
2 Kings 5:1-27 
How to Be Clean 

 
Main idea: Salvation is totally free. 
 
I can remember many things that my mom told me to do growing up. Moms are good at giving you a list of 
things to do, right? Shut the door, were you born in a barn? Don’t sit so close to the TV, you’ll go blind! But the 
one most relevant to my sermon today is when she would say, “Wash behind your ears!” She’d usually say that 
as she licked her thumb and started scrubbing the back of my head because I obviously did not wash behind 
my ears. 
 
And so, to this day, I always wash behind my ears, because I’m afraid that if I don’t, my mom will lick her 
thumb and start scrubbing the back of my head. 
 
I tell you that story in order to ask these two questions: why do we do the things that we do? And, how do we 
become clean? 
 
This morning we’re going to be reading a story in the Bible that really should be more well known, because it’s 
the story of how each one of us attempts to clean ourselves, save ourselves, by paying for our salvation. 
 
It begins in 2 Kings 5:1. 
 

Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master and in high 
favor, because by him the LORD had given victory to Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but he was 
a leper. (2 Kings 5:1) 

 
So we’re introduced to this man named Naaman. We’re told that he wasn’t a Jew, but was the commander of 
the army of the king of Syria. And yet he did have a Jewish name. The name Naaman comes from the Hebrew 
word that means, “pleasantness.”  And apparently, Naaman was living up to his name. He was a decent guy. 1

In fact, we’re told in verse 1 that he “was a great man” and “in high favor” in the eyes of the king. But did you 
notice why? It says that it was because “by him that the Lord had given victory to Syria.” 
 
Now, we don’t know exactly what that’s talking about, but the time period lines up pretty closely with what it 
talks about in 1 Kings 22:29-35. 
 

So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead. And the king of 
Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will disguise myself and go into battle, but you wear your robes.” And the 
king of Israel disguised himself and went into battle. Now the king of Syria had commanded the 
thirty-two captains of his chariots, “Fight with neither small nor great, but only with the king of Israel.” 
And when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said, “It is surely the king of Israel.” So 
they turned to fight against him. And Jehoshaphat cried out. And when the captains of the chariots saw 
that it was not the king of Israel, they turned back from pursuing him. But a certain man drew his bow at 
random and struck the king of Israel between the scale armor and the breastplate. Therefore he said to 
the driver of his chariot, “Turn around and carry me out of the battle, for I am wounded.” And the battle 
continued that day, and the king was propped up in his chariot facing the Syrians, until at evening he 
died. And the blood of the wound flowed into the bottom of the chariot. (1 Kings 22:29-35) 

1 Hebrew: ַנֲעָמן 



 
Several commentaries believe that the mystery man who drew his bow and randomly shot an arrow which 
struck the king Israel was none other than Naaman,  who then became the commander of the Syrian army. 2

And if that’s true, then when 2 Kings 5:1 says that God used Naaman to give victory to Syria, it’s possible that 
God used Naaman to give victory to Syria...over Israel. 
 
You see, Israel was being led at the time by a very bad king, Ahab, who led the Israelites to disobey God and 
instead worship false gods.  And God often used the nations around Israel to judge them for their wickedness.  3 4

So, even though we can’t be absolutely certain, it’s very possible that God used Naaman to fatally wound the 
king of Israel. 
 
It’s interesting that the people of God in the Old Testament often assumed that God was on their side to always 
bless them and never harm them simply because of a choice their ancestors made a long time ago.  And many 5

people in America are much the same. But the truth is, you’re not a Christian because you live in America. 
You’re not a Christian because you were raised in a Christian home or because your parents were Christians.  6

You can only truthfully call yourself a Christian if you are, today, at this moment, resting in what Jesus did for 
you on the cross.  And if you’ve never trusted in Jesus Christ to cleanse you of your sins, then you’re still lost 7

and unclean.  8

 
Someone might respond, “But I’m a good person.” Well, so was Naaman. As it says at the end of 2 Kings 5:1, 
Naaman was a mighty man of valor, but he was also a leper. 
 
That meant that Naaman’s skin was literally falling off. And it’s interesting that, had Naaman been Jewish, 
because of his leprosy, he would have been considered unclean. That meant that he couldn’t go into the 
temple, and he would have been expelled away from the camp, and anytime he went anywhere, he would 
have had to announce to everyone, “Unclean! Unclean!”  9

 
And actually, since Naaman wasn’t Jewish, even if he didn’t have leprosy, he was already considered unclean. 
The Jews considered all Gentiles to be unclean.  That means that unless you’re of Jewish descent, none of us 10

here this morning were worthy to enter the temple to worship. It’s like we all have a disease. 
 
Naaman was a warrior, strong and powerful, and yet was becoming more and more weak, wasting away, 
because of this disease. 
 
You know, sin is like a disease. We inherit it from our parents, and each of us succumb to it, and we live our 
whole lives under its curse.  Sin affects, in some way, just about every decision that we make, and nearly 11

everything that we do. Even when we do good, we get proud, and think, “Hey, look how good I am.” So even 
when we do good, sin is right there, crouching at the door.  12
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And in the New Testament, we see over and over that Jesus could not only heal people of diseases, but also 
could forgive them of their sins.  So when we’re told that Naaman was a leper, we should immediately ask, 13

“How can he be clean? How can Naaman be saved from this disease?” 
 
Verse 2. 
 

Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a little girl from the land of Israel, and she worked 
in the service of Naaman's wife. She said to her mistress, “Would that my lord were with the prophet 
who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” So Naaman went in and told his lord, “Thus and 
so spoke the girl from the land of Israel.” And the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to 
the king of Israel.” So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and 
ten changes of clothing. (2 Kings 5:2-5) 

 
Wow, Naaman was pretty important to the king, right? And if Naaman wasn’t aware of that before, he certainly 
knew it now. Because when the king heard that Naaman had leprosy and that there was a hope of being cured 
of it by a prophet in Israel, he sent a letter to the king of Israel announcing his coming, and asking, maybe even 
demanding, that he be made clean. 
 
At this point, if I were Naaman, I’d be thinking, “Hey, I’m pretty important. I’m the commander of the king’s 
army, and I’m so important that he’s sending me, ME, to the king of Israel, so that he will bring this prophet 
before me to cure ME, no matter what it costs.” So Naaman brought ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels 
of gold, and ten changes of clothes. 
 
Now, I tried to figure out exactly how much all that was worth. All the commentaries I read agreed that there’s 
no way of knowing how much the clothes were worth, but that it’s probably talking about luxurious robes and 
outfits for parties, like how we might think of tuxedos and wedding dresses.  So these were expensive clothes, 14

even though we don’t know exactly what they cost. But we can get closer to understanding what the silver and 
gold was worth. On the lowest end of the scale, these put together were worth about $20,000.  Other 15

commentaries seem to think they were worth more like $80,000,  and one commentary even stated that it was 16

worth closer to $1.3 million!  17

 
Now, the text doesn’t say whether this was Naaman’s money or the king’s money, but either way, Naaman was 
thinking, “Surely this is enough money to pay the prophet for my healing.” 
 
Is there anything you think you must do in order to get God to bless you? Sometimes we think, “The bare 
minimum is to read the Bible and pray every day. If I just do that, God will bless me.” Or maybe you think you 
need to avoid a certain sin in order to be right with God. Or maybe you think it’s baptism, or church attendance, 
or serving others. Listen, these are all great things to do! Do them! But don’t think that God’s blessing depends 
on you doing them. 
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God causes the rain to fall on the just and the unjust.  God blesses us and loves us because God is love.  18 19

We can’t pay Him back, and we can’t force His hand. And if you try to pay Him back or force His hand, then 
you haven’t received salvation by grace, and therefore, you haven’t received salvation at all. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 is clear. 
 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God 
not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 
Well, evidently, Naaman didn’t yet understand what grace was, so he brought gifts with him to Israel in order to 
get healed. Verse 6. 
 

And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I 
have sent to you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy.” And when the king of 
Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man 
sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel 
with me.” (2 Kings 5:6-7) 

 
Remember, if Naaman had killed a previous king of Israel, and I think there’s a decent chance that he did, they 
wouldn’t exactly be on friendly terms. And regardless of whether or not that’s true, it’s no wonder that the Jews 
in Jesus’s day didn’t like the idea that God would heal Naaman. Right after Jesus reminded them of that, they 
tried to throw Him off a cliff!  Remember, Israel and Syria were constantly at war with one another. Syria was 20

Israel’s enemy. So why should the king of Israel be kind to his enemies? I mean, is God ever kind to His 
enemies?  21

 
Well, anyway, the king of Israel thought that the king of Syria was trying to pick a fight. But the king of Syria 
wasn’t trying to pick a fight; he was genuinely seeking healing for Naaman. And like many relationships that we 
navigate every day, it’s so easy to misconstrue, and accuse, especially when you already don’t get along, 
right? And the only way we can have restored relationships with God and one another is through a Savior. 
 
And at this point, Elisha steps in to the story. Verse 8. 
 

But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent to the king, 
saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come now to me, that he may know that there is a 
prophet in Israel.” (2 Kings 5:8) 

 
In other words, even though he’s our enemy, or maybe even especially because he’s our enemy, we want to 
show Naaman what God can do. Verse 9. 
 

So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha's house. And Elisha sent 
a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, 
and you shall be clean.” But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that he 
would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the LORD his God, and wave his 
hand over the place and cure the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better 
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than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away in a 
rage. (2 Kings 5:9-12) 

 
Apparently, Naaman expected Elisha to make a big show. And he thought that he was important enough for 
Elisha himself to come out to him and do some impressive tricks so that he could be healed. But instead, 
Elisha just gave Naaman some very normal instructions via a messenger, and that made Naaman furious. 
 
It hurt his ego. You see, one of the biggest obstacles for many people to come to faith in Christ is their ego. We 
want to think that we’re pretty okay people, or even that we’re better than others. And as long as you think that 
you’re good in and of yourself, apart from God’s redeeming grace, then you’ll remain apart from God, unable to 
receive His grace. 
 
And many people, even if they say they’ve received grace, begin to live as if God’s grace depended on their 
works. Like, if they do enough good, then God is pleased with them, but if they mess up enough, then suddenly 
they’ve lost God’s grace. And that also takes a big ego, because it’s as if you think you can somehow be good 
enough for God’s grace, and can pay for it through your works. 
 
But the faith that God implants in us destroys our ego, because although we were dead in our trespasses, God 
made us alive.  22

 
Well, at this point in the story, Naaman still had an ego. Verse 13. 
 

But his servants came near and said to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to 
you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” (2 Kings 5:13) 

 
In other words, is being made clean really that easy? Can the miraculous really happen through something that 
seems so normal? 
 
When Jesus came and lived among us, many said, “Isn’t this just the carpenter’s son?”  In other words, they 23

were expecting something more grand, more spectacular, because they had an ego. But God prefers to use 
what’s weak in the eyes of the world to shame the strong.  God wants you to let go of your ego. Verse 14. 24

 
So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of 
God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. (2 Kings 5:14) 

 
Is being made clean really that easy? For Naaman it was. He let go of his ego, and obeyed the man of God. 
And I don’t think it’s just incidental language when it says that his flesh was restored to like that of a little child. 
To a little child, everything is a miracle. And a little child receives everything by grace. 
 
If we were to read further, we would find that afterward, Naaman offered once again to pay Elisha for what 
happened, but Elisha refused payment. You can’t pay for salvation. But after Naaman left, Elisha’s servant, 
Gehazi, ran after him and lied to him, saying that Elisha would accept payment after all, so Naaman gave him 
silver and clothes, actually twice as much silver as he asked for, because I think Naaman wasn’t giving it as a 
payment, but out of joy. 
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So, why do you do the things that you do? Are you attempting to pay for salvation, or simply rejoicing, as I think 
Naaman was finally doing, that you’ve been cleansed by grace? 
 
Well, when Gehazi came back to Elisha, this is what happened. Verse 25. 
 

He went in and stood before his master, and Elisha said to him, “Where have you been, Gehazi?” And 
he said, “Your servant went nowhere.” But he said to him, “Did not my heart go when the man turned 
from his chariot to meet you? Was it a time to accept money and garments, olive orchards and 
vineyards, sheep and oxen, male servants and female servants? Therefore the leprosy of Naaman 
shall cling to you and to your descendants forever.” So he went out from his presence a leper, like 
snow. (2 Kings 5:25-27) 

 
Gehazi reasoned that Naaman was healed of his disease, and could afford to pay for it, so why not get just a 
little money for it? After all, Naaman was an unclean Gentile, and he didn’t even deserve to be saved, right? 
 
Jesus would later tell His disciples: 
 

Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give 
without pay. (Matthew 10:8) 

 
You see, the problem with trying to pay for salvation is that you can’t. It’s free. That’s why Gehazi received 
Naaman’s leprosy. He treated salvation like something you could buy. But there is only one way to be clean 
and perfect, and it comes by grace. Salvation is totally free. 
 
So, if you want to be clean, like a good mother, I’m going to give you a to do list. 
 
Number one, just as Naaman heard about the healing power of Elisha, you must hear about Jesus. 
 
Number two, go to Him. 
 
And number three, don’t you dare try to to pay. Simply thank Him for saving you by grace. 


