
Matthew 2:10-11 
They Gave Him Gifts 

 
Main idea: Why should we offer our bodies to God as living sacrifices? What has God ever done for 
us? 
 
Back in 2009, a church with a homeless shelter in Seattle needed a new stove for Christmas, but they 
didn’t have the money to purchase one. But when a man who had placed an ad hoping to sell his stove 
heard about their need, he agreed to donate it to them instead of trying to find a buyer. He even helped 
the women at the shelter get rid of their old, broken stove and install the new one. 
 
Well, not long later, the women realized that the donor was out of work. His construction company had 
gone out of business, and he was selling his stove in order to get a little income in the meantime. You 
see, the man could have focused on what he didn’t have, but instead he saw that he had a stove that 
he could meet a need. And so he focused on what he could give. 
 
As we approach Christmas, I want you to consider God’s gift to you,  and also, what He may be calling 1

you to give to Him.  Maybe you don’t feel like you have much that you can give, but I hope this morning 2

to show you that you have far more than you think.  3

 
Matthew 2:1 
 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the east came to Jerusalem. (Matthew 2:1) 

 
Now skip down to verse 10. 
 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. (Matthew 2:10-11) 

 
What do you give to the person who has everything? 

 
I asked that question in the bulletin and online last week, and you gave a lot of good answers. 
 
[Betty Coffey’s response] 

 
 

1 Matthew 7:11, John 3:16, 2 Corinthians 9:15 
2 Psalm 63:3-4, Psalm 116:12-13, Matthew 25:40 
3 Psalm 34:6, James 2:5 



Betty Coffey, the previous pastor of South Fork United Methodist, wrote, “A gift to their favorite non 
profit organization in their honor.” 
 
[Alison Howell’s response] 

 
 

Alison Howell, who was a member of the mission team when Anna and me went to Haiti, wrote, “You 
can feed the kids at the school in Bigarade, Haiti in their honor.” 
 
[Nancy Hill’s response] 

 
 

And I’m not going to name names, but you can see her name on the screen, she wrote, you give them 
“something you want so they can regift it back to you!” So: 
 

What do you give to the person who has everything? 
 
Well, actually, when I asked this question, I really had this question in mind. 
 

What do you give to the Person who has everything? 
 
There is truly only one Person who has everything, because everything belongs to God.  So what do 4

you give to God, who has already has everything? 
 
I think at least a couple people who answered the question picked up on how I intended to ask it, 
because they seemed to answer it with God in mind. 
 
[Wayne Brown’s response] 

4 Deuteronomy 10:14, Psalm 24:1, Psalm 89:11 



 
 

Wayne Brown, a pastor that some of you know from our summer mission trips, wrote that you can give 
them “your heart.” And, of course, that is something that God wants from you.  5

 
Well, the last response I want to share this morning came from Josh Hughes. 
 
[Josh Hughes’s response] 

 
 

In answer to the question, “What do you give to the person who has everything,” he wrote, “Nothing... 
It’s the one thing they don’t have.” Now, I’m not sure if he was thinking about God, or if he was just 
being silly, but when it comes down to it, that’s all we can give God, isn’t it?  We can’t give anything to 6

God that isn’t already His.  We can’t bribe God,  or haggle with Him.  We can’t trick God into Him giving 7 8 9

us something we want by offering Him something that He wants,  because He already owns it all! 10

 
So if you think you have to earn God’s favor in some way by doing something for Him, you’re not 
listening to His word. Here’s what His word says. Romans 6:23. 
 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
(Romans 6:23) 

 
Since we’re born sinners,  and not saints, we earn death by our actions,  but the gift of God is eternal 11 12

life. So we can’t earn God’s favor by giving Him something, and yet, God freely gives us salvation by 
grace through faith in Jesus.  13

 
So, that being the case, why should we attempt to give anything to Jesus? We can’t really give Jesus 
anything. It’s already His! So anything that we might try to give Jesus is really just regifting it back to 

5 Deuteronomy 6:5, Proverbs 23:26 
6 Psalm 50:9-15, Acts 17:24 
7 Matthew 25:14-30 
8 Deuteronomy 10:17 
9 Deuteronomy 23:21 
10 Galatians 6:7 
11 Psalm 51:5 
12 Romans 5:12, Ephesians 2:1 
13 Ephesians 2:8-9 



Him, because it came from Him! And shouldn’t the wise men have known all this? And if they did know 
all this, then why did they give Jesus gifts, when in reality, even those gifts already belonged to Him? 
 
Well, several things are often believed about our story this morning that are either just assumptions or 
else flat-out untrue. First, we often picture all this taking place right after Jesus was born in the manger. 
But if you read the story carefully, not just the verses I read, but the verses in between and after, it’s 
clear that a period of time had passed between the birth of Jesus and the visit of the wise men, as 
much as two to three years.  14

 
A second assumption people often make is that there were exactly three wise men because there were 
exactly three gifts given. While it really doesn’t matter how many wise men there were, it’s kind of silly 
to assume there were three of them just because there were three gifts. After all, two men could have 
easily given Jesus three gifts, or, more likely, a dozen men could have pooled their money together to 
give the gifts together, because all three of the items mentioned were costly treasures. And not only 
that, but it doesn’t say how much of each gift was given. There could have been bags and bags of this 
stuff, and it may have taken an army of people to carry it all in. So we simply don’t know how many 
wise men there were. 
 
A third assumption often made about these wise men is that they weren’t really wise men. The word 
translated “wise men” is μάγοι or magi, which often refers to magicians or scientists. So the assumption 
is that these were pagan astrologers who were watching the sky and therefore became intrigued by this 
new star. And while that might be true, it could also be true that these were actually Jewish believers 
who lived in an eastern country because of the Babylonian exile,  and they’re called magi not because 15

they practiced magic or because they were astrologers, but simply because they were in fact wise, and 
had ascertained from the Scriptures and from God’s heavens above that the Messiah had been born. 
 
Now, I say all that simply to say this: we need to be aware of our assumptions so that we are more and 
more guided by the Bible and the Holy Spirit and less and less guided by tradition and our own 
inclinations.  It’s very easy to accept a story or a tradition the way it’s always been handed down to us, 16

but God would have us study His word for ourselves, and not just blindly accept what we’ve heard 
about it. 
 
So when we give gifts to God, we’re to do it biblically, and not based on assumptions or traditions. 
 
John Piper said this: 
 

“My take on tithing in America is that it’s a middle-class way of robbing God. Tithing to the 
church and spending the rest on your family is not a Christian goal. It’s a diversion. The real 
issue is: How shall we use God’s trust fund—namely, all we have—for His glory?” - John Piper 

 
In other words, many Christians have assumed that the only thing that God requires of you in relation to 
your money is to tithe. To give 10% to the church. But that’s an assumption, and it’s not really based on 

14 Matthew 2:16 
15 1 Chronicles 9:1 
16 Proverbs 3:5-6, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Romans 8:14 



Scripture, but on tradition, because that law was given not to Christians, but to the Jews.  And if you 17

obey that law as if it’s all that God requires of your money, then you’re actually robbing God, because 
God doesn’t just require 10% of your money, but all of your money, because everything we have is 
from God and to be used for Him.  18

 
You see, giving isn’t something that we ought to do out of law, but out of joy.  That’s what the wise 19

men did in our story. When they saw the star that they had been following, it says in verse 10 that they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
 
Now, I want you to notice that this wasn’t just a little bit of joy. In our Christian lives, we’re often satisfied 
with Christ, and we’re even happy to come to church, but we’re not particularly excited about faith and 
what God is doing in our lives. But the way the Scripture describes it, this was like the most exciting 
time of their lives! They rejoiced EXCEEDINGLY with GREAT joy! They were ecstatic about the idea 
that the Savior had been born, and they would be able to see Him. 
 
When’s the last time you rejoiced exceedingly with great joy? Maybe it was at the birth of a child, or 
getting good news about your health, or even just when your favorite team won the Super Bowl. But no 
matter how much you rejoiced over those things, remember that the birth of the Savior is even bigger! 
Because of our sin, we were all doomed to death and hell.  We were without hope, without purpose, 20

and could only look forward to the judgment that we deserve.  But because Jesus was born, and 21

because Jesus would die for our sin, and rise again, because Jesus was given to us, we have hope, 
and life, and we’ll always have reason to rejoice in God our Savior.  22

 
Church, I think we have a long way to go in this area. We can get so excited about games, or movies, 
or tv shows, or even really good things like family, and yet when it comes to matters of faith, we just 
kind of go, “God is good.” Guys, we have reason to rejoice exceedingly with great joy! Jesus entered 
our world, paid the price for our sin, and rose again, so that we can go to be with Him forever in 
heaven!  That’s something to rejoice about!  23 24

 
So because these wise men rejoiced, they also worshiped. Verse 11. 
 

And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. (Matthew 2:11a) 

 
Stop there a second. When Jesus was no more than a little child, they fell down and worshiped Jesus. 
The Greek words used mean that the wise men literally laid down flat on the ground before Jesus, 
signifying that Jesus is their king. In a very visible way, they presented their bodies to Jesus. 
 

17 Deuteronomy 1422-26, Malachi 3:10-12 
18 Luke 21:1-4 
19 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 
20 Matthew 5:22, Revelation 21:8 
21 Ephesians 2:12 
22 Luke 2:10, Romans 5:2 
23 1 Corinthians 15:3-8, John 14:3 
24 1 Thessalonians 5:16, Philippians 4:4 



Paul tells us that we’re to do the same thing. Romans 12:1. 
 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. (Romans 12:1) 

 
In other words, in light of God’s mercy, in light of Jesus coming and dying for us, we worship God by 
giving Him our everything, even our very bodies. But we don’t do that in order to be holy and 
acceptable, but because He’s already made us holy and acceptable by His mercy. Jesus paid it all! All 
to Him I owe. Sin had left a crimson stain, but He washed it white as snow. 
 
You see, even if you don’t think you have much that you can give to God, you’re wrong. You can give 
Him your life, which is exactly what God wants.  25

 
Continue reading verse 11. 
 

Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
(Matthew 2:11b) 

 
Many people today think that the tradition of giving Christmas presents goes back to Saint Nicholas, 
who was born about 270 years after Jesus. Saint Nicholas, as you know, secretly gave poor children 
gifts, usually coins in their shoes when they would leave them outside. And while that’s a cool story, 
giving gifts at Christmas time started even before that. 
 
American short story writer, O. Henry, wrote this: 
 

“The magi, as you know, were wise men—wonderfully wise men who brought gifts to the Babe 
in the manger. They invented the art of giving Christmas presents.” - O. Henry 

 
And while that’s also a cool story, even a biblical story, I don’t think we should credit them with the 
tradition of gift giving. Because we don’t give gifts as a means of remembering how wise the wise men 
were, but in response to the greatest gift ever given.  We give gifts to one another because God gave 26

us Jesus. So all of our gift giving ought to be done out of our thankfulness to God. 
 
They gave Him gifts. Yes, they worshiped Him, but they also gave Him gifts. That’s how they worshiped 
Him. And yes, they spent time and energy to get to Jesus in order to see Him, but they also gave Him 
gifts. They gave Him tangible things that cost them something.  You can rationalize all you want to say 27

for one reason or another that you’re somehow exempt from joyful, sacrificial giving, but the simple 
reality is that God tells us to give, as He gave, and we’re either being obedient or disobedient. 
 
Jesus said this in Matthew 6:21: 
 

Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:21) 

25 Psalm 37:4 
26 Matthew 10:8 
27 1 Chronicles 21:24 



 
In other words, if you want to see what really matters to a person, look at how they spend their money. 
And if you’re not giving joyfully and sacrificially to God through the church, then you need to seriously 
ask yourself if you’re serious about following Jesus. 
 
Now, I’ve probably offended several of you by saying that. But all I did was explain exactly what Jesus 
said: where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
So if you were offended just now, or if you just feel a little guilty about that, let me say this. The solution 
is not merely to start giving more. That’s actually too easy. The solution is to find out why your heart is 
somewhere else. Maybe you need to spend more time in God’s word.  Maybe you need to let go of 28

some idols, some possessions that you’ve been clinging to for far too long, so much that you’ve allowed 
them to define your life.  Maybe you just need to spend time each day thanking God for your blessings, 29

and remembering that everything you have is from Him to be used for Him.  And if you do these kinds 30

of things, you’ll find yourself wanting to give more, because you’ll find more and more that your real 
treasure isn’t in the things of this world, but in Jesus. 
 
You see, that’s what God most wants. God wants you to see that He is good, and glorious, so that you 
find your joy in Him. So that you find all your blessings in Him. So if you think you have nothing to give 
to God, you’re focusing on the wrong things. Through Jesus, you have everything you need for life and 
godliness.  Through Jesus, you have eternal life.  And because God has so freely given to you, you 31 32

begin to want to give freely to Him and others. 
 
Because the simple reality is that you can’t outgive God. He has everything. And anything that you give, 
in one way or another, does come back to you.  Maybe not in financial blessings, and maybe not even 33

in this life, but no matter what we give now, I suspect that one day most of us will look back and say 
that we wish we had given even more.  34

 
And it’s not that God needs anything, but He does want you to give Him your heart. And He does invite 
you to find that He is your greatest treasure. Jesus gave His life for you, so that you would find your life 
not in stuff that perishes, but in Him who gives you life that lasts forever. 

28 Psalm 1:1-2 
29 Exodus 20:3-5 
30 Psalm 103 
31 2 Peter 1:3 
32 John 17:3 
33 Luke 6:38 
34 2 Corinthians 4:17 


