
Isaiah 53 
The Prophecy 

 
Main idea: All are guilty, and all are invited to receive salvation. 
 
One of my favorite movies growing up was “Back to the Future.” I think I saw it for the first time when I 
was about 6 years old, and I’ve pretty much been obsessed with the idea of time travel ever since then. 
And when you really start digging into things like Einstein’s Theory of Relativity, it’s really not as 
far-fetched as it might sound at first to be able to go into the future. You see, we’re actually all time 
travelers right now, as we all travel into the future minute by minute, one second at a time. 
 
But I think the appeal of traveling into the future faster than than is simply finding out what the future will 
be like. Is it possible to know what’s going to happen in the future? Or, maybe a better question is, what 
do you hope will happen in the future? In other words, what are you waiting for? 
 
For several years as your pastor, I was always waiting for something. I was waiting for a breakthrough, 
or waiting for clarity about what I should do, or even just waiting for me to get better at doing what I 
knew I should be doing. 
 
So what are you waiting for? Maybe you’re waiting for life to get a little easier. You just feel like you’ve 
been suffering for so long, and you hope that the future will get better. Or maybe you’re waiting for an 
opportunity. You want to do something for God, and maybe you even know what that thing is, but the 
timing just has never felt quite right. Or maybe you’re just waiting, even longing, to master one 
particular sin in your life, and you think that if you can do that, then you’ll be able to enjoy life to the 
fullest. 
 
Well, for many people, one of the greatest obstacles to becoming a Christian is admitting not only that 
they sin, but that sin deserves wrath. It’s easy to admit that we sin, because we just say, “Nobody’s 
perfect.” And then we kind of just brush it off as if it doesn’t matter, since we’re all in the same boat. But 
the Bible is clear that because of sin, the wrath of God is coming.  1

 
That’s made clear in many passages of Scripture, but since I’ll be preaching from Isaiah 53 this 
morning, allow me to briefly show who will be receiving God’s wrath according to Isaiah. Chapter 1, 
verse 2. 
 

Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the LORD has spoken: “Children have I reared and 
brought up, but they have rebelled against me. (Isaiah 1:2) 

 
So from the very beginning of the book of Isaiah, we see that God’s children have all rebelled against 
God. Then the rest of the book goes on to name several groups of people who have rebelled against 
God and will receive His wrath. Here are just a few: 
 
Chapter 10:5. 
 

1 Colossians 3:6 



Woe to Assyria, the rod of my anger; the staff in their hands is my fury! (Isaiah 10:5) 
 
Chapter 13:19. 
 

And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the splendor and pomp of the Chaldeans, will be like 
Sodom and Gomorrah when God overthrew them. (Isaiah 13:19) 

 
Chapter 19:1. 
 

An oracle concerning Egypt. Behold, the LORD is riding on a swift cloud and comes to Egypt; 
and the idols of Egypt will tremble at his presence, and the heart of the Egyptians will melt within 
them. (Isaiah 19:1) 

 
In other words, all of God’s enemies will be destroyed. And then we read this in Isaiah 48, talking about 
the people of Israel. Verse 1. 
 

Hear this, O house of Jacob, who are called by the name of Israel, and who came from the 
waters of Judah, who swear by the name of the LORD and confess the God of Israel, but not in 
truth or right. (Isaiah 48:1) 

 
Verse 8. 
 

You have never heard, you have never known, from of old your ear has not been opened. For I 
knew that you would surely deal treacherously, and that from before birth you were called a 
rebel. (Isaiah 48:8) 

 
So we find that even God’s chosen people have rebelled. So according to the book of Isaiah, in the 
future, everyone will receive God’s wrath, both God’s enemies, and God’s people, because everyone 
has transgressed God’s commands. But just so that there’s no question about that, Isaiah 24:1. 
 

See, the LORD is going to lay waste the earth and devastate it; he will ruin its face and scatter 
its inhabitants. (Isaiah 24:1) 

 
You see, God can know what’s going to happen in the future, because God is the author of time: He’s 
outside of time, and He sees all of time simultaneously.  And we can know what’s going to happen in 2

the future because the author of time tells us in His word what’s going to happen.  And in Isaiah, God 3

tells us very clearly that He will destroy the whole world, and everyone in it. 
 
So we ought to ask the question: why should all these people, which include all of God’s enemies, 
God’s people, and God’s children, and all of us, the whole earth, why should we all experience the 
wrath of God? Well, it’s because we’ve all disobeyed the commands of God, right? Nobody’s perfect, 
and therefore everybody deserves the wrath of God.  4

2 Psalm 90:2, 4 
3 2 Timothy 3:16, Revelation 21:1 
4 Ephesians 2:1-3 



 
At this point, I want to draw our attention back to this artwork that the youth made for this year’s series 
through the Bible. So far this year, we’ve seen that God created all things, including Adam and Eve, 
and the tree in the garden, and that God created everything very good.  But then Adam rebelled, and 5

was cast out from the presence of the Lord.  But then God also gave a promise to Abraham that all the 6

families of the world would be blessed through his offspring.  And this would be by grace, not as a 7

result of works, so that no one could boast about it.  But when Abraham’s descendants received the 8

law,  they did not obey the law because they were not able to serve the Lord,  and therefore, they 9 10

received wrath, in the form of exile from the promised land.  11

 
You see, law and wrath are cut from the same board. All the other murals that the youth made for this 
sermon series are full size, but these are half size, because they go together. They were literally cut 
from the same board. And the Bible says that they were cut from the same board as well. Romans 4:15 
says it this way: 
 

The law brings wrath, and where there is no law, there is no transgression. (Romans 4:15) 
 
The prophets warn us of the wrath to come. Isaiah paints a picture of the need that we all have. 
Because of our sin, we are all doomed for destruction. Isaiah names every group he could possibly 
think of, and calls them all out for their sin, and shows how are all deserving of judgment and hell. 
 
So, in light of that, what do you hope will happen in the future? 
 
Sprinkled throughout everything we just read, Isaiah also foretold the coming of Christ in vivid detail. 
Jesus would rescue all who place their faith in Him. You see, as much as the book of Isaiah condemns 
the guilty, which is all of us, it also offers hope to all. Chapter 2, verses 2 and 3. 
 

In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief among the 
mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. Many peoples will 
come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 
Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths." The law will go out from 
Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. (Isaiah 2:2-3) 

 
Chapter 25, verses 6 through 9. 
 

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet 
of aged wine-- the best of meats and the finest of wines. On this mountain he will destroy the 
shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up death 
forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the 

5 Genesis 1:26-27, 1:31, 2:9 
6 Genesis 3:6, 24 
7 Genesis 12:1-3,  
8 Ephesians 2:8-9 
9 Exodus 20:1-21 
10 Joshua 24:19 
11 2 Chronicles 36:17-21 



disgrace of his people from all the earth. The LORD has spoken. In that day they will say, 
"Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; 
let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation." (Isaiah 25:6-9) 

 
And chapter 27, verse 13 says: 
 

In that day a great trumpet will sound. Those who were perishing in Assyria and those who were 
exiled in Egypt will come and worship the LORD on the holy mountain in Jerusalem. (Isaiah 
27:13) 

 
So not only are all deserving of God’s wrath, but all are also invited to receive His grace. How is this 
possible? How is it possible that all are guilty, and yet all are invited to the Great Banquet? That 
actually brings us to our main passage this morning: Isaiah 53, starting with verse 1. 
 

Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? He 
grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or 
majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was 
despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from 
whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he took up our 
infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and 
afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like 
sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:1-6) 

 
Father, we don’t know what will happen tomorrow, but You do. From the foundation of the earth, You 
saw us stuck in our sin, and You told us us ahead of time of the Messiah who would come. So help us 
to trust in Him. In Jesus’s name, Amen. 
 
While all of the Old Testament pointed forward to the coming Savior, I think that Isaiah 53 most clearly 
describes Jesus in light of our desperate need for Him. It starts out with a question. Verse 1. 
 

Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? (Isaiah 
53:1) 

 
Well, as we’ve already seen from the rest of the book of Isaiah leading up to this chapter, none of us 
really believed God. Psalm 14 calls us all fools, because we’ve all turned aside and said in our hearts 
that there is no God.  And yet, Romans 1 talks about how we all know that there’s a God, and so 12

therefore, we’re all without excuse.  13

 
In other words, even though we’re all guilty, and we know we’re guilty, it’s like we refused to really take 
it to heart. And even though we confess to believe even today, we still sin, and therefore we still kind of 
cast off the Lord’s authority over us. So who has believed Isaiah’s message? Verse 2. 

12 Psalm 14:1-3 
13 Romans 1:18-20 



 
He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty 
or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. (Isaiah 
53:2) 

 
In other words, only One Person truly believed God’s message. And this One Person looked just like 
us. You know that stereotypical picture of Jesus, where His face is just as perfect as it gets, and He’s 
wearing a white robe, and He has a perfectly manicured beard? Hogwash! There was nothing about 
His appearance which would have attracted us to Him. In fact, Scripture kind of implies just the 
opposite. Verse 3. 
 

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one 
from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. (Isaiah 53:3) 

 
Nobody would have looked at Jesus and by His appearance come to the conclusion that He was the 
Son of God. Most people would have said just the opposite. “How can this be the Son of God? Look at 
how he suffers! Surely God would bless His Son?” 
 
Do you sometimes feel like God is allowing you to suffer? Or even causing you to suffer? Maybe that’s 
not such a bad thing. Because even the Son of God suffered, and we’re told in this passage that His 
suffering had a purpose. Verse 4. 
 

Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by 
God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed 
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we 
are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the 
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:4-6) 

 
THIS is the great promise of the Bible. Under the inspiration of God,  the prophets peered into the 14

future and warned us of the wrath to come, but they also prophesied of the promise to be fulfilled. 
 
This passage is so incredibly clear, I shouldn’t even have to explain it. In fact, this passage is so clear 
that Jews don’t even read it. According to the organization Jews for Jesus, this chapter is missing from 
their regular synagogue readings.  They don’t read it! One Jewish scholar, Claude Montefiore, 15

explained why: 
 

Why isn’t Isaiah 53 read in the Jewish synagogue? 
 
“Because of the christological interpretation given to the chapter by Christians...” -Claude 
Montefiore 

 
In other words, Jews don’t read Isaiah 53 because Christians say it refers to Jesus, and Jews don’t 
have a better explanation! 

14 2 Peter 1:21 
15 https://jewsforjesus.org/issues-v13-n06/who-s-the-subject-of-isaiah-53-you-decide/ 



 
Guys, this was written 6 or 7 hundred years before Jesus was even born, and yet, it prophecies exactly 
what would happen. Jesus took our infirmities, our sorrows, our transgressions, our iniquities, our 
punishment upon Himself, and because He did that, we are healed. 
 
That means that whatever you’re waiting for, you either already have it in Christ, or else you don’t really 
need it. Are you waiting for an accomplishment in order to feel worthy? You don’t need it. You’re 
already whole in Christ. Are you waiting for an opportunity? You already have it in Christ. You have the 
opportunity every day to follow Jesus and experience true joy and peace, because He experienced the 
punishment that we deserved, which brought us peace with God. 
 
You see, I finally realized within the last year or so that I don’t really need to wait for anything that this 
life can promise me. I don’t need to wait for circumstances in life to get better, or for my church to grow, 
or for suffering to end. Because my hope isn’t in this life, but in Christ crucified. And through His power, 
I have everything I need to live a godly life,  minute by minute, one second at a time. 16

 
And we actually already know what the future is going to be like, because the One who knows the 
future has told us. Revelation 5:11-13. 
 

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of 
many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud 
voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!” And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne 
and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” (Revelation 
5:11-13) 

 
You see, the Lamb who was slain, Jesus, will be praised forever. That’s what the future will be like. The 
only question is, will you begin to praise Him today? Sure, for a time, you can chase after other things, 
lesser things, but the simple prophecy is that Jesus died for your sins, and that by grace through faith, 
you’re forgiven of your sins, and because of that, you will praise Him forever at His throne. 
 
So don’t put off until tomorrow what you know you should do today. Trust in the One who gave His life 
for you, and follow Him, that is, rejoice in Jesus forever and ever. 

16 2 Peter 1:3 


