
Genesis 6-9 
How God Makes All Things New 

 
Main idea: God destroys, and raises up. 
 
Father, we often feel like we’re living in the days of Noah, when the evil of all the world came up before 
You. So we eagerly await the return of Your Son, and we wonder, “How long, Lord?” We ask in Jesus’s 
name, Amen. 
 
Genesis 6:5-8 
 

The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the LORD regretted that he had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I 
have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the 
heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 
(Genesis 6:5-8) 

 
[Audio Clip of Bill Cosby’s “Noah: Me and You, Lord”] 

'Course Noah had a heck of a job really. He had to go out and collect all the animals in the 
world, by two's. Two mosquitoes, male or female, and, uh, he had to keep telling the rabbits: 
only two, only two, only two. So we find Noah pulling up the last two animals - two hippos - and 
he's really in a hurry to get em up because he’s afraid that the Lord’s gonna call him and ask 
him to do something else. And his nerves are shot. This is one heck of a job for a man 600 
years old. So we find him pulling up the two last hippos, and of course the Lord does call him 
there. 
 
Noah: Com'on fat hippos hurry up! Com'on will you please? 
God: Noah! 
Noah: What? What you want? 
God: Gotta take one of those hippos out and bring in another one. 
Noah: What for? 
God: 'Cause you got two males down there and you need to bring in a female. 
Noah: I'm not bringin' nothin' in! You change one of em' 
God: Com'on you know I don't work like that. 
Noah: Well I'm sick and tired of this, I've had enough of this stuff! I've been working all day, 
working on it for days and days! I'm sick and tired of this! 
God: Noah!  
Noah: Yeah? 
God: How long can you tread water? 
Noah: Yeah, well I got news for you. I'm sick and tired of this whole mess! The whole 
neighborhood’s out there laughing at me! They're all having a grand time! At good old old Noah 
there! I went out there at my best friend Larry. I've been talking to the Lord, Larry. Larry said, 
“Oh, really?” Yeah yeah/ Lord, Larry, Larry, Lord. You walked off laughing And I hear 'em all 
laughing at me. You know I'm the only guy in this neighbourhood with an Ark? People around 



here laughing, picket signs walking up and down. I'm sick and tired of this stuff here! People 
walking around here. “How you doing Tarzan? How's everything up there?” Sick and tired of this 
mess here! You supposed to know all and see all! You let me go out there and bring in a 
pregnant elephant. You give me no manual for delivery or nuthin'. Never told me the thing was 
pregnant. There's good old Naoh waitin' underneath the elephant there! Brrrrroooooooooom! 
Right on top! Sick and tired of this mess here! Had enough all this stuff! For you runnin' around, 
You supposed to know all and see all, like I said before You let me go out there and do all this 
stuff here! You never even looked in the bottom of that Ark! Have you looked down there? No? 
Who's gonna clean up that mess down there? That's me! I tell you I've had enough of this stuff!I 
tell you what I'm gonna do. I'm letting all these animals out. And I'm gonna burn down this Ark! 
And I'm going to Florida somewhere 'cause you haven't done nothin'! I'm sick and tired of all this 
mess...You foolin' around...and you haven't done nothing...and you got it rainin' It's not a shower 
is it? Ok Lord me and you right ‘cause I knew it all the time. 

 
Five years ago, that audio clip from Bill Cosby would have gotten far more laughter. America used to 
love Cosby. He was righteous and blameless. And, you know, Noah was described as righteous and 
blameless,  and yet not long after that, we find out that he developed a drinking problem.  1 2

 
And in 2014, Bill Cosby was accused of sexual misconduct, rape, sexual battery, and even child sexual 
abuse. He was America’s favorite dad, and then he quickly became despised. 
 
There are many things in history and in the world today of which we might say, “No good can come of 
this.”  Things like poverty, and sex trade, and war, in which there is so much death and loss for so 3

many. And we should even mention the tragedy of the death of just one, a young girl in our community. 
I think when we think about such things, we rightly ask the question: how can any of this, how can 
death be a part of God’s will?  4

 
Maybe you’ve wondered that. Why does God allow so much suffering and evil? And what is He going to 
do about it? 
 
It’s actually a question that David asked many times in the psalms. Psalm 6:3-5. 
 

My soul also is greatly troubled. But you, O LORD—how long? Turn, O LORD, deliver my life; 
save me for the sake of your steadfast love. For in death there is no remembrance of you; in 
Sheol who will give you praise? (Psalms 6:3-5) 

 
Psalm 13:1. 
 

How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? 
(Psalms 13:1) 

 

1 Genesis 6:9 
2 Genesis 9:20-21 
3 John 1:46 
4 Genesis 2:17, Romans 11:32 



Psalm 35:17. 
 

How long, O Lord, will you look on? Rescue me from their destruction, my precious life from the 
lions! (Psalms 35:17) 

 
In other words, God, how long will you allow all this sin and death in this world, and when will you do 
something about it? 
 
Well, we’re looking this year at the whole story of the Bible. The Bible tells one story from beginning to 
end. It’s the story of Jesus, who came to rescue sinners. And it actually begins telling that story way 
before Jesus was born, from the very opening chapters of Scripture.  5

 
We saw last week that Adam and Eve sinned,  and became b-b-b-bad to the bone. So we asked the 6

question, “Why would God place the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in midst of the garden, so 
that they could eat from it and sin?” I mean, sin brought death into the world. And death is horrible. It 
doesn’t just take those that we consider to be very bad, but even those that we consider to be very 
good. Death reigns over all, because all sin.  7

 
But we also saw last week that God gave Adam and Eve the promise of the One who would come who 
would rescue them from their sin.  8

 
But how does He do that? How does God rescue us? Because, I think we would all say from personal 
experience that God hasn’t simply taken away our desire to sin,  or has kept has from sinning.  Even 9 10

after coming to trust in God’s forgiveness, we continue to sin. And God hasn’t suddenly taken all evil 
out of the world, at least not yet.  So how exactly has God rescued us from sin, so that we’re right with 11

God, and everyone in the world is right with one another? 
 
At this point, we could talk about the various theories of the atonement. The word “atonement” originally 
meant exactly what you would expect if you break down the word: at-one-ment. When Jesus atones for 
our sin, He makes us “at one” with the Father, so that we can live in perfect harmony with God and one 
another. 
 
Many people and denominations have put forth various theories as to how the atonement works. Some 
of them are completely unbiblical, such as the Ransom to Satan Theory,  and the Mystical Theory.  12 13

5 Genesis 1:3, John 1:9, 14 
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12 Which says that by dying on the cross, Jesus purchased us from Satan, because we were in bondage 
to Satan. But the problem with this model is that Satan is in no position to demand payment for our sin. 
It’s God’s righteousness that we’ve offended, and even in our sinful state, we owe our lives not to 
Satan, but to God. 



The problem with many of the unbiblical theories is that they misdiagnose our problem. Our problem 
isn’t that we lack knowledge or we need to be bought back from Satan, it’s that we’ve all offended God 
with our sin,  and therefore we’re separate from God,  and deserve to be cast away from His 14 15

presence into hell for all eternity.  That’s our problem, and the atonement of Christ is God’s own 16

answer to our problem.  17

 
So there are several theories of the atonement that do seem to be biblical, or at least tell part of the 
truth about how Jesus’s death makes us one with the Father. 
 
One is called the Recapitulation Theory, in which it’s thought that Christ’s life, death, and resurrection 
undoes the effects of our sin.  Where Adam failed, Christ succeeded. While we earned death by our 18

disobedience, Christ earned us eternal life by His obedience, so that we are completely healed, and all 
of the effects of our sin have been dealt with.  19

 
Another is the Dramatic Theory. According to this model, all of the Bible and really all of history is like a 
drama between good and evil, and the death of Jesus on the cross ensures God’s victory over sin and 
Satan. Even though this model misses a lot, because it doesn’t talk much about faith and repentance, I 
think the idea that God is telling a story in which Christ is the Victor is right on.  20

 
But out of all the theories of the atonement, the one that we tell most often in the church is the Penal 
Substitutionary Theory, which basically says that Jesus took our place and died as our substitute.  And 21

that’s right. But there’s something missing even from this very biblical model. You see, Jesus didn’t die 
so that we won’t have to. He died so that we would gladly pick up our cross and follow Him.  22

 
Our Scripture this morning is an illustration of that. Some would say that the story of Noah is one of the 
most unbelievable stories in the Bible. I mean, really, all these animals came two by two to Noah and 
his family, so that he could put them all on a boat, and they alone would be saved from the worldwide 
flood? I mean, it’s even more unbelievable than Donald Trump becoming the president of the United 
States. I mean, I still can’t believe it! 
 
But as unbelievable as it may sound, there’s a much more unbelievable truth that the true story of Noah 
illustrates. You see, the New Testament talks about the flood waters the same way that it talks about 
the baptismal waters. 1 Peter 3:20-21. 

13 In which it’s thought that we all have a divine consciousness, and this knowledge of the Holy Spirit 
inside of you allows you to triumph over your sinful nature. There are actually a lot of problems with this 
theory, but the most obvious one is that the Bible is clear that the Holy Spirit doesn’t come to live inside 
you until trust in Christ, and our problem isn’t a lack of knowledge, but that we’re spiritually dead in our 
sins. 
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15 Isaiah 59:2 
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21 1 Peter 3:18 
22 Matthew 26:24-26 



 
While the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely 
through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from 
the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience. (1 Peter 3:20b-21a) 

 
In other words, just as we say that baptism symbolizes our death and resurrection, the flood symbolized 
Noah’s death and resurrection. So in a very biblical sense, Noah and his family died and rose again. 
 
It’s this truth, death and resurrection, that is far more unbelievable than animals coming two-by-two. 
And it’s a pattern that we see over and over in Scripture. In order for something to truly live, first, it must 
truly die.  23

 
Most of the time we talk about Noah and the flood, we talk about God’s wrath and how God destroyed 
the world because of sin. But that’s only part of the story. The conclusion of the story isn’t about 
destruction, but God’s promise of new life. 
 
Here’s the promise: Genesis 6:17-18 
 

For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath 
of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. But I will establish my covenant 
with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with 
you. (Genesis 6:17-18) 

 
That’s interesting. Everything shall die, but you shall come into the ark. 
 
And we see this fulfilled in the next chapter. Genesis 7:6-7. 
 

Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came upon the earth. And Noah and 
his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him went into the ark to escape the waters of the 
flood. (Genesis 7:6-7) 

 
They went into the ark to escape the waters. But did they escape the waters? Well, they didn’t die, not 
literally, but think about it. They were on a boat while it rained heavy for 40 days, and the water swelled 
and completely covered the earth for 150 days. So even though they didn’t perish because they were 
on the ark, they were literally surrounded by the waters! Plunged into the waters! They were buried with 
Christ in His death, so that they would be raised to walk a new life in Him.  24

 
You see, God’s destruction is all-encompassing. No one and nothing can escape His judgment. Verse 
22. 
 

Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life died. He blotted out every 
living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds 

23 John 11:25 
24 Romans 6:4 



of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were 
with him in the ark. And the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days. (Genesis 7:22-24) 

 
And at this point, everything looked pretty bleak, even for Noah and his family, because yeah, they 
were saved from the destruction of the floods, but now they were in a boat, and the whole world and 
everything in it was destroyed, and they witnessed first hand the wrath that God pours out on sin.  25

 
Think about it, for 150 days, 5 months straight, they were all continually reminded of the fact that God 
destroys evil doers.  And even then, they couldn’t yet get off of the ark, because they had to wait more 26

than 200 more days until the waters receded.  So for a full year on the ark, they were reminded that 27

God destroys evil. God destroys even the ground that sinners walk on.  28

 
So I don’t know about you, but if I was on that boat, I’d be thinking, “What about my sin? I mean, I know 
I was saved from the initial downpour, but I’m not deserving of God’s grace either! What if God just 
leaves us on this boat forever, and we die of starvation, or God lets one of the bears get out its cage 
and it mauls me to death?”  29

 
And today, in the midst of our evil world, and remembering our own sin, we could ask the question, 
“Who then can be saved?”  30

 
We read this in Micah 7:18 
 

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression for the remnant of his 
inheritance? He does not retain his anger forever, because he delights in steadfast love. (Micah 
7:18) 

 
So we read this in Genesis 8:14-19. 
 

In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth had dried out. Then 
God said to Noah, “Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives 
with you. Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful 
and multiply on the earth.” So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with 
him. Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went 
out by families from the ark. (Genesis 8:14-19) 

 
I love the old cliche: “This too shall pass.” When you’re in the midst of a storm, and you don’t know 
what good could possibly come from it, remind yourself, “This too shall pass.” And I don’t mean it 

25 Romans 1:18 
26 Psalm 37:38 
27 You have to add up the days and months mentioned in Genesis 8. 
28 Genesis 3:17-19, Romans 8:19-23, Revelation 21:1 
29 2 Kings 2:23-25 
30 Luke 18:26-27 



merely in the sense that life goes on, but rather that God is faithful,  and He will show Himself to be 31

faithful in the end.  32

 
So, the conclusion of our story. Genesis 9, starting in verse 8. 
 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “Behold, I establish my covenant with you and 
your offspring after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, 
and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of 
the earth. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 
waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” And God said, 
“This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that 
is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in 
the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature 
of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow 
is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every 
living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the 
covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” (Genesis 
9:8-17) 

 
Remember, at the very beginning of the story of Noah, God promised that He would make a covenant 
with Noah and his family.  And now, after the flood, God did. But we also find that the covenant wasn’t 33

just with Noah and his immediate family, but all of his descendents: all future generations. That’s all of 
us. And the covenant isn’t just about never destroying the world again with a flood, although that’s part 
of it, but even more so, it’s about how God will destroy the world again. 
 
You see, this would not be the last time God destroyed all the world. God promised that He would 
never again destroy the world with a flood. With water. And yet God put a bow in the air, pointing to 
heaven. And to Noah and his family, which at this point was every single person on the face of the 
earth, a bow was a weapon, and it was pointing up. The next time, God would take the judgment of the 
world upon Himself. And He would come again to make all things new by His power, through fire,  34

because God is a consuming fire.  35

 
And Jesus did take the wrath of God upon Himself. And the wrath of God was satisfied.  36

 
We often think that if we just rest in God’s promises, we won’t have to endure any storms. But Noah 
believed God’s promise, and still had to endure the storm. In fact, he was saved through the storm. He 
was saved, even while God poured out His wrath. And yet, because they entered the ark, it was like 
they surrendered themselves to death. They believed. 
 

31 Lamentations 3:22-23 
32 1 Thessalonians 5:24 
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35 Hebrews 12:29 
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We’re also saved through the pouring out of God’s wrath. Jesus took the wrath of God upon Himself, 
which brings salvation to us, and we’re called to take up cross, and follow Him. 
 
Why would God let Ayden die? Why would God let millions die, whether in a flood, or in an act of 
terrorism, or even just from natural causes? Why is there so much death? 
 
So that we would long for true, eternal life. 
 
Can you imagine being Noah and his family taking their first step out of the ark? Everything was new. 
The air smelled fresher. The grass looked greener. They received everything with thanksgiving. And it 
must have seemed like everything was paradise. 
 
That’s what it’s like to be born again. It’s the refreshing reassurance that God loves you, and you’re 
forgiven, and through the power of the Holy Spirit in you, you have new life. 
 
So believe the gospel, and live. 


