
Genesis 25:19-34 
The Birthright (or, How We Became Heirs) 

 
Main idea: We did nothing to earn salvation. It’s given to us by 
a reckless God of grace. 
 
I have a short sermon for you this morning, but it’s also a lot to 
chew on. I’m sure that I don’t understand everything that I’ll be 
sharing this morning. But it is what I feel like God wants me to 
share so that we would be stretched, and forced to think and 
study the Scripture with greater intensity. So if what I share this 
morning causes you to dig into God’s word to prove me wrong, 
I’ll consider that a huge win, because God loves when we 
study His word. 
 
Let me start with a question. Does God love sinners, or hate 
sinners? We sometimes quote the well-known cliche, that God 
hates the sin, but loves the sinner, and that’s true. But also 
check out these verses. 
 
Psalm 5:5. Talking to God, David says: 
 

The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all 
evildoers. (Psalms 5:5) 

 
Deuteronomy 25:16. 
 



For all who do such things, all who act dishonestly, are an 
abomination to the LORD your God. (Deuteronomy 25:16) 

 
Malachi 1:2-3. 
 

“I have loved you,” says the LORD. But you say, “How 
have you loved us?” “Is not Esau Jacob's brother?” 
declares the LORD. “Yet I have loved Jacob but Esau I 
have hated. I have laid waste his hill country and left his 
heritage to jackals of the desert.” (Malachi 1:2-3) 

 
Did you know that Esau is the only person in all of the Bible 
who is called out as being hated by God? In other places, it 
says that God hates evildoers, or the wicked, but Esau is the 
only specific person said to be hated by God. Isn’t that 
interesting? 
 
Now, most people will say that the name Esau was simply 
being used to represent his family and descendents, how the 
Edomites were the enemies of Israel, and how they may even 
historically tie in to Islam, since Esau married a daughter of 
Ishmael, who Mohammed claimed as an ancestor. And I think 
there’s probably something to all that. Certainly there are many 
levels of understanding Scripture, especially prophecy. But for 
this morning, I want to focus on the fact that God says that He 
hates, not just dislikes, not just loves less, but hates...one man. 
 



So Scripture seems to say that God doesn’t just hate the sin, 
but even the sinner. However, we should also always 
remember that God loves sinners. John 3:16. 
 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

 
Romans 5:8. 
 

God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8) 

 
And, of course, we read in 1 John 4:8 that God is love. 
 

Anyone who does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. (1 John 4:8) 

 
So how can God, who is love, hate someone? 
 
Well, it goes back to what happened in the garden of Eden, 
right? Adam was loved by God, but then he sinned. And 
because he sinned, his relationship with God was broken. And 
the Bible is clear that we all sin, and the wages of sin is death, 
and we are by nature children of wrath, deserving to be cast 
out from the kingdom of God. 
 



So, does God hate us? And if so, can we become heirs to 
eternal life? 
 
Genesis 25:19-34 
 

These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: 
Abraham fathered Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old 
when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the 
Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the 
Aramean, to be his wife. And Isaac prayed to the LORD 
for his wife, because she was barren. And the LORD 
granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. The 
children struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is 
thus, why is this happening to me?” So she went to inquire 
of the LORD. And the LORD said to her, “Two nations are 
in your womb, and two peoples from within you shall be 
divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the older 
shall serve the younger.” When her days to give birth were 
completed, behold, there were twins in her womb. The first 
came out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, so they called 
his name Esau. Afterward his brother came out with his 
hand holding Esau's heel, so his name was called Jacob. 
Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. When the 
boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the 
field, while Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in tents. Isaac 
loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah 
loved Jacob. (Genesis 25:19-28) 



 
Father, help us to love as You love, even loving our enemies, 
so that they might trust in Christ and become heirs. In Jesus’s 
name, Amen. 
 
I’m curious, how many of you have drawn up a will? Good, I 
see that some of you have. I encourage everyone to draw up a 
will, because that way the heirs to your possessions don’t have 
quite as much opportunity to bicker and fight over what’s theirs. 
Even when there is a will, family members often fight over the 
inheritance, but having a will helps to minimize that as much as 
possible. In fact, I also encourage you to leave something to 
the church in your will, as we want to honor the Lord with our 
finances both in life and in death. 
 
In our passage this morning, we read that there were two sons, 
and the promise of God that the older would serve the 
younger. But this was completely unheard of. Even though the 
Jewish law would come hundreds of years later, during the 
time of Moses, and it would say that the firstborn son would 
receive a double portion of the father’s estate, at this time, 
there was even more benefit of being the firstborn son. You 
see, in Abraham’s time and tradition, they didn’t have wills. It 
was already predetermined what would happen to your estate. 
The firstborn son pretty much received it all. They received the 
blessing. They became the heir to the estate. They received 
authority over the whole household, even over their siblings. 



 
And Esau was the firstborn. 
 
It’s interesting that from the verses we read in Malachi, we 
learned that Esau was hated by God, but from Genesis we 
learn that Esau was loved by his father. And not only that, but 
Esau was a hunter, and Isaac loved to eat whatever Esau 
brought home for dinner. 
 
Verse 29. 
 

Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from 
the field, and he was exhausted. And Esau said to Jacob, 
“Let me eat some of that red stew, for I am exhausted!” 
(Therefore his name was called Edom.) Jacob said, “Sell 
me your birthright now.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of 
what use is a birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me 
now.” So he swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob. 
Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate 
and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau 
despised his birthright. (Genesis 25:29-34) 

 
So Esau sold his birthright for a bowl of beans. Esau really 
should have seen it coming, though. After all, Jacob’s name 
literally means, “one who undermines.” And it’s clear from 
reading the story of Jacob that it takes him a long time to grow 
up. He stole the birthright, then he impersonated his brother in 



order to receive the blessing from their father, and he tricked 
his father-in-law out of a whole bunch of livestock. This is the 
kind of thing we see Jacob doing over and over and over 
again. He kind of reminds me of...me. 
 
The thing is, we often act like we deserve God’s love just by 
being who we are, but the truth is, we’ve all cheated, and lied 
to, and crucified the Son of God. 
 
Well, after Jacob stole the blessing from his brother Esau, 
Jacob became afraid that Esau would try to to kill him, so he 
ran away, fleeing from his brother, and when he finally met up 
with Esau years later, he was scared to death, so he came up 
with this elaborate plan to butter his brother up so that he might 
not receive his wrath. 
 
But then this happened. Genesis 33:4. 
 

But Esau ran to meet him and embraced him and fell on 
his neck and kissed him, and they wept. (Genesis 33:4) 

 
Esau forgave Jacob. Even though Jacob had tricked him, 
impersonated him, and even cheated him out of the blessing, 
Esau forgave him. Which kind of reminds me of how Jesus 
treats us. In fact, in the parable of the prodigal son, which 
really should be called the parable of two sons, Jesus said this 
as the younger son returned to his father. 



 
And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still 
a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, 
and ran and embraced him and kissed him. (Luke 15:20) 

 
He ran, embraced, and kissed his son, just like Esau did to 
Jacob. He forgave him, restoring him, even giving him the right 
to be an heir once again to his kingdom. The prodigal son did 
nothing to earn it. It was the father’s joy to give him the 
kingdom. And, in the same way, Jacob did nothing good to 
earn the birthright, and yet when they reunited, Esau loved him 
and accepted him as the heir. 
 
Paul wrote in Romans 8:29, 
 

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might 
be the firstborn among many brothers. (Romans 8:29) 

 
A lot of times, we can get so focused on the first part of this 
verse and miss the second part. The first part is about God’s 
foreknowledge and predestination, and that’s a great 
discussion, but don’t miss the second part in which we read 
that Jesus is the firstborn, and yet God conforms us to His 
image so that we become co-heirs with Christ. 
 



Jacob was Esau’s brother, and he became heir to all of what 
was due to Esau because he stole the birthright, which Esau 
freely gave him. In other words, Jacob was conformed to the 
image of Esau, his brother, which led him to being the heir of 
their father’s blessing. 
 
You see, what I’m saying is, in at least some ways, Esau is a 
picture of Jesus Christ. 
 
The birthright was Esau’s, but he handed it over to Jacob. And, 
in the same way, Jesus is the firstborn, the only Son of God, 
and yet He emptied Himself, so that we might become children 
of God. 
 
Now, I’m not saying that everything in our Scripture this 
morning is a one-to-one illustration of how Jesus gave His life 
for us. Esau is certainly not a perfect picture of Christ. Hebrews 
calls him immoral, unholy, and even rejected.  He was foolish. 1

And yet, Jesus was reckless in His love for us. And He was 
rejected, so that we would be fully accepted by God. 
 
So when Malachi says that God hated Esau, could it possibly 
be pointing not primarily to the son of Isaac, or to all of his 
descendants, as many say, but to Jesus, who took on Himself 
the wrath of God, so that while on the cross, He felt forsaken 
by His Father? I don’t know. 

1 Hebrews 12:16 



 
But I do know this: when it comes to Jesus and us, the older 
served the younger. The firstborn left His throne in order to 
give us the inheritance. And Jesus even became hated for our 
sake, so that we would be loved by the Father. 
 
So, you see, we become heirs to eternal life through the 
amazing love of One Man: Jesus Christ. It’s not through 
anything we do, because we’ve lied, cheated, and stolen, and 
yet from our many trespasses came the gift of God, resulting in 
life for all who believe. 
 
So, do you believe? 
 
--- 
 
It’s very likely that you’ve disagreed with portions of my sermon 
this morning. I’m not even sure I agree with all of it. But this 
much we do know: God is love, and even though God hates 
sin and even hates evil doers, which is all of us, God proves 
His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. Jesus took the penalty of our sins upon Himself, so that we 
would be reconciled to God. 


