
Genesis 1-2 
In the Beginning, God 

 
Main idea: God is beautiful, and He makes beautiful things. 
 
[Nick & Sarah play “Beautiful Things”] 

All this pain 
I wonder if I'll ever find my way 
I wonder if my life could really change, at all 
 
All this earth 
Could all that is lost ever be found? 
Could a garden come out from this ground, at all? 
 
You make beautiful things 
You make beautiful things out of the dust 
You make beautiful things 
You make beautiful things out of us 
 
All around, 
Hope is springing up from this old ground 
Out of chaos life is being found, in you 
 
You make me new, 
You are making me new 
You make me new, 
You are making me new 

 
Genesis 1:1 
 

In the beginning, God… (Genesis 1:1a) 
 
God, I don’t admit it in public very often, because I’m a pastor, and I’m supposed to know things, but I 
can’t hide anything from You, so I admit to You that You’re often a bit of a mystery to me. And it seems 
like the more I learn about You and what You’ve done, the more I see that need to come to know You 
more. So I certainly don’t feel qualified to preach to others about who You are and what You’ve done, 
when You’re far beyond my ability to comprehend. So would You please reveal Yourself to us this 
morning? I ask it in Jesus’s name, Amen. 
 
The first few words of the Bible are abundantly clear. “In the beginning, God,” which means, of course, 
that God existed before the beginning.  In order for God to do something in the beginning, God had to 1

1 Psalm 90:2 



have existed before that beginning.  In other words, when God created the universe, God not only 2

created space, but He also created time,  and God actually exists outside of the time that He created.  3 4

 
It’s like this. Last week I showed you a picture of a desk that I was working on. 
 
[Picture of desk] 

 
 
Well, I finished that desk, and I also put together a small shelf to go between the filing cabinets to give it 
a more complete look. 
 
[Picture of shelf] 

 
 
Now, I made that shelf, but that doesn’t mean that I have to live on that shelf. The shelf did not exist 
before I made it, and now that it’s made, I can put things on it, but I myself still exist outside of that 
shelf, and my life is not limited to that shelf. Of course, if I could make myself small enough, I could live 
on that shelf if I wanted to, after all, it is my shelf. 
 
In the same way, God created time and space, yet He Himself exists outside of space and time, and He 
is not limited by space and time as we know it. 
 
In theological terms, I’m saying that God is transcendent and eternal. He’s beyond our comprehension,  5

and He has no beginning, and He has no end.  Maybe you’ve heard people ask before, “If God created 6

everything, then who created God?” And the answer, of course, is that no one created God, because 
God is eternal and therefore had no beginning, and that that’s self-evident. 
 

2 Job 36:26 
3 Isaiah 40:28 
4 Exodus 3:14, Psalm 90:4, Isaiah 43:10 
5 Romans 11:34 
6 Revelation 22:13 



You see, the Bible does not attempt to prove God’s existence. From the very beginning, the Bible 
simply acknowledges the transcendence and existence of God. Because, you see, the existence of 
God doesn’t need to be defended. We all already know that God exists. 
 
Paul wrote it this way in Romans 1:20. 
 

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his 
invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, 
ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. (Romans 1:19-20a) 

 
So ever since the beginning of the world, it’s been clear to everyone that God is eternal, all-powerful, 
and is Himself God. 
 
And even before God created us, God’s goodness, His beauty, was shown through His relationship 
with Himself.  As we’ll see as we read through Genesis 1, God talks to Himself a bit and says, “Let us 7

make man in our own image.” Some people think that’s because God is talking like a king, using royal 
“we shall do this” language, and maybe there’s some truth to that, but I think it’s clear from Scripture 
that God is in reality simply talking to Himself, not because He’s schizophrenic, but because He truly is 
three in one.  8

 
The Bible makes clear that there is only one God, but He exists as three persons. He is God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  It’s kind of like how I’m a husband, father, and a pastor. I’m all 9

three at the same time, but there aren't three of me, are there? I’m one person. It’s similar with God. 
God is three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and all three are one God, and since all three are 
God, all three are absolutely good.  10

 
Now here’s the crazy part. God was able to show His goodness to Himself even before He made 
anyone or anything else. God the Father showed perfect love to God the Son and vice versa.  And 11

God the Holy Spirit has always loved and served God the Father and God the Son perfectly.  So even 12

before anything else existed, God displayed His goodness to Himself. And since the creation of the 
world, God’s eternal power and divine nature have been clearly seen. 
 
So if that’s been clear since the beginning, let’s see what God did in the beginning. Genesis chapter 1. 
 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, 
and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face 
of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God 
said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 

7 Psalm 107:1 
8 2 Corinthians 13:14 
9 Luke 1:35, Matthew 3:16-17, Matthew 28:19 
10 Psalm 119:68 
11 John 17:5 
12 John 14:26, 15:26 



waters.” And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse 
from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. And God called the expanse 
Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. And God said, “Let the 
waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” 
And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he 
called Seas. And God saw that it was good. And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, 
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its 
kind, on the earth.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 
according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its 
kind. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third 
day. And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from 
the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, and let them be 
lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. And God made 
the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and 
the stars. And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule 
over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that 
it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. And God said, “Let 
the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
expanse of the heavens.” So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that 
moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according 
to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day. And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living 
creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth 
according to their kinds.” And it was so. And God made the beasts of the earth according to 
their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground 
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” And God 
said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth 
and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has 
the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. And God saw 
everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the sixth day. (Genesis 1:1-31) 

 
Chapter 2. 
 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day 
God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that 



he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from 
all his work that he had done in creation. (Genesis 2:1-3) 

 
Although there are several distinct views, there are basically two ways Christians approach the first 
chapter of the Bible. There are those who look at it as straightforward literal history, which is what we 
Baptists usually do, and there are those who look at it as figurative of how God really did create 
everything, but not in six literal 24 hour days as we understand them. Those who see it as literal history 
rightly point out how this passage has several indicators of these things being actual historical events, 
such as the references to time: morning and evening, and a progression of days. And those who 
interpret the passage figuratively point out the repetitiveness of the passage, which is a common 
indicator of Hebrew poetry, much like how many of the psalms are composed using chiastic parallelism, 
in which the second three days in a sense reflect the first three days of creation. 
 
Those who interpret Genesis 1 literally point to other crowd and call them liberals who don’t really 
believe the Bible, and those who interpret Genesis 1 figuratively point to the first crowd and call them 
anti-science fundamentalists who are stuck in the dark ages. 
 
Now, I have no doubt that most of you here this morning have already made up your mind about how 
we should approach Genesis 1. Some of you did so after years of study, studying the Scriptures, 
studying the earth and the rest of God’s creation, and that’s awesome. Keep doing that. But some of 
you have decided which approach is the correct one simply because that’s what you’ve always 
believed, and that’s what you were taught, because that’s what your parents believed, and that’s what 
they were taught. To you, I say this: test everything, and hold onto the good.  Don’t believe something 13

just because your parents believed it, or even because your favorite pastor believed it, study the 
Scriptures for yourself,  and allow God’s word itself to convict you regarding its truth and beauty.  14 15

 
Well no matter what you believe about Genesis 1, or how you came to believe it, allow me to suggest to 
you this morning we can learn something from both of these approaches. And this is what I challenge 
you to learn this morning about the first chapter of Scripture: 
 

It’s history, and it’s a poem. It’s true, and it’s a song. 
 
You see, God’s plan isn’t merely that we know facts, but that we learn to sing the song.  We tend to 16

like everything in neat, defined boxes, but maybe you can’t put God in a box. He’s beautiful beyond 
description,  and He makes beautiful things. 17

 
Now, when I say that the opening chapter of the Bible is poetry, I’m not at all implying that we can 
interpret it however we want, as we often do with poetry. No, we actually read a lot of Hebrew poetry in 
the Old Testament and much of it isn’t flowery symbolic language at all, but extremely historical and 
literal in its interpretation.  18

13 1 Thessalonians 5:21 
14 2 Timothy 2:15 
15 Hebrews 4:12 
16 Isaiah 29:13 
17 Psalm 27:4, Isaiah 4:2 
18 Such as Exodus 15:1-19 



 
In fact, many Jews see Genesis 1 not only as the history of the world, but as their own history, and as 
the history of all time and space. So while many want to divide Christians into those who believe in a 
literal versus those who believe in a figurative understanding of the first chapter of Scripture, maybe it's 
not nearly that simple. Maybe God's thoughts really are higher than our thoughts.  19

 
Jesus even makes it clear that the opening chapters of the Bible are not merely symbolic, but historical 
truth.  So do the Psalms.  20 21

 
I think one of the reasons it was written in poetic form is that it was a song passed down through the 
generations. You see, Genesis was written by Moses,  and Moses had never met Adam, or Eve, or 22

any of the people in the book of Genesis for that matter. So how was he to know what happened all 
those years earlier? Well, we could rightly talk about God’s hand in all of it, so that Moses, and Paul, 
and all of the other writers of the Bible wrote exactly what God inspired them to write,  but we should 23

also acknowledge the obvious: that Adam, and Eve, and Noah, and Abraham, and many others 
ancestors of Moses passed down the stories and songs about the history of the world so that when 
Moses heard them, He wrote them down under the inspiration of God.  24

 
A few years back, when Abby and I memorized a few passages of Scripture, she would always make a 
song out of them, which made them a ton easier to memorize. And it’s amazing how easy it is to 
memorize a song. I still remember some of the stupidest things from when I was a kid simply because I 
heard them as songs. Do you remember that old song about Michael Finnegan? 
 

There was an old man named Michael Finnegan 
He grew fat and then grew thin again 
Then he died and had to begin again 
Poor old Michael Finnegan 

 
What a stupid song! But I still remember it, because it was kind of catchy. 
 
So I think that there was there was an oral transmission prior to Moses which passed down all the 
stories and songs from creation to Egypt, so that Moses could record them accurately in the book of 
Genesis. 
 
But this also brings up another interesting question. Who was there to witness the events of Genesis 
chapter 1 so that those events could be passed down? Adam and Eve weren’t created yet,  so they 25

couldn’t write down what they saw prior to them entering the world. 
 

19 Isaiah 55:8-9 
20 Matthew 19:4-6 
21 Psalm 33:6-9 
22 Mark 12:26 
23 2 Timothy 3:16 
24 2 Thessalonians 2:15 
25 Not until Day 6, that is. Genesis 1:26-31 



In other words, as God said to Job, who was there when the foundations of the earth were laid? Who 
determined the earth’s measurements, who laid its cornerstone, and who set up the boundaries for the 
seas and oceans? Were you there?  26

 
No, God alone was there. In the beginning, God. So I encourage us not to speak arrogantly as if we 
know every minute detail about how God created all things. Because while God told us what happened 
on each day, He didn’t tell us what happened in each hour, and, as with all of life, we simply need to 
learn to trust Him to tell us what we need to know in order to trust Him more.  27

 
Now, I’m not saying that we can’t know certain things about creation. We can absolutely know exactly 
what God tells us. I believe we can know exactly what God told Adam as they walked through the 
garden together, and I think God shared the story of creation with him through a song. 
 
And in that song, the opening chapter of Scripture, we see that God made all things. And He made 
them all good. 
 
The Hebrew word used is טוב (tob), which not only means “good,” but also “precious” and “beautiful.” 
So when God made all things, He made them beautiful. 
 
Because God is good and beautiful, everything God made was good and beautiful. He made the 
heavens and the earth. He made the whole universe. He made all the stars, all the planets, and even 
all the dwarf planets that aren’t quite big enough to be called full planets. I still feel a little sorry for 
Pluto, poor little guy. 
 
God made black holes. We still don’t even know exactly what a black hole is, but God made them, and 
God knows exactly what they are and what purpose they serve. 
 
And, God made everything on the earth. He made oceans, and mountains, and trees, and fish, and 
animals, and birds. And after each day He created stuff, God looked at everything He made and saw 
that it was good. Beautiful. 
 
You ever do something, or make something, and then after you’re done just look at it and have a 
feeling of accomplishment? You might even say to yourself, “This is good. I did a good job.” A lot of 
times, one my kids will color a picture or write a story, and when they’re done, they’ll want to show me 
what they did, because they’re so proud of their work, because it was good. That’s what God did in the 
beginning. He created everything, and He saw that everything He created was good. 
 
But God also saved the very best for last. After God created everything else, God also made people, a 
man and a woman, Adam and Eve, and after God made people, it says that God saw that it was very 
good, טוב מאד (tob meod), “exceedingly beautiful.” 
 
This is the only time God that saw that it was very good. After God made the heavens and the earth, He 
saw that it was good. After God made the oceans, and the sun, and the stars, He saw that it was good. 

26 Job 38:4-11 
27 Proverbs 3:5-6 



After God made the birds and the fish, He saw that it was good. But when God made people, He saw 
that it was very good. Why? Because you are made in the image of God. Nothing else that God made 
was made in His image. 
 
It’s kind of like looking in a mirror. When you look in a mirror, you see the image of a lot of things. Right 
now, I see the image of a door, the image of a computer, and the image of pews. But I also see this 
thing in the middle. What is that the image of? It’s the image of me. Is this me? No, this is not me, but it 
is the image of me, because it looks like me. In the same way, God created us in His image. We are not 
God, but we do look like Him, not physically, because God is Spirit and doesn’t have a body.  He’s 28

invisible.  But God created us to look like Him in the ways that we think and act. 29

 
That means that you were created to have the ability to love.  You were created to have the ability to 30

do good things.  And just like God is Spirit and the Holy Spirit is God, being made in the image of God 31

means that you have a spirit: your soul. God breathed a soul into your body so that you can relate to 
Him, and know Him.  Because God created us in His image, we were made to have a personal 32

relationship with the God who made us. 
 
So every time you do good, or show love to someone, or even just pray (talking to God), you show that 
you were made in the image of God, and you reflect God in this world. In fact, when Adam and Eve 
were first created by God, that’s all they did. They only did good things. They loved all the time. They 
never did anything wrong, whether on purpose or by accident. They always perfectly loved God and 
rested in God’s love for them. 
 
Unfortunately, it didn’t stay that way forever. Up to this point in my sermon, I haven’t once even 
mentioned sin, and that was intentional, because in the first two chapters of Bible, there is no sin. But 
as we’re going to see next week in more detail, Adam and Eve would sin,  and the image of God in us 33

would be distorted because of sin. And we can’t just blame Adam and Eve. We’ve all strayed from how 
God created us.  God created you to always do good all of the time. Do you do that? Or do you 34

sometimes lie in order to avoid getting in trouble? Do you sometimes cheat in order to win? Do you 
sometimes hide your sin in darkness, because you’re afraid of what might happen when you step into 
the light? 
 
When we do these kinds of things, we aren’t reflecting God, and we aren’t showing that God made us 
very good. And because God is absolutely good, our relationship with Him is broken. But God had a 
plan even from the very beginning to bring us back to Himself,  and make us very good, and it’s all 35

through faith in His Son, Jesus.  36

 

28 John 4:24 
29 Colossians 1:15 
30 John 13:35 
31 Ephesians 2:10 
32 Genesis 2:7 
33 Genesis 3 
34 Romans 5:12 
35 Genesis 3:15 
36 Acts 16:31 



You see, even though God is not limited by space and time, since He created it, at a moment in time, 
He made Himself small enough to enter space and time,  so that He could make all things beautiful in 37

Him. 
 
So rest in Him, and He will make you new.  38

37 Philippians 2:7-8 
38 2 Corinthians 5:17, Revelation 21:5 


