looking at the book 
of Isaiah about how during the period of the kings, the people of Israel were then divided, and then afterward 
exiled from the promised land because of their unfaithfulness to God.  And during this time period in Israel’s 5

history, God appointed prophets to preach to them and the nations around them, reminding them, even 
commanding them to repent.  Isaiah was one of those prophets,  which we looked at last week, and Daniel 6 7

was another one of those prophets, which we’re going to be looking at today. 
 
Daniel 6:1-3 
 

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom; and over 
them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give account, so that 
the king might suffer no loss. Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials 
and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole 
kingdom. (Daniel 6:1-3) 

 
If you read the first five chapters of Daniel up to this point, you actually find that Daniel’s appointment to such a 
high position was no surprise. God blessed Daniel with great wisdom and used Daniel in some really 
extraordinary ways, so that Daniel naturally rose up through the ranks to the position where he was one of the 
three highest officials just under King Darius.  And the king even planned to set Daniel over the others, so that 8

in the entire kingdom, only the king himself had more authority than Daniel. 
 
Now, it’s interesting that today, we often assume that people rise up in politics or business because they’ve 
done some shady deals, or because they’ve cheated their way to the top. And sometimes that’s true. But for 
Daniel, it was just the opposite. Verse 4. 
 

Then the high officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard 
to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and 
no error or fault was found in him. Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint 
against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.” (Daniel 6:4-5) 

 
Daniel rose to the top of the ladder by being faithful. He was faithful to serve the king of Babylon, but even 
more importantly, as the other officials saw, Daniel was faithful to serve the King of kings. Daniel didn’t get to 
his position by hiding his faith, but by making his faith the most important thing in his life, and everyone knew it. 
 
Do you make God first in your business? In your family? In your personal life, even when no one is looking? 
Sometimes we think that if we bring our faith into things like business and politics, that we’re going to suffer for 
it. And certainly that’s often the case. But sometimes God actually blesses you immensely when you make 
your faith public, so that He can accomplish His will through you in various places and to various people. 
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But I say this not so that you will go public with your faith for the sake of getting blessed, as if getting blessed is 
the purpose. Because, as we see many times throughout Scripture, people who are public with their faith often 
aren’t blessed, but persecuted.  But that’s not the point either. No, the point is simply that we make it our aim to 9

glorify God whether or not we’re blessed, or whether or not we’re persecuted.  Our goal should not be to 10

merely get temporal blessings in this life, but to serve God no matter what happens to us, because we know 
that our greatest treasure is in heaven.  11

 
Two great examples of this are Chick-fil-A and Hobby Lobby; both are well-known Christian businesses. Over 
the years, they’ve often been targeted because of the beliefs of their owners. They’ve been sued, boycotted, 
mocked, and banned from certain cities because of their faith. In most ways, though, these businesses have 
been insanely successful. Since 2010, for example, Chick-fil-A has led the fast food industry in average sales 
per restaurant, despite being open only six days a week. They treat employees fair, they make a work 
environment that attracts honest hardworking employees, and there’s little doubt that their success comes from 
their integrity of the Christian work ethic: working as if serving God and not man.  12

 
That’s what Daniel’s aim was. And, evidently, the other officials were jealous of him, but they couldn’t find any 
way to get him fired, because Daniel was always faithful. But based on Daniel’s track record, they reasoned 
that given the conflict between serving God or the king, Daniel would serve God. And they were right. So 
here’s what they proposed. Verse 6. 
 

Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, “O King Darius, 
live forever! All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the 
governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that 
whoever makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the 
den of lions. Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, 
according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Therefore King Darius 
signed the document and injunction. (Daniel 6:6-9) 

 
Whereas Daniel got to his position by being faithful, we see that these other officials didn’t mind lying and 
cheating when it served their purposes. They told the king, “all the high officials” agreed that you should 
establish this ordinance, but they didn’t mention that they left out at least one high official, right? Daniel. 
 
So we see this contrast between Daniel, who made it his aim to serve God, and the other officials, who 
rationalized doing wrong when they wanted to. So the question is, which are you? Do you serve God, even 
when it’s hard, or do you sin when things aren’t going your way? 
 
Well, if we’re honest, at best from time to time, we do both. Sometimes, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
stand strong, but sometimes we just totally blow it and have to ask once again for God to forgive us. And this is 
consistent with people in the Bible. The Bible is clear that there is not a righteous person on the earth who 
never sins.  And even Daniel, who is shown throughout the book of Daniel to be righteous and devoted to 13

God, at several points prays for forgiveness. For example, in Daniel 9:20-23, Daniel wrote: 
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While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting 
my plea before the LORD my God for the holy hill of my God, while I was speaking in prayer, the man 
Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the first, came to me in swift flight at the time of the evening 
sacrifice. He made me understand, speaking with me and saying, “O Daniel, I have now come out to 
give you insight and understanding. At the beginning of your pleas for mercy a word went out, and I 
have come to tell it to you, for you are greatly loved.” (Daniel 9:20-23) 

 
In other words, living the Christian life isn’t about how strong you are, but about having faith in the strength of 
God’s love for you. The reason Daniel could stand firm in his faith was because he believed that God loved 
and forgave him. And when you believe that God loves you, nothing in this world can take God’s place. 
 
That’s the battle that we face each day. You can either rest in God’s love, believing that only God can deliver 
you from hopelessness and meaninglessness, or you can seek to rest in something else. If you think 
something else can give you true satisfaction in life, you may have a lot of fun in the process. It’s fun to spend 
a lot of money on temporary things. It’s fun to chase pleasure in sex, drugs, and rock ‘n’ roll. But when it’s all 
said and done, looking back, you’ll find that none of those things can truly give your life hope and meaning. 
Only God can deliver you from a meaningless death, and you when believe that, then you’ll be willing to give 
your life for Him. 
 
That’s the situation that was presented to Daniel in chapter 6. He could choose the easy life, which seemed to 
lead to further prosperity, or he could chose to be faithful to God. Well, for Daniel, it didn’t even seem like a 
hard choice. Verse 10. 
 

When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in 
his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed 
and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. (Daniel 6:10) 

 
It’s important to note that Daniel wasn’t making a show of it. He didn’t hear about the document, and then say 
to himself, “Well, I’m going to show them! I’m going to open up my windows so that they can see me defying 
this wicked edict!” No, it says that this is what Daniel had always done as a part of living out his faith. So to 
pray in a different place at this point would have been, in his mind, to fear man rather than God.  And Daniel 14

already had it settled in his mind that if God is for him, who can be against him?  15

 
Ultimately, no one can. And yet, that doesn’t mean that everything will go our way. Verse 11. 
 

Then these men came by agreement and found Daniel making petition and plea before his God. Then 
they came near and said before the king, concerning the injunction, “O king! Did you not sign an 
injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, 
shall be cast into the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing stands fast, according to 
the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Then they answered and said before the 
king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or the injunction 
you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.” Then the king, when he heard these words, 
was much distressed and set his mind to deliver Daniel. And he labored till the sun went down to 
rescue him. Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it 
is a law of the Medes and Persians that no injunction or ordinance that the king establishes can be 
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changed.” Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king 
declared to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” (Daniel 6:11-16) 

 
At this point, the plan of the other high officials seemed to be working exactly as they had hoped. They got 
Daniel arrested, and even though King Darius really liked Daniel, he couldn’t just take it back, because then his 
whole authority as king would be in question. So the king had Daniel thrown into the lions’ den, and shouted 
down to him, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” 
 
Now, that’s what King Darius said. It should be obvious that up to this point in the story, King Darius couldn’t 
get no satisfaction. He was not a believer in the God of the Jews. When the officials presented him with the 
idea that no one should pray except to him, that boosted his ego, and he signed it into law. And when he heard 
that Daniel had broken his injunction, and would be killed, it says he became distressed. And now, as Daniel 
was being thrown into the lions’ den, he shouted after him, “May your God deliver you!” 
 
And yet, this may have been the king’s first expression of faith. He didn’t yet believe it wholeheartedly, because 
then he would have said, “May our God deliver you.” But he also could have been much more ambiguous, like, 
“May the gods deliver you” or even “May you somehow be delivered from this life of hopelessness!” But 
instead, King Darius prayed, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you.” It was like faith the size 
of a mustard seed. 
 
Now, God wasn’t obligated to deliver Daniel. God doesn’t owe us anything.  In fact, there are many instances 16

in the Bible and in history in which God did not deliver His people from trials, or even death.  But this isn’t 17

something we should fear, but rather something we can endure for the sake of Christ because He endured 
such pain and even death for us.  18

 
Thomas Hawkes, a martyr of the Christian faith, said it beautifully like this, when he was told that he must 
recant Jesus or die. He said: 
 

“If I had a hundred bodies I would suffer them all to be torn in pieces rather than I will abjure and 
recant.” - Thomas Hawkes 

 
And not long later, he was burned alive, and as he was dying, he put his hands in the air, praising the Lord. I 
bet if you were to ask Thomas Hawkes if it was absurd to die for God, he would have responded, “No! It is my 
honor.” I think that’s exactly the attitude that Daniel had going into the lions’ den. Verse 17. 
 

And a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet 
and with the signet of his lords, that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. Then the king went 
to his palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 
(Daniel 6:17-18) 

 
Apparently, the king still couldn’t get no satisfaction. Verse 19. 
 

Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. As he came near to the den 
where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of 
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the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 
Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths, 
and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O 
king, I have done no harm.” (Daniel 6:19-22) 

 
Listen, whatever hopelessness you may be experiencing right now, God has the power to deliver you.  If your 19

marriage is having problems, trust in God, He can make it better. If you’re deep in debt, and you don’t know if 
you’ll ever get out, put your hope in Christ, and not in the fleeting things of this world, and God can help you 
through it. If your kids are rebelling, or your boss is making your job miserable, or you’re just afraid of what 
tomorrow might bring, have courage, because God can deliver you. 
 
But even if He doesn’t, have the attitude of Job, who lost everything, and said, “Naked I came from my 
mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord.”  20

 
Because even if you lose everything in this life, remember that the point of this life isn’t that we cling to this life, 
but that we learn to rest in Jesus. And know that if you lose it all for the sake of Christ, you will receive many 
times more, and in the age to come, eternal life.  21

 
Verse 23. 
 

Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel 
was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his 
God. And the king commanded, and those men who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and 
cast into the den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of 
the den, the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. Then King Darius wrote to all 
the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: “Peace be multiplied to you. I make a 
decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is 
the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the 
end. He delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has saved 
Daniel from the power of the lions.” (Daniel 6:23-27) 

 
So Daniel was saved and King Darius finally got some satisfaction. He began to believe in the living God. He 
was delivered from the hopelessness and meaninglessness that we’ve all experienced, because he finally saw 
that God alone is King. And that revelation brought him peace and joy. 
 
Maybe you’ve been rebelling against that declaration for a long time. Maybe you’ve been chasing after all sorts 
of things in life, thinking they can give your life meaning. But the Bible is clear that Jesus is the meaning. He is 
the way, and the truth, and the life.  We’ve all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God,  but Jesus glorified 22 23

God perfectly.  So when He died, He died not for any sin that He committed, but for our sin, in order to deliver 24

us from the dominion of the evil one.  So by grace, through faith in Him,  may your God, Jesus, deliver you! 25 26
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You see, Daniel could have just obeyed the king’s injunction, but he knew, like we should all know, that there’s 
a higher authority than any king or government. God is our king, and we must obey Him rather than man. And 
God does not always deliver us from the trials that we face in this life, but He will deliver you through every 
one, and He will deliver you from hell as you trust in Him. 
 
Are you trusting in Jesus? 

26 Ephesians 2:8 


