
Luke 24:50-53 
Blessed 

 
Main idea: God blessed us through Jesus. So be blessed. 
 
It doesn’t happen all of the time, but many mornings lately, Raelynn has been waking up in such a good 
mood that she has this huge smile on her face and even sometimes giggles as we get her ready for the 
day. One morning this last week, I was getting her ready to leave for a doctor’s appointment, and she 
was in one of those good moods. For some reason, she just felt extremely happy that morning, which 
caused me to be extremely happy, and even though it’s often a chore to get her ready for the day, I 
gladly did it that morning because she was happy, and therefore I was happy, too. 
 
There   are   basically   two   words   in   the   New   Testament   that   mean   “happy.”   One   is   ευλογέω,   from   which 
we   get   our   word   “eulogy”   and   the   other   is   μακάριος.  Most often, it’s translated, “blessed.”  It’s also the 1 2

origin of the female Spanish name, Macarena, which means, “happy” or “joyful.” And I’m sure if you 
lived during the 90’s you at least heard the song by that name, and you might have even danced to that 
song. But, being in Spanish, you probably didn’t even know what the song meant, did you? You 
probably just thought it sounded like a happy song. 
 
Well, let me ruin that for you. Because it’s actually a song about a girl who calls herself Macarena 
(happy and joyful), and she has a boyfriend who goes out of town. And while he’s out of town, she 
cheats on him with two of his friends. And because she does that, she considers herself happy and 
joyful and blessed. 
 
So it’s not quite the happy song you thought it was, is it? 
 
You see, you can be happy about good things, or you can be happy about bad things.  You can be 3

happy about serving God,  or you can be happy about serving yourself.  But only one of these leads to 4 5

true happiness,  and the other is merely a chasing after the wind.  6 7

 
Because, remember, according to the words that the Bible uses, to be happy is the same as to be 
blessed.  8

 
So, do you feel blessed? Are you blessed? And what exactly does a blessed person do? 
 
Luke 24:50:53 
 

1  Romans 4:7-8 
2  Matthew 5:3-11 
3  Ecclesiastes 7:14 
4  Psalm 100:2 
5  1 John 2:16 
6  Romans 2:6-7 
7  Romans 2:8; Ecclesiastes 1:14, 2:26 
8  Genesis 30:13 (KJV). Although this is a different word (being in Hebrew instead of Greek), it does illustrate that 
“happy” and “blessed” are synonyms, coming from the same biblical words.. 



And he [Jesus] led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While 
he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing God. 
(Luke 24:50-53) 

 
Father, help us to see how much You’ve blessed us, so that we also might joyfully give our lives to be a 
blessing to You. In Jesus’s name, Amen. 
 
Well, this is actually the last message I’ll be preaching from Luke. I mean, I’m sure I’ll preach from the 
book of Luke again, maybe even in the next few weeks since we’ll be looking at the birth of Jesus as 
we approach Christmas. But in terms of our sermon series through the book of Luke, looking at the true 
story of the life of Jesus, this is the last message, because this is the last passage in the book of Luke. 
 
And some of you may be thinking, “Well, it’s about time!” We’ve been in Luke for a little over 3½ years 
now, about the same length of time that Jesus ministered on the earth.  So if you can remember back 9

to when I began this sermon series, in May of 2014, that’s about how long Jesus taught His disciples 
the very same things that I hope that I’ve relayed faithfully in my own preaching: about 3½ years. And 
now, after spending 40 days on earth after His resurrection,  the earthly ministry of Jesus comes to 10

end. 
 
And it’s a fitting end, because in this passage we see Jesus blessing His disciples and ascending back 
to heaven, from whence He came.  And that’s still where Jesus is today,  making intercession for us,  11 12 13

and waiting for the time when He will return  and completely annihilate all evil forever, making right 14

every wrong.  15

 
But Luke doesn’t mention all that, at least not here at the end of his book.  Last week, we saw that 16

Jesus explained the Scriptures to His disciples,  and then gave them the charge to be His witnesses, 17

proclaiming the gospel to all nations.  But Jesus doesn’t tell them how. 18

 
So as we finish up the book of Luke, in some ways, I read this passage, and I’m like, “Wait, that’s it?” I 
mean, after years of the disciples misunderstanding Jesus,  thinking that the Messiah came to 19

overthrow the Roman government,  and after they finally understood why Jesus came,  it just seems 20 21
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like Jesus should have stuck around a little longer, and taught His disciples and us more about what the 
future is going to look like, and more about His second coming, and especially, now that He’s leaving 
us, about how we’re to go about doing what He wants us to do. “Come on, Jesus, just tell us how to do 
what You want us to do!” 
 
Of course, there is a part two of this story. Luke also wrote the book of Acts, and in Acts, we see that 
the disciples receive the Holy Spirit,  and they shared the gospel,  and the church kept growing.  That 22 23 24

is what we go on to do once we receive Jesus as Savior: we share with all the world that Jesus saves.  25

 
But I’m not going to preach on that today. Because that’s not the conclusion of the book of Luke. Luke 
ends simply by saying this: and they worshiped Him. You see, the result of Jesus coming, and living, 
and dying, and rising again is that you worship Him. He blessed us, so that we might freely and joyfully 
bless the Lord. 
 
The   word   “bless”   (ευλογέω)   is   found   in   three   of   the   last   four   verses   of   Luke.   The   first   two   times   are 
when Jesus blessed His disciples. Verse 50. 
 

And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he 
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. (Luke 24:50-51) 

 
So Jesus took His disciples to a familiar place. Bethany was the home place of Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus,  and was a place where Jesus and His disciples often stayed and ministered.  And it was at 26 27

Bethany, a familiar place, where Jesus blessed them, and then left them to go to an unfamiliar place, 
heaven, a place that He promised that He would return from, so that where He was, there they, we, 
could be also.  28

 
Quite literally, Jesus eulogized His disciples. That’s what this word “bless” means. When we give 
eulogies today, we’re speaking good words about someone at their funeral. But eulogies shouldn’t be 
reserved for funerals alone. On the contrary, the best time to speak good words to people is when 
they’re alive, encouraging them.  So Jesus eulogized His disciples, speaking good words to them, 29

about them, thanking God for them. 
 
Now, we’re not told the words that Jesus used to bless His disciples just before He ascended to 
heaven. But I imagine they went something like this. In fact, imagine Jesus saying these things to His 
Father in heaven about you, right now: 
 

Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you. (John 17:1b) 
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I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. (John 17:4) 
 
I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they 
were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. (John 17:6) 
 
I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for 
they are yours. (John 17:9) 
 
And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 
(John 17:11) 
 
But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy 
fulfilled in themselves. (John 17:13) 
 
I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. (John 
17:15) 
 
As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. (John 17:18) 
 
I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they 
may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that 
the world may believe that you have sent me. (John 17:20-21) 

 
Those were some of the words that Jesus prayed in John chapter 17, which is often referred to as 
Jesus’s high priestly prayer, because in it, He was praying for His disciples. He prayed that they would 
be one, just as He and the Father are one, so that the world would come to believe in Him as well. 
 
I can think of no greater blessing than to be one with God and one with one another. So just before 
Jesus ascended to heaven, I imagine that Jesus blessed them, and us, in that way. 
 
Verse 52. 
 

And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the 
temple blessing God. (Luke 24:52-53) 

 
So after Jesus blessed His disciples, it says that they, in turn, were continually blessing God. 
 
Now, this has always been a strange thought to me: how do we bless the Lord? The Bible says that 
God is not served by humans hands as though He needed anything.  God owns the cattle on a 30

30  Acts 17:25 



thousand hills!  The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof!  He doesn’t need anything from us! 31 32

So how can we possibly bless God? 
 
Have you ever had a 3 year old make you a craft project or color you a picture? Could you have done 
the craft or colored the picture better than that 3 year old? Absolutely you could! If you don’t think so, 
you haven’t seen a 3 year old’s artwork lately. And if you’ve ever helped a 3 year old do a craft project, 
you know that it’s a lot of work! You have to buy all the materials for them, cut out all the pieces for 
them, help them glue it all together and not glue their hair to it. And then you have to clean up their 
huge mess afterwards! And yet when a 3 year old genuinely works on a craft and gives it to you, you 
feel blessed. You’re thankful, and it warms your heart. That is how we bless God. We desire to please 
Him like a little child. 
 
You see, I think it’s as simple as this: God doesn’t need anything from us, but He wants us to want Him.
 And the more we want Him, the more we bless Him.  Because Jesus Himself is our greatest 33 34

treasure.  It’s not that we’re truly giving Him anything when we worship Him, it’s just that in receiving 35

Jesus, and in receiving Him as our greatest treasure, we bless God simply by enjoying Him.  36

 
You   see,   the   disciples   blessed   God,   ευλογέω,   just   as   Jesus   had   blessed   them,   ευλογέω.   The   same 
word is used in both cases. And we will only truly eulogize God, speaking well of Him, when we truly 
see that He’s good. 
 
Because a person who sees that they are blessed by God will bless God. 
 
I don’t know if he still says it, but for awhile, Pastor Ryan of First Baptist Church would always say, “Be 
blessed.” I love that, so I stole it from him and I say it to people from time to time, too. Because we 
really can’t help but be blessed, can we? The truth is, we are all blessed by God. Everything you have 
is a gift from God.  37

 
But maybe you’d respond, “But I don’t feel very blessed!” And if you’re talking about material things, 
you might be right. And if you’re always focused on such things, I’m sure you won’t feel very blessed. 
Even people who have a lot, when they focus on what they have or don’t have, often don’t feel very 
blessed.  38

 
But when I say, “Be blessed,” I’m not talking about material things, and I’m not talking about striving 
after more blessings. I’m talking about recognizing what God has already done for you through Jesus. 
You are already blessed.  39
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Everyone single one of us was born a sinner.  And not only do we have that tendency, our sinful 40

nature shows itself regularly in our lives, because we do sin.  Instead of doing the good that we know 41

we ought to do, we so often choose to do what displeases God.  And because of our sin, every single 42

one of us deserves judgment and hell.  But because Jesus died on the cross, body broken and blood 43

shed, God offers salvation to everyone single one of us,  so that everyone who calls on the name of 44

the Lord is saved from sin,  saved from hell, and saved unto good works which God has prepared 45

beforehand that we should walk in them.  46

 
You see, we’re blessed to be a blessing.  The second greatest commandment is that you love your 47

neighbor as yourself, which naturally follows from the first greatest commandment to love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.  So the practical way to love God is to love your 48

neighbor, and if you don’t love your neighbor, then you’d be hard-pressed to show that you really love 
God. 
 
In fact, that’s pretty much exactly what the Bible says. 1 John 4:20. 
 

If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his 
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. (1 John 4:20) 

 
So if you really want to love God, you must also love your neighbor. And if you really want to bless God, 
then you must also bless your neighbor. And when you see just how much God has done for you, then 
blessing others isn’t a chore, but a joy. 
 
Some days, it’s a real chore to do everything that needs to be done for Raelynn. I know I should do all 
things without grumbling or complaining,  but in my flesh, that’s just hard. Some days, she just does 49

not want to uncurl her arms to get them through her sleeves. And then she vomits up her medication 
five minutes after you got a clean shirt on her. And when you try to give her a toy or get her to do her 
therapy, she just gives you a blank stare, and you start to wonder if it’s doing any good to even do the 
therapy at all! Some days, it’s just really hard! 
 
But you know when it’s not hard? When she’s smiling. When she’s smiling, it’s so incredibly easy to 
serve her, because she’s being a blessing to me, and that just makes me happy. So then I naturally 
love my neighbor out of joy. 
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And that’s exactly what the disciples were doing at the end of the book of Luke. It says that they were 
continually in the temple blessing God. They were with one another, speaking well of God to one 
another, worshiping God together. 
 
Now, it’s true that you can be a Christian and not actively be a part of a church family. But if you want to 
bless God because He’s blessed you with salvation through Jesus Christ, then you’ll want to praise Him 
together with other believers, because one of the most practical ways that we love God is by loving one 
another. 
 
You see, I think that the book of Luke moves us toward the idea of faith being practiced in community 
with one another. In fact, the words “they” and “them” are found in this passage even more than the 
word “blessed.” Count them with me. 
 

And he led them (1) out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them (2). While 
he blessed them (3), he parted from them (4) and was carried up into heaven. And they (5) 
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple 
blessing God. (Luke 24:50-53) 

 
Five times in four verses. Luke was emphasizing just how much these disciples, who came from all 
walks of life, were now united in Christ. And Acts, part two of Luke’s gospel, is all about the birth of the 
church. It tells how these disciples, who were fishermen,  and tax-collectors,  and political radicals,  50 51 52

none of them perfect men, but all of them changed by Jesus Christ, how they spread the gospel that 
salvation is freely given to everyone who believes in Jesus Christ,  and, therefore, we become one 53

body, the Church.  54

 
In our culture today, we’ve made our faith so much about our own individualistic relationship with God 
that we fall into this error of downplaying the importance of living out our faith together. But the Bible is 
clear that we need each other! The New Testament gives several dozen commands that we’re to do for 
one another. Here are just a few of them: we’re to greet one another, be devoted to one another, 
forgive one another, be kind to one another, encourage one another, pray for one another, teach one 
another, bear with one another, be humble toward one another, show hospitality to one another, live in 
peace with one another, have fellowship with one another, love one another, and build one another up. 
These are things that we just can’t biblically do unless we regularly come together as a church!  Just by 
being here, resting in the blessing of Christ, we bless God and bless one another. 
 
That’s actually kind of what communion is all about. When we take the Lord’s Supper together, we 
remind ourselves and one another that we’re blessed by the body and blood of Jesus. It reminds us 
that we have community with God and community with His Body, the Church. It reminds us that our 
relationship with God, not just my relationship with God, but our relationship with God is not based on 
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my ability to bless God, but in Jesus’s substitutionary death and resurrection, and through Him, we’re 
blessed. 
 
It seems like a lot of Christians come to church in order to find out what to do. “Pastor, just tell us what 
to do!” And while God would have us do things for Him, such as that list of “one another” commands I 
gave you a moment ago, we’ve misunderstood Christianity if we think it’s all about what we need to do 
for Him. Jesus blessed His disciples, first by His death, then by His resurrection, and then with His 
words. He blessed them so they would be blessed, and then desire to worship Him with all their lives. 
 
Is that your desire? 
 
I don’t talk about church membership very often because I’m much more concerned with seeing new 
people trust in Christ. But if you’re a Christian, but you haven’t officially joined a church to be an active 
member, servant, and disciple, I encourage you this morning to commit to our church. Basically, all 
you’re saying by joining a church is this: I’ve been blessed by God with salvation, and I want to be a 
blessing to others for His glory. Being a church member isn’t a requirement for attending or even for 
serving in certain roles, but it’s just a way of saying, “I’m going to commit to being an active believer in 
this church as we serve God together.” 
 
Or maybe this morning you finally see just how much Jesus did for you. You finally see how much He 
wants to bless you, not with stuff, but with Himself. He died on a cross for your sin, so that you could be 
with Him forever! If you finally see that this morning, I invite you to come and tell me that you want to 
trust in Jesus and be saved. 
 
Or maybe you trusted in Jesus a long time ago, but you’ve never been baptized. If that’s you, I invite 
you to respond to the blessing of salvation by obeying God’s command to be baptized, not in order to 
get blessed, but out of joy, wanting to tell the world that Jesus is Lord. 
 
Whatever it is that you need to do this morning, do it because you rejoice in the blessing that God freely 
gives you through Jesus Christ. 


