
Psalm 19 
One Epic Story 

 
Main idea: The Bible tells one story, about one Person, and the heavens are singing about how great 
that Person is. 
 
The heavens are singing about how great God is, and the skies are shouting it out.  1

 
That’s the first line from this book, The Jesus Storybook Bible. It’s not exactly a Bible, but rather a 
selection of stories from the Bible which tell the story of the Bible in a beautiful way. For the next year, 
I’m going to be using this book as a sort of guide as I preach through the story of the Bible in a year. Of 
course, I can’t preach on every passage in the Bible in 52 sermons, so I’m using this book to help me 
select which passages to preach from, deviating from it only occasionally to look at a few stories this 
book doesn’t include. 
 
My sermon today is a sort of introduction to the story of the Bible. 
 
The Bible contains a lot of stories, but what is the main story of the Bible? Is the Bible mainly about you, 
or about God? Is it about what we must do, or about what God has done? 
 
It seems like most people think the Bible is just a collection of a few nice little stories, giving us a few 
nice little rules so that we would be nice to each other. But if you’ve ever read the Bible for yourself, you 
know that the Bible contains a lot of stories that we can’t really classify as nice little stories.  And you 2

know that not only are we generally not nice to each other, we’re incapable of being of perfect by our 
own strength.  We sin against man and against God.  3 4

 
So God has woven a much more important message into the Bible and into all of history so that we can 
be saved from the ultimate consequence of sin.  The gospel is woven throughout the whole Bible, that 5

although we sin, God sent His Son to save us from our sin.  6

 
And every story whispers His name. 
 
You see, the Bible tells us one epic story, from beginning to end, and we’re invited to be a part of that 
story.  7

 
Psalm 19 
 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above 
proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 

1 Psalm 19:1 
2 2 Kings 2.23-25, for example. 
3 Romans 3:23 
4 Psalm 51:4, 1 Samuel 2:25 
5 John 5:39 
6 John 3:16 
7 Revelation 3:20 



There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. Their voice goes out through 
all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them he has set a tent for the sun, which 
comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its course with 
joy. Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, and there is 
nothing hidden from its heat. The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of 
the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the 
heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the LORD is 
clean, enduring forever; the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. More to be 
desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the 
honeycomb. Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 
Who can discern his errors? Declare me innocent from hidden faults. Keep back your servant 
also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me! Then I shall be blameless, 
and innocent of great transgression. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. (Psalms 19:1-14) 

 
Father, I pray that we would join with the heavens in declaring Your glory. Change us by Your grace, so 
that we would learn to sing. In Jesus’s name, Amen. 
 
[Video clip from Beauty and the Beast] 

Tale as old as time 
True as it can be 
Barely even friends 
Then somebody bends 
Unexpectedly 
 
Tale as old as time 
Tune as old as song 
Bitter-sweet and strange 
Finding you can change 
Learning you were wrong 
 
Tale as old as time 
Song as old as rhyme 
Beauty and the Beast 

 
In “The Beauty and the Beast,” the Beast is tormented day and night in his castle prison because of his 
sin. But then unexpectedly the Beauty comes into his life. He learns that he was wrong, and finds that 
he can change. She rescues him, so that he, too, is made beautiful. 
 
Is that the tale as old as time? Or does that tale simply remind us of a much older tale, a song older 
than rhyme, in which another Beauty saves another beast? 
 
Psalm 19:1. David wrote this to the choirmaster. In other words, it’s a song. 
 



The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. (Psalms 
19:1) 

 
All of creation, since the very beginning, has been singing about how good and glorious God is. All 
you’ve got to do is look up to the sky, or around at the earth, and you’re confronted with the vastness of 
God’s eternal power and divine nature.  Because no matter how many explanations science comes up 8

with as to how the earth and the universe came into being, none of them can explain why there is 
something rather than nothing, and the only explanation that makes any sense at all is that God made 
all things.  9

 
I’ve been working on a new desktop for our desk for awhile now. 
 
[Picture of old desk] 

 
 
When we moved into our new house about a year ago, I hacked together a small desk out of old hollow 
closet doors and a couple kitchen cabinets. But those doors are getting torn up, so I wanted to make 
something that’s going to last. So I bought some wood, screwed it together, filled holes and cracks with 
wood filler, sanded it down, stained it, and put a coat of polyurethane on top to make it shine, and it’s 
almost done. 
 
[Picture of new desk] 

 
 
And I’m really proud of it, because I don’t do things like this too often. From a human perspective, I can 
say, “I made that.” 
 
But I didn’t make the tree. And even if I was the one who planted it, I didn’t make the seeds. Joyce 
Kilmer wrote this: 
 

8 Romans 1:20 
9 Genesis 1:1 



Poems are made by fools like me,  
But only God can make a tree. 

 
Everything in the sky above and on the earth below declares the glory of God, how it’s all the work of 
His hands, and yet we so often boast in what we’ve done.  In what we’ve made with our hands.  10 11

 
David goes on. Verse 2. 
 

Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. There is no speech, nor are 
there words, whose voice is not heard. Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world. In them he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a 
bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. Its rising is 
from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, and there is nothing hidden from 
its heat. (Psalms 19:2-6) 

 
Once again, David is pointing out the song that’s being sung by all of the heavens and earth, which is 
constantly declaring how great God is. Every day, every night, everything all around us is pointing us to 
God, and yet so often we ignore them all.  David points out in verses 4 and 5 that even the sun is 12

commanded by God to rise each morning and follow its course, and it does so with joy. 
 
And then we wonder why we’re often so unhappy. Could it be that we go our own way, not singing the 
song that all of creation has been singing joyfully since the beginning of time? Could it be that instead 
of following the course that will lead to our greatest joy, we’ve charted our own course that leaves us 
empty? 
 
Proverbs 14:12 says this: 
 

There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death. (Proverbs 14:12) 
 
So we go our own way, which leads to death, instead of joining the song of the heavens, which leads to 
joy. So how do we learn to sing that song? I’m glad you asked. Verse 7. 
 

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making 
wise the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of 
the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the 
rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, 
even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by 
them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. (Psalms 19:7-11) 

 
Quite simply, we join the song by paying attention to God’s word. 
 

10 Jeremiah 9:23-24 
11 Psalm 115:4-8 
12 Romans 1:21, 28 



But there’s a problem with that. It’s not a problem with God’s word, but a problem with us. We can’t 
possibly obey God’s word perfectly. David admits as much starting in verse 12. 
 

Who can discern his errors? Declare me innocent from hidden faults. Keep back your servant 
also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me! Then I shall be blameless, 
and innocent of great transgression. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. (Psalms 19:12-14) 

 
David prays that he would be declared innocent from hidden faults. And he prays that he would be kept 
from presumptuous sins. But even if God were to do that going forward, David was still not blameless 
and innocent, because he had already sinned. And the reality was that he would sin again.  13

 
Solomon, the most wise mortal to have ever lived, wrote this: 
 

I said in my heart, God will judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every 
matter and for every work. I said in my heart with regard to the children of man that God is 
testing them that they may see that they themselves are but beasts. (Ecclesiastes 3:17-18) 

 
So even though we strive to be righteous, we are in fact wicked, and but beasts. We are beasts. So 
who is the Beauty who will save us from being tormented day and night in prison because of our sin? 
 
David ends his psalm by appealing to another: to his rock and redeemer. But if David thought himself 
blameless, he would not need a redeemer. But David knew he was not blameless, and could not make 
himself blameless, so he looked to the Lord. 
 
In another song, David wrote this: 
 

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the 
LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. 
(Psalm 27:4) 

 
So if life were a Disney movie, we are the Beast, and Jesus is the Beauty. You see, in our psalm this 
morning, when David described the law of the Lord as perfect, sure, right, and so on, he was really 
describing Jesus. 
 
Jesus said this in John 5:39. 
 

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they 
that bear witness about me. (John 5:39) 

 

13 2 Samuel 11 



So while it’s true that the Bible is the word of God, giving us instructions as to how we might serve God,
 the bigger picture is that the Bible tells one epic story, about one Person, who is the Word of God,  14 15

and the heavens are singing about how great that Person is. 
 
Pastor Tim Keller said it this way. 
 
[Video of Tim Keller: What is the Bible really about?] 

What is the Bible really about? Is the Bible basically about me and what I must do, or is it 
basically about Jesus and what He has done? When you read in Luke and Acts how Jesus, in 
those 40 days, got His disciples together 40 days before He ascended, after He was raised, 
what was He doing? Basically, He was saying “Everything in the Old Testament is about me.” 
He says, “The reason you didn’t understand what I was about was you didn’t realize that 
everything in the Prophets and the Psalms and the Law was pointing to me.” 
 
Do you believe the Bible is basically about you, or basically about Him? Is David and Goliath 
basically about you, and how you can be like David and Goliath, or basically about Him, the one 
who really took on the only giants that can really kill us? And so His victory is imputed to us. 
Who is it really about? That’s the fundamental question. And when that happens, then you start 
to read the Bible anew. 
 
Jesus is the true and better Adam, who passed the test in the garden…His garden, a much 
tougher garden, and whose obedience is imputed to us. 
 
Jesus is the true and better Abel who, though innocently slain, has blood that cries out, not for 
our condemnation, but for our acquittal. 
 
Jesus is the true and better Abraham, who answered the call of God to leave all of the 
comfortable and familiar and go into the void, not knowing whither He went. 
 
Jesus is the true and better Isaac, who was not just offered up by His father on the mount, but 
was truly sacrificed for us all while God said to Abraham, “Now I know you love me, because 
you did not withhold your son, your only son, whom you love, from me.” Now we, at the foot of 
the cross, can say to God, “Now we know that you love me, because you did not withhold your 
Son, your only Son, whom you love, from me.” 
 
Jesus is the true and better Jacob, who wrestled and took the blow of justice we deserve so we, 
like Jacob, only receive the wound of grace that wakes us up in discipline. 
 
Jesus is the true and better Joseph, who was at the right hand of the King, and forgives those 
who betrayed and sold Him, and uses His power to save them. 
 
Jesus is the true and better Moses, who stands in the gap between the people and the Lord, 
and mediates a New Covenant. 

14 Romans 15:4 
15 John 1:14 



 
Jesus is the true and better rock of Moses who, struck with the rod of God’s justice, now gives 
us water in the desert. 
 
Jesus is the true and better Job. He is the truly innocent sufferer, who then intercedes for and 
saves His friends. 
 
Jesus is the true and better David, whose victory becomes His peoples’ victory though they 
never lifted a stone to accomplish it themselves. 
 
Jesus is the true and better Esther, who didn’t just risk losing an earthly palace but lost the 
ultimate heavenly one, who didn’t just risk His life but gave His life, who didn’t just say, “If I 
perish, I perish,” but says, “When I perish, I’ll perish for them, to save my people”. 
 
Jesus is the true and better Jonah, who was cast out into the storm so we could be brought in. 
 
He’s the real Passover Lamb. He’s the true Temple, the true Prophet, the true Priest, the true 
King, the true Sacrifice, the true Lamb, the true Light, the true Bread. 
 
The Bible is not about you. It’s primarily about Jesus. 

 
You see, every story whispers His name. It’s a tale as old as time. Jesus is the Beautiful One who 
transforms us by His grace, by forgiving us of our sin, through His body broken and His blood shed.  16

 
And when we see that, we join in the song that the heavens and earth have been singing since 
creation. Psalm 118:14. 
 

The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. (Psalms 118:14) 
 
God wants to transform you so that you see Jesus as your strength and song because He is your 
salvation. 
 
The heavens are singing about how great God is, and the skies are shouting it out. 
 
But the question the Bible asks over and over is whether you will shout it out as well? The Bible was 
written so that we might know God, and be saved from our sin by trusting in Jesus. So don’t treat this 
book as if it’s just a nice little collection of a few nice little stories, giving us a few nice little rules so that 
we would be nice to each other. No, this book contains the message to completely change your life by 
giving you the hope that you so desperately need: the message of God’s love for you, poured out into 
your heart. 
 
The Bible is a love story, calling you to love the Lord your God, because He first loved you.  17

 

16 Romans 5:3-5 
17 1 John 4:19 



So, beast, put your trust in Jesus, and be transformed. 


